
Participate in This Year’s WSU Faculty 

Sustainability Workshop—May 4th 

The Sustainability Practices and Research Center (SPARC), 
together with the Environmental Issues Committee (EIC), 
will be hosting a half-day workshop for faculty:   

WSU and Sustainability Across the Curriculum - 
“Here’s a good place to start”  

May 4, 9:30 am – 1:30 pm, WSU Downtown, includes 
a FREE lunch 

This workshop focuses on supporting the inclusion of sus-
tainability or environmentally related topics/approaches/
challenges/solutions in WSU curriculum through the devel-
opment or revision of courses.  Faculty will learn how sus-
tainability is promoted at WSU as well as related opportu-
nities for engaged learning for our students.  They will 
learn how to connect their courses to next year’s Engaged 
Learning Series on the topic of Privilege.  Faculty from all 
colleges are encouraged to attend, especially those new to 
sustainability, as it can be brought into nearly any subject 
area in some way. 

Space is limited for the workshop, so please respond as 
soon as possible by email to Alice Mulder, am-
ulder@weber.edu!  Please include name, department, col-
lege, and contact information.  

  

 

 

   
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 

April 22nd  

 Earth Day Fundraiser for 
Endangered Mammals 
(Student Union from 
11:00—2:00) 

 

April 23rd  

 Weber State Credit Union 
is hosting a community 
paper shredding and re-
cycling event. Bring your 
sensitive documents to 
be destroyed and recy-
cled! 

 

May 4th 

 Faculty Workshop—WSU 
and Sustainability Across 
the Curriculum (WSU 
Downtown from 9:30—
1:30) 

 

May 4—5th  

 WSU Sustainability Re-
treat. To be held at the 
Alta Lodge 

 

 

 

April 2016 
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The WSU Provost’s Office and the WSU Alumni Association offered $2000 in awards 
for exceptional Sustainability Research Projects. This year’s winners were selected by 
the Environmental Issues Committee based on the originality of the research, the like-
lihood of its positive impact, and the project’s link to sustainability. Awards were pre-
sented for two faculty and two student projects during the 2016 Office of Undergradu-
ate Research Awards luncheon. The faculty awards went to Dr. Michael Wutz, whose 
project connected a theory of human migration and survival to ecological stewardship, 
and for Dr. Dan Bedford’s MOOC titled “Making Sense of Climate Science Denial.” 
The student award winners were Kirk Carter and Steffen Voet for their research 
on solar tracking, and Leann Lyons and Jenny Nistler for their research investigating 
the trade-off between water conservation and the Urban Heat Island effect on differ-
ent landscapes.   

 
 
 

In 

May, construction will begin on the largest publicly owned photovoltaic array in the 
state – right here on the Weber State Davis Campus! Construction will take approxi-
mately six weeks. The array, consisting of about four thousand panels, will be located 
on the south side of the parking lot and occupy about seven acres. 
 
This system’s capacity of 1.8 megawatts will provide enough energy to offset all the 
electricity the Davis Campus consumes. Projections estimate lifetime energy produc-
tion of 57 million kilowatt hours, or enough to offset 76 million pounds of carbon diox-
ide emissions. 
 
The array, a partnership between Weber 
State and Solarcity, will not only provide 
clean electricity for the Davis campus, but 
will serve as a learning laboratory for stu-
dents interested in renewable energy. The 
panels will be up and running by the end 
of July, 2016. 
 
This effort represents another significant 
accomplishment by Weber State on its 
path toward carbon neutrality. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WSU to Harness More Solar Power 

Congratulations to the 2016 Student and Faculty 

Sustainability Research Award Winners! 
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With the goal of increasing renewable, clean solar energy 
in Weber, Davis and Morgan counties, the results of the 
Susie Hulet Community Solar program are truly astonish-
ing.  Working with Utah Clean Energy, community volun-
teer committees and Gardner Energy in 2015-16, the 
program educated more than 600 community members 
about the benefits of solar energy and ultimately assisted 
over 140 households to install more than 2,500 solar 
panels.  The effort will provide nearly one million kilowatt 
hours of energy generation each year.  This also repre-

sents a local investment in clean energy of close to $ 2.2 million.  As an added bene-
fit, the program’s local solar installation firm, Gardner Energy, hired four new employ-
ees to help meet the installation demands; two of them are WSU students!  The pro-
gram has proven a great success and offers a model of how other institutions could 
similarly help stimulate the adoption of clean residential energy in their states. 
 
Residents still interested in installing solar power on their homes may use the 
www.weberstatesolar.org website, which contains lots of information on the 
what, how and why of solar energy.  
 

 

 

 

Earlier this year the Stewart Li-
brary’s Collection Management 
Team approved a one-year trial 
subscription to BuildingGreen.com.   
This online resource holds a wealth 
of information about green building 
basics and products, the impacts of 
building materials, case studies, 
teaching resources and more.  This 
resource’s continuation will depend 
on its amount of use on campus, so 
have a look and see if it provides 
helpful materials for your courses, 
students’ projects, etc.    

 

 

 

Let the Sun Shine: Susie Hulet Community Solar Program 

a Grand Success! 

New Resource on Green Building Available to WSU 

Community 

http://buildinggreen.com/
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The 7th annual Intermountain Sustainability Summit hosted by Weber State Universi-
ty and Utah Recycling Alliance on March 24th and 25th brought a community of sus-
tainability professionals, civic leaders, media people, faculty and students together to 
share innovations, information and best practices.   Over 380 people attended.  
 
Keynote speaker Joel Makower, Chair of Green Biz Inc., discussed how the circular 
economy is growing business while promoting sustainable business practices. Addi-
tional speakers were Boeing and Alta Ski Area representatives who spoke on zero 
waste facilities, Utah State Legislators who spoke about how policy can have a posi-
tive impact for a healthy climate, and WSU and U of U professors and professionals 
who addressed how climate impacts water resources in Utah.     
 
The Summit’s Exhibitor Hall was ripe with networking, as solar energy companies 
talked to potential clients, nonprofits shared green living tips, and other sustainable 
businesses made working connections with new customers.  
 
The second day workshops offered information to students and professionals on smart 
recycling, LEED Green Associate exam preparation, and how to go from today’s waste 
culture to a zero waste community in as little as 10 years.  
 
If you have topics or speakers you would like to see addressed at the next Summit, 
please contact Bonnie Christiansen bchristiansen2@weber.edu in the SPARC office. 
 

 

 

The Waste Fair, co-sponsored by the Center for Community Engaged Learning and 
SPARC as part of the Engaged Learning series on “Waste,” was held in the Shepherd 
Union March 4th.  The event provided recycling/drop-off opportunities for expired/
unused medications, batteries, car seats, electronic waste and cell phones.  It enabled 
paper shredding and recycling for sensitive documents. TerraCycle items were up-
cycled through Greenwood Charter School.   Donations of non-perishable food for the 
WSU Food Pantry and clothing and household items for Big Brothers Big Sisters were 
collected. There were also many informational tables staffed by organizations includ-
ing Habitat for Humanity, which will be opening a Re-Store (for recycling construction/
household materials) in Ogden in the near future; the Department of Environmental 
Quality (with information on hazardous waste disposal); Recycle Utah; Momentum Re-
cycling; the Ogden Bicycle Collective; the Ogden Nature Center; Spring-Back Recy-
cling (mattress recyclers); O-Town Kitchen; Safe Kids Salt Lake County; and Shadow 
Valley Elementary School kids.  

 

 
 

7th Annual Intermountain Sustainability Summit: Another 

Great Year! 

Campus and Community Waste Fair Held March 4th 

mailto:bchristiansen2@weber.edu


 
 

 

On April 20th, the English Language and Literature Department received their plaque 

from Vice President Norm Tarbox for being Green Department certified at the bronze 

level. The English Department is Weber State University’s first department on campus 

to be certified! A few of their accomplishments to achieve this certification included 

the following: 

 Converted to using only recycled content paper 

 Converted to using other green office products (pens, markers, etc.) 

 Cut paper consumption by 50%  

 Converted all of their task lighting to LEDs 

 Virtually everyone in the department recycles and is aware of how to recycle cor-

rectly 

The purpose of the Green Department Program is to get WSU offices and departments 

involved in the work of making the University more sustainable and carbon neutral. 

The program is voluntary and competitive. Departments that choose to participate as-

semble a green team and work to acquire points by making their departments more 

green and sustainable. Depending on the number of points achieved the department 

can be certified as bronze, silver, gold, or green. For information or to get involved 

please visit: http://weber.edu/sustainability/GreenDept.html.  

 

 

Beginning at the end of Spring Semester 2016, drilling rigs will appear in the upper W
-5 Parking Lot. Their purpose will not be for oil exploration, but will be for a geother-
mal heat pump project involving 200-250 individual wells, each of which will be ap-
proximately 300 feet deep. 
 
The term “geothermal” comes from Greek and means “earth heat.” The technology 
for geothermal heat pumps has been around since the 1940s and is rapidly gaining in 
popularity. The concept is relatively simple: Heat pumps provide winter heating by 
extracting heat from the ground source and transferring it via circulated water into a 
building. In the summer, the process is reversed so the heat pump extracts heat for a 
building and transfers it into the ground. All of this is accomplished by an intercon-
nected system of 1 ¼” high density polyethylene pipes tied into plate and frame heat 
exchangers, which in turn will be tied directly into our existing campus chilled water 
loop. The tie-in will happen at our central chilled water plant.  
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Congratulations to WSU’s First Green Certified 

Department: English Language and Literature! 

Another Renewable Resource to be Tapped by WSU 

http://weber.edu/sustainability/GreenDept.html


 
During the drilling of test holes in this area, it was found that the earth temperature 
at the lower end of the bore holes is consistently in the 56 – 58 degrees F range. As a 
consequence, the energy savings for not running higher-temperature (77-80 degree) 
return water through our campus chillers is substantial.  
 
This project’s timing coincides with a state-funded capital improvements project for 
the complete repaving of the parking lot. The $3 million total project will be complet-
ed and operational by the end of August. 
 
Approximately 11 miles of pipe will be required for the 1.1 million geothermal portion 
of this project. The estimated payback in energy savings will take about 11 years.  
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