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HONORS 4900: Issues in World Soccer – Culture, 

Politics, Economics  

Spring 2019 ● Stewart Library 325 ● TR 1:30-2:45 PM 
  

 

Prof. Jeffrey Richey        

jeffreyrichey@weber.edu        

Office: LH 266 

Office Hours: Wed 12-2 PM or by appointment, gladly given 

              

 

Course Description:  
This course will explore issues, both historical and contemporary, related to the world's most 

popular sport.  In a variety of national contexts, we will discuss soccer's influence on modern 

societies, cultures, politics, and economies, with particular focus on the World Cup 

tournament.  The specific cases offered here, drawn from across the football world, are intended 

not only to deepen students’ familiarity with key themes and issues in global history, but also to 

enhance their understanding of the role of popular culture in modern society.  Specific topics 

include nationalism, state violence, globalization, race and racism, gender, sexuality, mass media, 

and fan culture.  While most of the texts selected for this course will be historical in nature, 

readings and film from sociological, anthropological, and journalistic disciplines will also be put 

to use. 

 

Learning Outcomes (Weber State University Honors Program 

Students will: 

1. Practice clear and compelling written and/or creative expression; 

2. Engage in critical thinking that is open-minded, objective, and as free as possible from 

prejudice and presupposition; 

3. Undertake the comprehension of abstract arguments and the ability to move between the 

general and the particular; 

4. Encounter a variety of human experience, exploring both its universality and its diversity. 

 

Texts to purchase (available at the WSU Bookstore): 

Buford, Among the Thugs (Vintage Departures, 1991)  

Dubois, Soccer Empire: The World Cup and the Future of France (University of California Press, 

2010) 

 

Films: 

Rangers & Celtic, dir. Kharas, USA/UK, 2012, 45 min. 

The Two Escobars, dir. Zimbalist & Zimbalist, USA/Colombia, 2010, 104 min. 

 

Requirements and Assignments: 

My most basic expectations are that you will (1) do all the assigned reading and writing on time, 

(2) attend all class sessions, and (3) participate actively in discussion as we encounter different 

world soccer issues through different texts, films, visual art, and music.  The reading load will 

vary from week to week, but you should budget at least 10-12 hours of weekly preparation to get 

the most from this course.   
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Graded work can be broken down as follows: 

  

• Final Research Project (30%): The culmination of this course’s work will be a Final 

Research Project, consisting of a 10 to 15-page paper of original research to be turned in 

at the end of the semester.  As part of this project you will meet with me twice throughout 

the semester: once in late January/early February to settle on a topic, and once in mid-

February to present a bibliography and abstract.  I am also requiring a complete rough 

draft to be written, due at the very end of March.  We will discuss this Final Research 

Project in depth as the semester goes on.  Part of the grade for your project comes from a 

brief presentation in class summarizing your project. 

 

• Midterm (20%): This will be a short-answer and essay exam administered through Weber 

State Testing Centers. 

 

• Workshop Responses (9) (20%): Throughout the semester, as indicated on the syllabus, 

we will hold a total of nine “workshops,” each centered on a set of documents.  

Workshops will be an essential component of the course.  To focus them, you are asked 

to write responses to nine short sets of discussion questions (typed, double-spaced, TNR 

12-point font, two-three pages in length), each due at the beginning of the workshop in 

which the readings will be discussed.   

 

• Weekly Quizzes (15%): During the second half of the semester, I will administer a quiz 

at the beginning of class every Tuesday.  The material for the quizzes will come from the 

lectures/readings from the previous week.   

 

• Attendance/Participation (10%): Workshops are discussion-based portions of class 

centered on a given set of readings or images.  Discussion questions related to the 

materials will be posted prior to workshops, and we will use those questions as departure 

points for larger explorations of the materials.  Workshops will be an essential component 

of the course.  They will serve largely as the basis for determining your participation 

grade. 

 

• Map Quiz (5%): At the beginning of the semester I will administer a short, basic map 

quiz featuring basic global geography: regions, countries, cities, and geographical 

features. 

 

I will use Canvas to post course materials.  These will include PDF readings, discussion questions 

for workshops/responses, materials for the map exam, and other relevant documents.  

 

Please come to class having already done the assigned reading.  Note that workshops are a crucial 
part of the class, and attendance will be taken.  Lecture attendance will be taken as well.  If you 

must miss class (due to illness, for example), please communicate with Professor Richey as soon 

as possible.  Accumulated absences will seriously affect your overall grade, and in some cases 

may lead to a failing course grade.   

 

Grading Scale:  

A 93-100 A- 90-92 B+ 88-89 B 83-87  B- 80-82% C+ 78-79  

C 73-77  C- 70-72 D+ 68-69 D 63-67 D- 60-62 F <60 
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Academic Dishonesty 

Cheating takes many forms: receiving unauthorized assistance on exams or assignments, 

plagiarism, and collusion are just a few examples.  Plagiarism is a serious academic offense.  In 

general, plagiarism refers to using the writing and thoughts of another individual and representing 

them as one’s own.  In the context of academic writing we avoid this by citing the sources for the 

content of our own writing whenever that content is not our own ideas or whenever it is not 

general knowledge.  Collusion is a related breach of academic integrity that could occur in this 

course.  Obviously I encourage discussions outside of class about any aspect of soccer and global 

societies.  But collaboration between students on an assignment or an exam may result in very 

similar exercise and exam answers.  This makes it unclear who is appropriating whose thoughts 

and writing, and who deserves and does not deserve credit for the thoughts and writing in each 

assignment.  In such cases all individuals involved may be culpable.  The sure way to avoid this 

situation is by refraining from any discussion of the specific details of exercises or exams with 

other students until after you have submitted your assignment to me. 

 

I have zero tolerance for plagiarism; guilty students will receive a failing grade for this course and 

be reported to the Office of Student Conduct.  For more information please see WSU resources 

on avoiding plagiarism (http://library.weber.edu/ref/guides/subject/plagarism/default.cfm) and 

section 6-22 of the Weber State University Policies and Procedures Manual for information` 

about university policy regarding academic dishonesty (http://www.weber.edu/ppm/Policies/6-

22_StudentCode.html, item D under “Student Responsibilities”).   

 

Diversity, Respect, and Freedom of Expression at Weber State 

Pivotal to Weber State University's mission is the need to embrace and value the diversity of its 

members. Acknowledging the uniqueness of each individual, I seek to cultivate an environment 

that encourages freedom of expression. Because the University is a community where inquiry is 

nurtured and theories are tested, every individual has the right to feel safe to express ideas that 

differ from those held by other members of the community. However, all persons who aspire to 

be part of our campus community must accept the responsibility to demonstrate civility and 

respect for the dignity of others. Recognizing that the proper balance between freedom of 

expression and respect for others is not always apparent or easy to achieve, we must continually 

challenge ourselves and each other in an atmosphere of mutual concern, good will, and respect. 

Therefore, expressions or actions that disparage an individual's or group's ethnicity, gender, 

religion, sexual orientation, marital status, age, or disability are contrary to the mission of Weber 

State University 

 

Service for Students with Disabilities 

Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Services for 

Students with Disabilities (SSD) in Room 181 of the Student Services Center (or Room 221 at the 

Davis Campus). SSD can also arrange to provide course materials (including this syllabus) in 

alternative formats upon request. 

 

Electronic Devices 

Please turn off all electronic devices during class.  The only exceptions to this are laptops, which 

may be used for note-taking and for class-related activities (such as referring to historical 

documents during workshops and discussions).  Please contact me if you require an exemption to 

this rule. 

 

Emergency Closure 

If for any reason the university is forced to close for an extended period of time, we will conduct 

our class via email and Canvas.  Look for announcements on your weber.edu email accounts 

http://library.weber.edu/ref/guides/subject/plagarism/default.cfm
http://www.weber.edu/ppm/Policies/6-22_StudentCode.html
http://www.weber.edu/ppm/Policies/6-22_StudentCode.html
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should this occur.  WSU’s Code Purple Emergency Notification System is a good way to be 

alerted to campus closures, and I encourage you to sign up for it.  More information is available 

here: http://www.weber.edu/codepurple/.   

 

Semester Schedule: 

 “(C)” indicates other material posted on Canvas—typically in .pdf or .doc formats. 

 

Tue Jan 8:       Introduction to Course Material/Meeting and Greeting 

 

Thu Jan 10:  Sports and the Formation of Collective Identities 

 

Tue Jan 15:        Concepts: Nation, Race, and Ethnicity 

• Reading: Anderson, Imagined Communities (excerpt), 5-7 (C) 

• Reading: Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism since 1780 (excerpt), 8-

13 (C) 

• Reading: Allison, “Sport and Nationalism,” 44-54 (C) 

 

Thu Jan 17: Soccer as British, Soccer as Empire 

• Map Quiz 

• Reading: Beck, Scoring for Britain (excerpt), 17-44 (C) 

 

Tue Jan 22:  Final Research Projects: An Orientation  

• Research Instruction Session  

 

Thu Jan 24: Soccer, National Identity, and the Question of “Style” 

 

[Week of January 29-February 1: Appointments to discuss Final Research Projects] 

 

Tue Jan 29: WORKSHOP 1 (Race, Racism, and National Identity: The Case of Brazil, 

1920-1958): REPONSE 1 DUE 

• Reading/Response: Document Pack 1 (C) 

 

Thu Jan 31:  Race, Racism, and National Identity: The Case of Brazil, cont. 

• Reading: Bellos, “Angel With Bent Legs,” 95-11 (C) 

• Reading: Leite Lopes, “The People’s Joy Vanishes,” 93-96 (C) 

 

Tue Feb 5:  The Specter of Sectarianism: The “Old Firm” in Scotland 

• In-Class Viewing:  Rangers & Celtic 

 

Thu Feb 7: WORKSHOP 2 (The Specter of Sectarianism: The Old Firm in Scotland, 

cont.): RESPONSE 2 DUE 

• Reading/Response: Document Pack 2 (C) 

 

[Week of February 11-15: Appointments to present bibliographies and abstracts of final 

research projects] 

 

Tue Feb 12:  Hooliganism: Fan Violence in Europe and South America 

   

Thu Feb 14:  WORKSHOP 3 (Hooliganism: Fan Violence, cont.): RESPONSE 3 DUE 

• Reading/Response: Buford, Among the Thugs 

http://www.weber.edu/codepurple/
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Tue Feb 19:  Politics, the Weight of History, and Team Identity 

 

Thu Feb 21:     WORKSHOP 4 (Politics, the Past, and Club Identity, cont.: The Case of 

Spain): RESPONSE 4 DUE 

• Reading/Response: Document Pack 4 (C) 

  

Tue Feb 26: ***MIDTERM EXAM*** 

 

Thu Feb 28: Final Project Presentations in Class 

 

 

***NO SCHOOL MARCH 4-8:  SPRING BREAK*** 

 

 

Tue Mar 12:     State Violence and International Mega-events: The 1934 and 1978 World Cups 

  

Thu Mar 14:      WORKSHOP 5 (State Violence and International Mega-events, cont.): 

RESPONSE 5 DUE 

• Reading/Response: Document Pack 5 (C) 

 

Tue Mar 19:  Gender and Sexuality in the Soccer World 

• Reading: Bryson, “Sport and the Maintenance of Masculine 

Hegemony,” 47-64 (C) 

• Reading: Archetti, “Soccer and Masculinity,” 519-524 (C) 

 

Thu Mar 21:  WORKSHOP 6 (Gender and Sexuality, cont.): RESPONSE 6 DUE 

• Reading/Response: Document Pack 6 (C) 

 

Tue Mar 26:  Profiteering and Corruption in the Soccer World, cont. 

• Short Weekly Quiz 

• In-Class Viewing: begin The Two Escobars 

 

Thu Mar 28:  Profiteering and Corruption in the Soccer World, cont. 

• In-Class Viewing: conclude The Two Escobars  

 

[Sunday, March 31: Research paper rough drafts due at 5:00 PM] 

 

Tue Apr 2:  WORKSHOP 7 (Profiteering and Corruption in the Soccer World: The Two 

Escobars, cont.): RESPONSE 7 DUE 

• Short Weekly Quiz 

• Response: The Two Escobars 

 

Thu Apr 4:  Immigration, Race, and the Post-Colonial Blues: France and South Africa 

 

Tue Apr 9:        WORKSHOP 8 (Immigration, Race, and the Post-Colonial Blues, cont.): 

RESPONSE 8 DUE 

• Short Weekly Quiz 

• Reading/Response: Dubois, Soccer Empire 
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Thu Apr 11:   The Globalized Business of Soccer 

 

Tue Apr 16: WORKSHOP 9 (The Limits of Globalization: U.S. Exceptionalism): 

RESPONSE 9 DUE 

• Short Weekly Quiz 

• Reading/Short Response: Document Pack 9 (C) 

 

Thu Apr 18: Conclusion: Why Some Countries Win and Others Lose 

• Reading: Kuper/Szymanski, “Why England Loses and Others Win,” 299-

342 (C) 

• Reading: Kuper/Szymanski, “The Curse of Poverty,” 343-360 (C) 

 

 

 

***FINAL PAPERS DUE: Thursday, April 25, 5:00 PM*** 

 


