
COURSE MATERIALS 

This 1-credit hour class will examine a host of complex issues related to artists and their artworks, to personal 
reputation and artistic merit or status. Specifically, we will look at what happens when an accomplished, 
esteemed writer behaves badly in some manner. Can we recover the novels, poetry, and/or short stories left 
behind? Or is their work diminished, in need of reappraisal? We will look at these issues through an analysis of 
different writers and the texts they authored, through a podcast and film. I look forward to working with you 
this semester! 

Honors 2830         Dr. Christy Call 
CRN 36451         Office: Library, Honors Center 324 
Spring Semester 2024        Drop-In Hours: Wednesday 2:30 
Wednesdays 1:30-2:30        Contact: ccall2@weber.edu 
Honors Classroom, Library, 325       

COURSE INFORMATION 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 
“The Wasteland” by T.S. Eliot 
The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (purchased through Honors Program) 
Something to do with Paying Attention by David Foster Wallace 
On Freedom, chapter “Art Song” by Maggie Nelson (purchased through Honors Program) 
  

Other materials will be available through Canvas 
 

 

mailto:ccall2@weber.edu


 
1) Attendance and participation: This class centralizes class discussions, so consistent attendance, preparation, 

and participation become critical for success. Please come to class on time each Wednesday having read, viewed 
or listened to all of the assigned material. You may miss 1 class for illness or other life issue. Remember, one 
class constitutes a full week. After a first absence, your grade with drop a half-letter with each subsequent 
absence. 
 

2) Leading Discussions: Each of you will be assigned to lead a discussion at one point in the semester. During the 
assigned session, you should demonstrate a thorough engagement with the text, meaning you direct attention 
to key ideas and passages, highlight points of connection across different works, articulate insights concerning 
the writer’s treatment of a theme or idea, and/or raise questions that further a critical understanding. When 
you lead the discussion, please plan on preparing roughly 15 minutes of content.  
 

3) Digital project: The main assignment for this class requires the completion of a portfolio that develops your 
ideas and insights in both creative and critical ways then shares them with a larger audience. The portfolio will 
specifically be organized around a key tension. All of you will receive a template as a guide for your project, but 
ultimately you may branch in different directions according to your vision. This is your project. You should make 
it your own. I will review your work at several points over the course of the semester and provide feedback.  
 
Some of the required portfolio elements will include: 

• Mapping tension(s) through various texts, podcasts, and materials. 
• Writing critical annotations that bear-down on readings for deep reflection and analysis of key 

passages, ideas, and tensons.  
• Locating and connecting other media, including artworks and photographs, to key tensions or ideas as 

found within the literary texts.  
 

4) Presentation: At different points during the semester, you will show-off a section of your portfolio to our class. 
The point will be to showcase your ideas as they are taking shape. In these sessions, your work will always be, 
at least, slightly incomplete. The goal perfection but development. Sharing your ideas with others will generate 
quality feedback and community.  
 
At the end of the semester on Tuesday, April 16th, all of you will present a section of your portfolio at the 
Undergraduate Research and Engagement Symposium.  We’ll talk more about this. You will feel prepared and 
confident. It will be a positive experience.  

 

HONORS PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
LO 1. Students will demonstrate critical thinking that is curious, open-minded, persistent, and interrogative. 
LO 2. Students will analyze familiar cultural assumptions and views in context of the world’s diverse values,  

traditions, and belief systems. 
LO 3. Students will adapt and apply ideas, concepts, skills, methodologies, and/or theories across disciplines. 
LO 4. Students will write and communicate in clear and compelling ways. 



Participation  10% 
Leading Discussions LO  1, 2, 3, 4 20% 

Digital Project LO 1,  2, 3, 4 45% 
Presentation LO  1, 2, 3, 4 25% 

 

GRADING SCALE 

 

POLICIES & RESOURCES 
SYLLABUS MODIFICATION: This syllabus is intended to give the student guidance in what will be covered during the course, and 
will be followed as closely as possible.  However, the instructors reserve the right to modify, supplement, and make changes as 
course needs arise. 
 
RECORDING OF CLASS: The university prohibits students from recording class lectures unless the faculty member grants explicit 
permission (PPM 6-22.6.6). Any lectures recorded and posted on Canvas or shared to your Weber State University student email 
are for the exclusive use of students enrolled in the class and may not be shared without previous authorization. Violations will be 
referred to the Dean of Students for adjudication under the student code (PPM 6-22). 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Academic Dishonesty (Cheating and Plagiarism) As part of the Student Code (PPM 6-22, 6.4.2), you are 
expected to be academically honest and ethical. Academic dishonesty includes: cheating; plagiarizing; colluding with others to be 
dishonest; falsifying information; giving, selling, or receiving unauthorized course or test information; using a tool or other aid not 
explicitly permitted by your instructor such as generative AI (e.g. ChatGPT) to complete assignments or exams; or infringing on 
others' copyrights and intellectual property. Academic dishonesty can have serious consequences in the class and/or at WSU. Be 
sure, if you borrow an idea, to express it in language entirely your own and let the reader know the idea’s source in a citation note. 
 
PLAGIARISM: The WSU Student Code defines plagiarism as 'the unacknowledged (uncited) use of any other person or group's ideas 
or work' (Section 6-22, part IV, subsection D, 2, b). Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, 
collusion, falsification, accessing unauthorized course or test information, using unauthorized resources, or breaches of copyright 
laws. None of these will be tolerated in this class. The penalty for academic dishonesty in this course is failure on the assignment 
and possibly the course, depending on circumstances. Please note that WSU subscribes to Turnitin.com, an electronic service that 
verifies the originality of student work.  Enrollment in this course may require that some or all of your assignments be submitted 
to Turnitin this semester. Documents submitted to Turnitin are retained, anonymously, in company databases.   
 
CORE BELIEFS: According to the student code (PPM 6-22), you are to determine before the last day to drop courses without penalty 
if any course requirements conflict with your core beliefs. If after reading the syllabus and class program you expect such a conflict, 
you should consider withdrawing from the class. If you find this solution unworkable, you may request a resolution from the 
instructor. This policy does not obligate the instructor to grant your request, except in those cases when a denial would be arbitrary 
and capricious or illegal. You need to make this request to the instructor in writing and with a copy to the department chair. Your 
request must explain the burden the class requirement would place on your beliefs. If you are not satisfied with the instructor’s 
resolution, you can voice a complaint, petition for a change, or make an appeal through the student petition, complaints & 
grievances process. 
 



INCLUSIVITY: Pivotal to Weber State University's mission is the need to embrace and value the diversity of its members. 
Acknowledging the uniqueness of each individual, we seek to cultivate an environment that encourages freedom of 
expression. Because the University is a community where inquiry is nurtured and theories are tested, every individual has 
the right to feel safe to express ideas that differ from those held by other members of the community. However, all persons 
who aspire to be part of our campus community must accept the responsibility to demonstrate civility and respect for the 
dignity of others. Recognizing that the proper balance between freedom of expression and respect for others is not always 
apparent or easy to achieve, we must continually challenge ourselves and each other in an atmosphere of mutual concern, 
good will and respect. Therefore, expressions or actions that disparage an individual's or group's ethnicity, gender, religion, 
sexual orientation, marital status, age or disability are contrary to the mission of WSU. 
 
ACCOMODATIONS: Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact Disability Services 
(DS) in room 181 of the Student Services Center or Room 256 at the Davis Campus. DS can arrange to provide course 
materials (including this syllabus) in alternative formats upon request. 
 
UNIVERSITY CLOSURE: If for any reason the university is forced to close, please see our Canvas page. Instructions will be 
provided.  
 
THREATENING BEHAVIORS: Threatening behavior is deliberate, hostile conduct which would cause a person to fear injury 
or harm. It includes aggressive actions such as yelling, kicking, insulting, demeaning, bullying, intimidating, pounding on 
desks, slamming doors, blocking or cornering, and issuing threatening or disparaging voice-mails, e-mails, or other written 
intimidating remarks. Threatening behavior will not be tolerated in this class. If you’ve been exposed to threatening 
behavior, contact the office of the Dean of Students. 
 
HARASSMENT, DISCRIMINATION, and SEXUAL MISCONDUCT: Weber State University is committed to providing an 
environment free from harassment and other forms of discrimination based upon race, color, national origin, pregnancy, 
and pregnancy-related conditions such as childbirth, false pregnancy, miscarriage, abortion, or related conditions, (including 
recovery), genetics, disability (see PPM 3-34), religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, veteran, active 
military status, age (over 40 in employment discrimination), and other classifications protected by law.  If you have 
questions regarding the university’s policy against discrimination and harassment, or if you have questions about reporting 
discrimination or harassment, you may contact the university’s Office of Equal Opportunity (801-626-6240) or visit its 
website: weber.edu/equal-opportunity. 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: As a student at Weber State University, you are expected to act responsibly and appropriately 
as you attend a public institution of higher education. When you enroll as a student at WSU, you agree to abide by the 
standards of appropriate and responsible behavior outlined in the student code (PPM 6-22). This applies to your behavior 
as an individual when participating in group settings on campus and if you represent Weber State University at an off-
campus event. Choosing to ignore these important student responsibilities could result in university disciplinary actions. 
 
PROFESSIONALISM AND RESPECT: The sense of human dignity and belonging of all members of the Weber State community 
is a necessary part of a healthy learning environment. Therefore, you should practice civil deportment, and avoid treating 
others in a manner that is demeaning or derisive in any respect. Diverse viewpoints and opinions are welcome in this class, 
and we will practice the mutual deference so important in the world of work when expressing them. Thus, while I encourage 
you to share your opinions, you will be expected to do so in a manner that is respectful towards others.   
 



  

COURSE SCHEDULE 
WEEK 1 JANUARY 10 

Introduction to the course; 
Visit the Honors Center; 
Assigned Reading:  
Alice in Wonderland, page 7-51; 
Film “The Secret World of Lewis Carroll” – Please watch the first 30 minutes. 
 

WEEK 2 JANUARY 17 
Discuss of Alice in Wonderland and film; 
Assigned Reading: 
Alice in Wonderland, from page 51 to the end, 97; 
Film “The Secret World of Lewis Carroll” – Please watch the last 30 minutes. 
Read the Carroll poem in Alice in Wonderland, page 101. 
 

WEEK 3 JANUARY 24 
Discuss Alice in Wonderland and film; 
Preview T.S. Eliot and his poetry; 
Assigned Reading: 
On Freedom, the chapter “Art Song” beginning on page 19 through to 29; 
Read “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” and “The Hollow Men” 
 
 

WEEK 4 FEBRUARY 7 
Discuss “Art Song” and “Prufrock” and “The Hollow Men”  
Assigned Reading: 
On Freedom, the chapter “Art Song” beginning on page 29 through to 38; 
“The Wasteland” 
 

WEEK 5 FEBRUARY 14 
Discuss “Art Song” and “The Wasteland” 
Assigned Reading: 
On Freedom, the chapter “Art Song” beginning on page 38 through to 49; 
The Bell Jar, from page 1 to chapter 6, page 55 
 

WEEK 6 FEBRUARY 21 
Discuss The Bell Jar 
Assigned Reading: 
On Freedom, the chapter “Art Song” beginning on page 49 through to 62; 
The Bell Jar, from page 55 to page chapter 10, page 100 
 

FEBRUARY 22----------FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

WEEK 7 FEBRUARY 28 
Discuss The Bell Jar 
Assigned Reading: 
On Freedom, the chapter “Art Song” beginning on page 62 through to 72; 
The Bell Jar, from page 100 to chapter 14, page 151 
 
 
 



 

 

WEEK 8 MARCH 6 
SPRING BREAK 

Work on portfolio 
Assigned Reading & Listening: 
The Bell Jar, from page 151 to the end of the novel. 
Podcast: The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 1 and 2 
 

WEEK 7 MARCH 13 
Discuss The Bell Jar; 
Assigned Reading & Listening: 
Something to do with Paying Attention, page 3 to page 45;  
Podcast: The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 3 
 

WEEK 8 MARCH 20 
Discuss of Something to do with Paying Attention; 
Assigned Reading & Listening:  
Something to do with Paying Attention, from page 45 to 90; 
Podcast: The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 4 
 

WEEK 9 MARCH 27 
Discuss Something to do with Paying Attention; 
Assigned Reading & Listening: 
Something to do with Paying Attention, from page 90 to the end; 
Podcast The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 5 
 

WEEK 10 APRIL 3 
Discuss Something to do with Paying Attention  
Assigned Listening: 
Podcast: The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 6 
 

WEEK 11 APRIL 10 
Discuss the podcast; 
Assigned Listening: 
Podcast: The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 7 
 

APRIL 16------ UNDERGRADUATE RESEACH AND ENGAGEMENT SYMPOSIUM 
Present a section of your portfolio 
 

WEEK 12 APRIL 17 
Discuss the podcast; 
Assigned Listening: 
Podcast: The Witch Trials of JK Rowling, episode 8 
 

FINALS WEEK 
Submit portfolio 
 
 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 


