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Education: 

Ph.D.  Geography, 1996.  University of Colorado-Boulder, Department of Geography.    

  Doctoral Dissertation: “Agricultural Diversification:  A Path to Smallholder Prosperity 

 and Improved Food Security in Central Kenya.” 

M.A.  Geography, 1992.  University of Colorado-Boulder, Department of Geography.   

B.S.  Geography, 1985.  Utah State University, Department of Geography. 

 

Professional Experience: 

Professor of Geography, Sustainable Land Use Planning program coordinator, Dept. of 

Geography, Environment and Sustainability, Weber State University (1997-present). Started as 

Assistant Professor in 1997; promoted to full Professor with ratings of “excellent” in scholarship, 

teaching and service (see Professional Service Activities) in 2006; served as Department Chair 

from 2011-2017.  Teach a variety of upper- and lower-division Geography courses, including 

two courses online (see Teaching Activities).  Currently pursuing research related to sustainable 

development, and land use planning (see Research Activities).   

 

Land Use Planning Consultant, Weber Pathways, now Trails Foundation of Northern Utah 

(2007-present).  Prepare pathway and open space master plans as an independent contractor for 

Weber County, Utah and surrounding municipalities.   

 

Sustainable Agriculture Educator/Teacher Trainer, U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer, Togo, West 

Africa (1985-1987). Taught secondary level agricultural science and conducted natural science 

teacher training seminars in sustainable agricultural education.  

 

Publications: 

Publications in refereed journals: 

Dorsey, B. 2022. Building a foundation of pragmatic architectural theory to support more   

 sustainable or regenerative straw bale building and code adoption, Journal of   

 Sustainability Research 4(2): e2200003, https://doi.org/10.20900/jsr20220003. 

Dorsey, B. 2021. Refocusing on sustainability: Promoting straw bale building for government-  

 assisted, self-help housing programs in Utah and abroad, Sustainability 13(5), 2545,   

 https://doi.org/10.3390/su13052545  

Dorsey, B. and Mulder, A.  2013.  Planning, place-making and building consensus for transit- 

oriented development: Ogden, Utah case study.  Journal of Transport Geography 32: 65-

76. 

 Dorsey, B.  2008.  Sustainable intermediate transport in West Africa:  Quality before 

 quantity.  World Transport Policy and Practice 14 (2): 8-20. 

 Dorsey, B.  2005.  Mass transit trends and the role of unlimited access in transportation demand 

 management.  Journal of Transport Geography 13 (3):  235-246.   

https://doi.org/10.3390/su13052545


 Dorsey, B.  2004.  Review of The Institutions of Local Development, by Fabio Sforzi, 

 ed.  Southeastern Geographer 44 (1): 129-130. 

 Dorsey, B.  2001.  Linking theories of service-learning and undergraduate Geography 

 education.  Journal of Geography 100: 124-132. 

 Dorsey, B.  1999.  Agricultural Intensification, Diversification, and Commercial Production 

 among Smallholder Coffee Growers in Central Kenya.  Economic Geography 75 

 (2):  178-195.  

 

 Peer review for professional journals: 

Reviewed “Delivering Transit Oriented Development (TOD) in Low to Medium Density   

Contexts. Actor relationships and Market Conditions in Smaller Swedish Cities” for the 

International Journal of Sustainable Transportation (summer, 2023). 

Reviewed "The Immigrant Effect on Commuting Modal Shares: Variation and Consistency   

across Metropolitan Zones" for the Journal of Urbanism: International Research on 

Placemaking and Urban Sustainability (winter, 2022). 

Reviewed “The Immigrant Effect on Commuting Modal Shares: Variation and Consistency  

across Metropolitan Zones” for the Journal of Urbanism: International Research on  

Placemaking and Urban Sustainability (summer, 2020).   

Reviewed “Learning Progression, Paradigms, and Geographic Thinking” for the Review of  

International Geographical Education, (summer, 2019). 

Reviewed “Contextualising Integrated Conservation and Development Projects: Restoring the  

Lost 'Harambee' Link in Kenya” for the journal, Geoforum, (spring, 2018).  

Served as peer review member to editorial staff for the Journal of Transport Geography,  

 (summer, 2013 and spring 2014). 

 Served as peer review member to editorial staff for the Journal of Planning Research and 

 Education, (summer, 2014). 

 

Publications for land use planning agencies:  

Dorsey, B., ed., 2023.  Ogden BRT (OGX) Station Area Study for Ogden City Planning    

 Department. Presented to Ogden City and WSU officials in April, 2023. 

Dorsey, B. ed., 2021.  Ogden City Housing Study. No presentation due to Covid-19 pandemic. 

Dorsey, B., and Grandpre, G., eds. 2020. Morgan County Open Space Plan. Presentation  

 scheduled for April, 2020, canceled due to Covid-19 pandemic, virtual only. 

Dorsey, B. ed., 2019.  Harrisville Development Study (contact, Chad Holbrook).  Presented to   

 Harrisville City Council, April, 2019. 

Dorsey, B, ed., 2017. East Central Neighborhood Housing Study, prepared for Ogden City  

 Community Development (contact, Ward Ogden).  

Dorsey, B. ed., 2016.  WSU Transportation study, presented to WSU staff and administrators in  

 April, 2016. 

Dorsey, B., and H. Johnson, ed.s, 2015. Ogden City Transit Study. Report developed by WSU   

 and U. of Utah planning students, edited with Hal Johnson from the Utah Transit   

 Authority; presented to Ogden City officials in April, 2015. 

Dorsey, B., ed.  2013.  Intermodal Transit Center Development Analysis.  Report developed by  

 WSU planning students; presented to Ogden City and UTA officials in April, 2013. 

Dorsey, B., ed.  2012.  Kaysville Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. 

Dorsey, B., ed.  2011.  Ogden Streetcar Study. 



Dorsey, B., ed.  2010.  Weber County Pathways Master Plan. 

Dorsey, B. and G. Ellis. 2007. Plain City Parks, Trails and Open Space Master Plan. 

 Dorsey, B.  2006.  Draft WSU Transportation Master Plan. Submitted to WSU Parking Services. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2006.  North Ogden City Parks and Trails Plan. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2005.  Uintah City Draft General Plan.  In-house publication by WSU Dept. of 

 Geography for Uintah City Planning Commission.  

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2004.  Central Ogden Revitalization Project Report.  In-house publication by 

 WSU Dept. of Geography for Ogden City Community Development Department. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2003.  Morgan County Land Preservation Plan.  In-house publication by WSU 

 Dept. of Geography for Morgan County Planning Department.  This plan provides 

 guidance to Morgan County officials as they attempt to preserve open space. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2002.  Washington Terrace City Draft General Plan.  In-house publication by 

 WSU Dept. of Geography for Washington Terrace City Planning Commission.  

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2002.  Ogden City Parking Study.  In-house publication by WSU Dept. of 

 Geography for Ogden City Planning Department. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2001. Sunset City Draft General Plan.  In-house publication by WSU Dept. of 

 Geography.  Adopted and reprinted for official use by Sunset City Planning Department, 

 September, 2002. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  2000.  Retaining Marriot-Slaterville’s Rural Character: Open Space Preservation 

 and Pathway Development.  This plan provides guidance to Marriott-Slaterville City 

 officials as they attempt to preserve open space. 

 Dorsey, B., ed.  1999.  Marriott-Slaterville Draft General Plan.  In-house publication by WSU 

 Dept. of Geography.  Adopted and reprinted for official use by Marriott-Slaterville City 

 Planning Department, September, 1999.   

 

Professional Presentations (since 2010): 

Dorsey, B. “Appreciating Straw Bale Home Construction:  Identifying Constraints in  

Establishing Building Code.” International Geographical Union Conference, Quebec, 

Canada. August, 2018. 

Dorsey, B. “All Is Not Quiet on the Wasatch Front: Measurements and Mitigation of Noise 

 Pollution from Military Air Traffic.” American Association of Geographers National 

 Meeting, San Francisco, CA.  March, 2016.   

 Dorsey, B.  “The Importance of Sustainability Studies in Course Work:  A Multi-disciplinary 

 Approach.”  Hawaii International Conference on Education (HICE), Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 January, 2014. 

 Dorsey, B. “Program Building for Current and Future Geography Dept. Chairs.” Association of 

 American Geographers Regional Meeting, Denver, CO.  October, 2011.   

 Dorsey, B. “Transit Oriented Development and the College Campus: Weber State University 

 Case Study.” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA. April, 

 2011.   

 Dorsey, B. and J. Jones.  “Linking undergraduate research to community service:  Cases in land 

 use planning and your discipline.”  Utah Campus Compact Annual Conference.  SLC, 

 UT.  February, 2010.   

  

Grants/Funding Awarded (since 2015): 

2020 WSU Presidential Teaching Innovation grant ($5000) under the auspices of RSPG to   



 research certification for Sustainable Land Use Planning (SLUP), completed fall, 2021. 

2018 WSU Research, Scholarship, and Professional Growth Award: Awarded $1200 to conduct  

Surveys for research on noise pollution from Hill Air Force Base with Co-PI, Todd Baird, 

PhD. WSU Dept. of Psychology. 

 2016 WSU Office of Undergraduate Research, Faculty Mentor Travel Award:  Awarded $450 

 for travel to AAG national conference to present a paper with undergraduate student. 

 

Land Use Planning contracts awarded: 

Plain City Pathway Planning, contracted for $9000 (2008). 

Ogden City Property Value Study, contracted for $1000 (2004). 

Ogden City Neighborhood Revitalization Project, contracted for $800 (2004). 

Morgan County Land Preservation Plan, contracted for $800 (2003). 

Washington Terrace City Draft General Plan, contracted for $800 (2002).  

 Sunset City Draft General Plan, contracted for $600 (2001). 

Marriot-Slaterville Open Space Preservation Plan, contracted for $500 (2000).   

Marriott-Slaterville Draft General Plan, contracted for $500 (1999). 

 

Awards: 

Recipient of John A. Lindquist Award for Community Service, April 2010. 

 George and Beth Lowe Innovative Teaching Award, 2007.  Honored and awarded for 

 commitment to teaching excellence. 

 Gwen Williams Award of Excellence for participation in civic engagement with other WSU 

 faculty, 2004. 

Finalist for Weber State University Crystal Crest, Master Teaching Award. 2004. 

 Awarded “Recognition of Outstanding Civic Engagement” by the Utah Campus Compact 

 in April, 2003 for community-based academic service-learning projects in land use 

 planning. 

 

Professional Organization Memberships: 

Association of American Geographers (AAG) 

American Planning Association 

American Farmland Trust 

American Institute of Urban and Regional Affairs (AIURA) 

Associates in Rural Development (ARD) 

 

Teaching Activities: 

Land Use Planning courses: As coordinator of the WSU Urban and Regional Planning 

Program, I teach Land Use Planning courses (GEOG 4410 and 4420), provide career counseling, 

and arrange internships.  These planning courses provide a community service as students work 

with community agencies on projects relevant to theory and principles of planning.  During 

Advanced Planning courses, I have involved students in the preparation and presentation of draft 

general plans and land preservation plans for surrounding municipalities and counties.  These 

courses expose students to extensive field work methodology, such as the development, 

administration, and interpretation of survey questionnaires, gathering of data for land use 

classification, and/or the compilation and analysis of data for environmental impact analysis. 

 



Field courses and research seminars:  I have been teaching Advanced Field Studies courses for 

more than 20 years at WSU.  In the past 6 years since my last sabbatical leave, I have led a field 

course every fall and spring semester, except during Covid closures.  Typically, students are 

engaged in field studies that are increasingly focused on sustainability.  Over the past 5-10 years, 

many field courses in the Moab area have featured community service work with a non-profit 

affordable housing program, Community Rebuilds. We have been visiting the Latigo Wind Farm 

in Monticello as part of the sustainable energy studies portion of those outings. Other trips 

include visits to a geothermal plant near the City of Rocks Natural Reserve in Idaho, and the 

Idaho National Laboratories to learn more about nuclear power.  During all field excursions I 

provide students with extensive reading materials (descriptive, theoretical, and methodological), 

maps, and field research experiences.  Field course work has drawn upon Utah’s unique physical 

Geography (geomorphology, ecology, etc.), as well as challenges in land use and resource 

management.  The latter has involved study with representatives from the U.S. Forest Service 

and Bureau of Land Management.  I also teach our senior research seminars, which involve field 

work, quantitative analysis, and practical experience in research presentation.   

  

Research Seminar (GEOG 4990) Spring, intermittent Research Activities: 

Sustainable land use and transportation planning: most recent research has focused on 

regenerative architecture and affordable housing programs.  Past research addressed 

inadequacies of parking requirements and mass transit incentive programs.  I am also interested 

in researching the impacts of urban and suburban growth on farmers, agricultural land use 

practices, and open space preservation measures (“quality growth” initiatives).  Development of 

urban and peri-urban pathways systems and preservation of open space remain a central tenet of 

my research and community service.  

 

Sustainable development: My current research interests lie in the area of sustainable building 

design, specifically straw bale construction and supportive code.  Past research projects 

addressed the cultural, socio-economic, and environmental aspects of development, particularly 

agricultural diversification and development.  I pursued a project with the Institute of 

Transportation and Development Policy that aimed to improve bicycle transportation and 

marketing in Togo.  

 

Geography education/service-learning: I am currently involved in developing service-learning, 

a.k.a., “high impact,” community engaged learning, partnerships with local agencies that deal 

with land use planning issues.  Much of the course material emerging from this work focuses on 

sustainable land use practices.  

 

Professional Service Activities: 

Weber State University committees:   

 University level:  

 University Rank and Tenure Review Committee (2021-22). 

 Community Engaged Learning Curriculum Committee (2018 to present) 

 Environmental Initiatives Committee (1997-2009); chair (2006-2009). 

 University Curriculum Committee (2000-2004). 

 University Parking Committee (2001 to 2011). Ongoing involvement. 

 Social and Behavioral Sciences College level: 



 Social and Behavioral Science College Dean’s Search Committees (2009, 2020) 

 General Education Assessment Committee 

 Scholarship Committee 

Departmental level:   

 Department Chair (2011 to 2017), Rank and Tenure Review committees for Geography faculty, 

New Faculty Search Committees, Library Representative, Geography Club advisor 

 

Other committee/community professional service activities: 

Ogden City’s Development Code Update (Zone Ogden) Advisory Committee (beginning late  

 fall, 2023 through spring 2025).  

Ogden City Transportation Advisory Committee, WSU representative, Ogden City (2015-2019). 

Weber Pathways, board member, Weber County, UT:  donate a significant amount of  

time to this non-profit trail and open space preservation advocacy group.  Plan and 

construct pathways in Weber County (2006 to 2012). Continue to serve as ad hoc board 

member. 

 Gombe School for the Environment and Society (GOSESO) board of directors, elected (2/14) as 

 board member to advise on development of a K-12 private school in western Tanzania. 

 2014 Intermountain Sustainability Summit, moderated two sessions on hydroelectric power and 

 solar power.  Weber State University, February, 2014. 

 National Science Foundation, funding proposal review:  review funding proposals submitted to 

 NSF for various studies, most focusing on rural development in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 Service-Learning Grant/Project:  continue to work with other Weber State University faculty to 

 promote service-learning partnerships with community organizations. 

 Service to Marriott-Slaterville City, UT:  prepared and presented a draft general plan, with 

 assistance from Advanced Planning course participants, for the Marriott-Slaterville 

 Planning Commission and City Council (the plan was adopted for use by the City in the 

 Fall of 1999).  Extended in Spring, 2000 to develop an Open Space Preservation Plan.       

 Service to Morgan and Weber Counties, UT:  made recommendations for open space 

 preservation in rural areas.  Participated in a conference entitled “Farmland's Future- A 

 Weber County Perspective.” 

 Service to City of Kaysville, UT.  Developed and presented, with assistance from Advanced   

 Planning course participants, the Kaysville Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. 

 Service to City of Ogden, UT:  met with Ogden City Mayor and other officials to establish 

 community service-learning partnerships with Weber State University.  Provided 

 assistance with Ogden City's general plan, and made recommendations for the city’s 

 recycling program.  Continue to assist with the regional planning effort, Envision Utah. 

 Service to Washington Terrace City, UT:  prepared and presented a draft general plan, with 

 assistance from Advanced Planning course participants. 
 

 


