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Eric Carl Ewert, PhD 

 

Office:   Lindquist Hall (Social Science Building), room 361 

 Department of Geography, Environment & Sustainability 

 1210 University Circle 

 Weber State University, Ogden UT 84408-1210  

 (801) 626-6197 office, (801) 626-6207 department, (801) 626-7130 fax, 

 Website: http://www.weber.edu/geography/EricEwert.html    

  Email: eewert@weber.edu 

 

Education 

 

PhD GEOGRAPHY 1997- 2002 

University of Idaho Moscow, Idaho 

·Topical Proficiencies: Environmental, Population, Historical, Urban, Economic 

·Area Proficiencies: American West, United States, World 

·Techniques: Cartography, Spatial Analysis, and GIS 

Dissertation: The Case for Place: 80 Years of Demographic and Economic Change 

In the Boom and Bust Pacific Northwest, © 2003. 

 

MA GEOGRAPHY 1987-1990 

University of Oregon Eugene, Oregon 

   ·Major Emphasis: Human Geography 

·Minor Emphasis: Physical Geography 

·Language Proficiency: Written and Spoken Spanish 

Thesis: Puerto Peñasco, Sonora, Mexico: The Creation of a Hybrid 

Landscape in a Fragile Environment, © 1990. 

 

BS GEOLOGY - Cum Laude 1982-1987 

Northern Arizona University Flagstaff, Arizona  

·Major Fields: Geologic Engineering and Hydrology 

·Minor Fields: Physical Science, Spanish 

 

 

Scholarship 

 

Articles, Book Chapters, and Maps: 

  “Map of Great Salt Lake Region, Utah,” in Trentelman, Carla Koons. 2020. 

“Relationships between Humans and Great Salt Lake: Dynamics of Change.” Pp. 63-86 

in Baxter, B.K and Butler, J.K., eds. Great Salt Lake Biology: A Terminal Lake in a Time 

of Change. Springer, Netherlands. 

  “Designed for Clean Air: The Role of Urban Planning and Transit in Solving Wasatch 

Front Air Quality Issues.” Chapter 9 in Hal Crimmel, Editor, Utah’s Air Quality Issues: 

Problems and Solutions, The University of Utah Press, 2020. 

  “Searching for the ‘Old West’ in the Theme Towns of the New West,” Review of Social 
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Sciences, Vol. 01, No. 01: January 2016, pp. 1-14. 

  “The Coming Challenge: Population Growth and Water Decline in Utah.”  Chapter 1 in 

Hal Crimmel, Editor, Desert Water: The Future of Utah’s Water Resources, The 

University of Utah Press, 2014. 

  “Promoting a Green Academic Program,” Teaching/Learning Matters, ASA’s Newsletter 

for the Section on Teaching and Learning in Sociology, Volume 42, Number 2, Fall 2013. 

  Developing a Vision and Plan for the Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education 

Program (NUGeoTec).  A NSF-ATE peer reviewed and funded proposal, pp 1-45, June 

1, 2012. 

  “Maps of Great Salt Lake Region, Utah,” in Carla Koons Trentelman. “Place Dynamics 

in a Mixed Amenity Place: Great Salt Lake, Utah.” (Human Ecology Review. 18(2):126-

138, 2011). 

  “Rural Place Redevelopment and the ‘Rise of Theme Towns.’”  Published Abstracts, 

Annual Conference Southwestern Division of the Association of American Geographers, 

Conference Guide, Texas State University, San Marcos, Texas, 2008. 

  “From Hinterland to Bellwether: A Century of Demographic and Economic Change in 

the Pacific Northwest” (The Journal of the West, Vol. 45, No. 1, Winter 2006, pp 41-51). 

  “Lemhi Pass and Tendoy, Idaho,” in America’s Historic Sites (Pasadena: Salem Press, 

2000). 

  “Setting the Pacific Northwest Stage: The Influence of the Natural Environment,” 

Chapter 1 in Dale D. Goble and Paul W. Hirt, eds., Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples: 

Readings in Environmental History (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1999). 

  “Are Crowds Better than Cows?  The Conversion to Tourism, Recreation, and Retirement 

in the Pacific Northwest’s Amenity Towns.”  Published Abstracts, Planetary 

Stewardship: an Interdisciplinary Conference on the Environment, Conference Guide, 

The Borah Foundation, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho, 1998. 

  “From Extractive to Attractive: Demographic and Economic Boom and Bust in the Non-

Metropolitan American West.”  F. Andrew Schoolmaster, editor, (Papers and 

Proceedings of the Applied Geography Conferences, Volume 20, 1997, page 354) 

 

Editorials: 

  “We’re still suffering the mighty consequences of Utah’s “Mighty 5” campaign Editorial, 

The Salt Lake Tribune, May 13, 2024. 

  “Utah Republicans traffic in fear politics” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, February 11, 

2024. 

  “Who does the I-15 expansion really benefit?” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, 

November 17, 2023. 

  “Only one Scenario could save the Once Great Salt Lake” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, December 2, 2022. 

  “This is not a drought.  This is aridification” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, July 15, 

2022. 

  “Utah Legislature moves from embarrassing to appalling” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, November 19, 2021. 

   “The endless hucksterism worked.  Utah is the fastest-growing state for the last decade” 

Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, April 22, 2021. 
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  “Maybe Utahns Will Finally Vote in Their Own Best Interests” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, October 11, 2020. 

  “Righting our botched COVID-19 response is just the beginning of geospatial 

technology’s power” Editorial, The Standard Examiner, August 31, 2020. 

  “Want to clean the air?  Plan for people instead of cars” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, 

March 1, 2020. 

  “Utah’s true religion is growth” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, May 25, 2019. 

  “For opponents of Utah monuments, it’s not about the facts” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, May 29, 2018. 

  “How about an elected government that looks like Utah?" Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, March 25, 2017. 

  “Rep. Rob Bishop’s Public Lands Initiative is a public lands disaster” Editorial, The 

Standard Examiner, September 15, 2016. 

  “Decline of the Once Great Salt Lake” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, November 29, 

2015. 

  “Snowpack Says Utahns Need a More Conservative Approach to Water” Editorial, The 

Salt Lake Tribune, February 7, 2015. 

  “State of Utah a Single-Use Land Mismanager” Editorial, The Standard Examiner, 

December 13, 2014. 

  “Time to Bite Bullet and Raise Fuel Tax” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, February 1, 

2014. 

  “Climate Change: Finally, at Least One Conservative Gets It” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, September 29, 2013. 

  “Utah’s Misguided Land Grab” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, June 16, 2012. 

  “Utah Growing Like a Third-World Country” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, March 

26, 2011. 

  “Welcome to Utah – Just Don’t Breathe” Editorial, The Standard Examiner, January 24, 

2010. 

 

Presentations 

  “Fall 2023 Sabbatical Report: Mapping a pathway to an all-online degree, with a side trip 

to the Grand Canyon and Mt. Everest” - presentation, College of Social and Behavioral 

Sciences, April 2, 2024. 

  “Designed for Clean Air: The Role of Urban Planning and Transit in Solving Wasatch 

 Front Air Quality Issues” – presentation, The American West Since 1900, Spring, 2022. 

  “Our Changing Environment Will Completely Rearrange Our Geography” – presentation, 

 SBS Community Course on the Future, Autumn, 2021 

  “Spring 2020 Sabbatical Report: Wandering the Backroads of Patagonia” - presentation, 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, November 5, 2020. 

  “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program (NUGeoTec)” presentation 

and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation (NSF) Advancing 

Technological Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, DC, October 24-26, 

2018. 

  “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program (NUGeoTec)” presentation 

and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation (NSF) Advancing 
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Technological Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, DC, October 23-25, 

2017. 

  “2017 Geography Program Review Presentation” to Faculty Senate Executive Committee, 

September 28, 2017  

  “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program (NUGeoTec)” - presentation 

and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation (NSF) Advancing 

Technological Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, DC, October 26-28, 

2016. 

  “Spring 2015 Sabbatical Report: Circumnavigating South America” - presentation, 

Department of Geography, March 23, 2016. 

  “Geospatial Programs in Higher Education:  Lessons Learned and Resources Leveraged 

by Current NSF-ATE Projects” - presentation, GeoTech Webinar, October 28, 2015. 

  “NUGeoTec” presentation and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation 

(NSF) Advancing Technological Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, 

DC, October 21-23, 2015. 

  “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program (NUGeoTec) Update” - 

presentation at the Quarterly Meetings of the Northern Utah GIS User’s Group, May 5, 

2015, Layton, Utah. 

  “Geospatial Employer Survey: Using Results to Build Better Curriculum” - paper 

presentation at the Annual Meetings of the Association of American Geographers (AAG), 

Chicago, Illinois, April 21-25, 2015. 

  “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program (NUGeoTec)” presentation 

and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation (NSF) Advancing 

Technological Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, DC, October 22-24, 

2014. 

  “From Bleak to Bonanza: Puerto Peñasco, a Tourist Boomtown in the Mexican Desert” - 

paper presentation at the Annual Meetings of the Association of American Geographers 

(AAG), Tampa, Florida, April 8-12, 2014. 

  “NUGTEP” presentation and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation 

(NSF) Advancing Technological Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, 

DC, October 23-25, 2013. 

  “Puerto Peñasco: Tourist Boomtown in the Mexican Desert” - paper presentation at the 

Annual Meetings of Great Plains/Rocky Mountain Division of the Association of 

American Geographers (GPRMAAG), Park City, Utah, October 11-12, 2012. 

  “Remaking the Rural West: The Costs of Attracting Tourists, Recreationists, Retirees, 

and Footloose Industries” - paper presentation at the Annual Meetings of Great 

Plains/Rocky Mountain Division of the Association of American Geographers 

(GPRMAAG), Logan, Utah, September 25-26, 2009. 

  “Tourism Redevelopment Strategies: Are Western Theme Towns the Answer?” - paper 

presented at the Annual Meetings of the Association of American Geographers (AAG), 

Las Vegas, Nevada, March 22-27, 2009. 

  “10th Annual GIS Day,” Co-Director, Workshops and Presentations, Weber State 

University, November 19, 2008. 

  “The View from the River: A Writer and a Geographer Raft the Grand Canyon,” invited 

presentation to the Weber County Historical Society, Weber State University, Alumni 
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Center, November 17, 2008 

  “Rural Place Redevelopment and the Rise of ‘Theme Towns,’” - paper presentation at the 

Annual Meetings of Southwestern Division of the Association of American Geographers 

(SWAAG), San Marcos, Texas, October 23-25, 2008. 

  “Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS),” Invited Talks: WSU College of 

Social and Behavioral Sciences and departments of Criminal Justice and Political 

Science, 2006-2008. 

  “GIS for Beginners Workshop,” Co-Leader, Workshop for Faculty and Staff, Weber State 

University, August 20, 2007 

  “From Hinterland to Bellwether: A Century of Demographic and Economic Change in 

the Pacific Northwest” - paper presentation at the 100th Annual Meetings of the 

Association of American Geographers (AAG), Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 15-19, 

2004. 

  “Searching for the ‘Real West’ in the Theme Towns of the New West,” - paper 

presentation at the Annual Meetings of the Western Historical Association (WHA), Fort 

Worth, Texas, October 8-11, 2003. 

  “Grand Canyon Geography,” invited presentation, National Geography Awareness Week, 

Moscow, Idaho, November 2000. 

  “Beyond Capitals and Countries: Essential Geography,” invited lectures, The Alliance of 

Idaho Geographers Institute, Clark Fork, Idaho, June 1999. 

  “Are Crowds Better Than Cows?  The Conversion to Tourism, Recreation, and 

Retirement in the Pacific Northwest’s Amenity Towns,” The Borah Conference, 

Moscow, Idaho, April 1998. 

  “From Extractive to Attractive: Demographic and Economic Boom and Bust in the Non-

Metropolitan American West,” National Meetings, Association of Applied Geographers, 

Albuquerque, New Mexico, November 1997.

  “From Extractive to Attractive: The Boom, Bust, and Boom Again of Natural Resource Towns in 

the American West,” - paper presentation at the Annual Meetings of the Association of American 

Geographers, Fort Worth, Texas, April 1997. 

 

Professional Review/Consultation/Chair 

  Radio Interview, “We’re still suffering the mighty consequences of Utah’s “Mighty 5” 

campaign” KNRS, May 13, 2024. 

  Sessions Moderator, “Where Matters: Creating Access to Opportunity” and “Reimagining 

Transportation for the 21st Century,” Intermountain Sustainability Summit, Weber State 

University, March 21, 2024. 

  Newspaper Interview, “Should Utah be exporting its alfalfa?”  Article, The Salt Lake Tribune, 

March 16, 2023. 

  Radio Interview, “How ceasing alfalfa farming is one way to make a real difference in saving the 

Great Salt Lake” KNRS, December 5, 2022. 

  Session Moderator, “3:30-4:30,” Utah Conference on Undergraduate Research, Weber State 

University, February 22, 2019. 

  Session Moderator, “The Importance of Conserving Public Lands,” Intermountain Sustainability 

Summit, Weber State University, March 17, 2017. 

  Film Commentary, Desert Water: A New Water Ethic, 2015, based on the book: Desert Water: 
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The Future of Utah’s Water Resources (University of Utah Press, 2014). 

  Geography Consultant, “Pearson Mastering Geography Focus Group,” Annual Meetings of the 

Association of American Geographers (AAG), Chicago, Illinois, April 22, 2015. 

  Advisor, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance (SUWA) On-line Defense Team, 2012-present. 

  Panel Moderator and Organizer, “Utah Air Quality,” Weber State University, January 22, 2014. 

  Radio Interview, “Population Growth in Utah and the West” KPCW-NPR, March 31, 2011. 

  Panel Member, “Liquid Assets,” an Evaluation of the United States’ Water Infrastructure.  

Weber State University, Water and the West Series, November 10, 2008. 

  Session Chair, “Tourism Geographies,” Annual Meetings of Southwestern Division of the 

Association of American Geographers (SWAAG), San Marcos, Texas, October 23-25, 2008. 

  Session Chair, “Assessing Impacts of Urban Demographic Change,” Association of American 

Geographers, 100th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, March 19, 2004. 

  Session Chair, “Paper Presentations,” Utah Geographical Society, 18th Annual Fall Meeting, 

University of Utah, Friday, October 18, 2002. 

  Session Chair, “Paper Presentations,” Utah Geographical Society, 17th Annual Fall Meeting, 

Weber State University, Friday, September 14, 2001. 

  Geography Editor, Idaho History: Discovering Tomorrow Through Yesterday, A Regional 

Textbook for Secondary Schools (Northwest Speaks, 2001). 

  Content Consultant and Review, National Geographic Guide to America’s Outdoors: Northern 

Rockies (Washington DC: National Geographic Society, 2000). 

  Content Consultant and Review, National Geographic Guide to America’s Outdoors: Pacific 

Northwest (Washington DC: National Geographic Society, 2000). 

  Textbook Review, Physical Geography, 1st Ed. by Reynolds (McGraw-Hill, 2013). 

  Textbook Review, The Geography of North America, 1st Ed. by S. Hardwick (Holtgrieve, 2010). 

  Textbook Review, Understanding Physical Geography by Pidwirny et al (McGraw-Hill, 2007). 

  Textbook Review, Earth Environments by M. Bradshaw (Boston: Mosby-Year Book, 1991). 

 

Honors/Awards/Grants ($12k Weber + $60k ESRI + $183k NSF + 139k + $185.5k Grants to date) 

  NSF Grant Proposal (not funded): Proposal Number: 2202032, Title: New Pathways to Drone 

 Operations and Geospatial Technician Education in Northern Utah (NUGeoTec-GETDRONE), 

 October, 2021.  Co-PIs: Drs. Mike Hernandez and Ryan Frazier.  $481,050 and 74 pages. 

  The Learn and Work Program Grant, NUGeoTec, Weber State University, Fall 2021, $185,499. 

  CARES Act NUGeoTec Grant, Weber State University, Fall 2020, $139,000 

  Faculty Sustainability Research Award, Weber State University, Spring 2020 

  Faculty Sustainability Research Award, Weber State University, Spring 2015 

  Hemingway Excellence Award, Weber State University, Spring 2014 

  National Science Foundation Grant: “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program” 

A collaborative proposal with Mike Hernandez, Geoscience Dept., 2012-2015. 

  Research, Scholarship and Profession Growth Grant, Weber State University, Autumn 2008 

  Academic Resources and Computing Committee Grant, Weber State University, Spring 2006 

  Campus-wide Geographic Information Systems (G.I.S.) Grant, in collaboration with the 

department of Geosciences, Weber State University, 2004-present 

  Putting Students Through Recognition Award, Weber State University, Spring 2006 

  Research, Scholarship and Profession Growth Grant, Weber State University, 2004 

  Hemingway Faculty Vitality Award, Weber State University, 2003 

  Higher Education Technology Initiative Grant, Weber State University Spring 2002 

  Academic Resources and Computing Committee Grant, WSU, Spring 2002

  Excellence in Teaching Award, University of Idaho, 2001 
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  Norman M. Smith Scholarship for Academic Excellence, University of Idaho, 1999 

  Excellence in Environmental Service/Teaching Award, College of Eastern Utah, 1997 

  Title III Distance Learning Grant for Course Development, College of Eastern Utah, 1995 

  The Outstanding Senior, Northern Arizona University (NAU), 1987 

  Award for Outstanding Scholarship, NAU, 1987 

  President's Service Award for Outstanding Collegiate Service, NAU, (1983-1987) 

  Rodney Mather Award for Community Service, NAU, 1987 

  Gold Axe Award for Outstanding Service and Scholarship, NAU,  (1986-1987) 

  Academic Tuition Waiver, NAU, (1982-1986) 

  Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society (1985-1988) 

  Mortar Board Senior Honor Society Service Organization (1985-1987) 

  Blue Key National Honor Fraternity (1984-1987) 

  Sophomore Men's Honorary (1983-1985) 

  Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society, 1983 

 

Professional Experience 

 

Professor and Chair, Department of Geography July 2001-Present; Chair since July 2017 

Weber State University, Ogden, Utah 

Perform the myriad duties of a full-time, tenured professor: teaching, research, writing, 

conference attendance, departmental, college, and university service, advising, committee work, 

community outreach, travel, et cetera.  Serving as Department Chair since July, 2017. 

 

Courses Taught: 

Geog 1000 Natural Environments of Earth 

Geog 1300 Places and Peoples of the World 

Geog 1520 Geography of the U.S. and Canada 

Geog 1790 Exploring Our World Through Geospatial Technology 

Geog 3210 Urban Geography 

Geog 3360 Economic Geography 

Geog 3450 Cartography 

Geog 3460 Advanced Cartography/GIS 

Geog 3540 Geography of Latin America and the Caribbean 

Geog 3790 Geography Research Seminar 

Geog 4800 Individual Research 

Geog 4810 Exploring Our World Through Geospatial Science 

Geog 4840 Geospatial Internship 

Geog 4890 Cooperative Work Experience 

Geog 4950 Advanced Regional Field Studies 

Geog 4990 Senior Seminar in Geography 

 

Lecturer, Department of Geography August 1997-May 2001 

University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 

Served as a full-time sabbatical replacement for one year and a part-time appointment for 

remaining years. Taught lower and upper division courses for freshmen through graduate 

students including majors and non-majors.  Supervised graduate laboratory teaching assistants.  

Class sizes ranged from 10 to 250 students. 
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Courses Taught:

GEOG 100 Physical Geography    

GEOG 200 World Regional Geography 

GEOG 330 Urban Geography 

GEOG 420 Land and Resource Regulation 

GEOG 499 Directed Study 

 

Professor and Chair, Department of Geography and Anthropology July 1992-June 1997 

College of Eastern Utah, Price, Utah 

Established departmental curriculum; developed new courses; recruited and advised 

students; facilitated matriculation for continuing students and secured student internships; 

hired full-time and adjunct faculty; served on division, college, faculty, and student 

committees; taught classes of 20-100 students; and offered numerous televised classes via 

the Distance Learning Network. 

 

Courses Taught: 

GEOG 101 Introduction to Physical Geography 

GEOG 103 Introduction to Human Geography 

GEOG 105 World Regional Geography 

ANTH 101 Introduction to Anthropology 

SLSC 105 Social Science Freshman Seminar 

ENVR 121 Field Experience 

ENVR 201 Environment Amid Changing Values 

 

Adjunct Professor, Department of Geography September 1991 - June 1992 

College of Eastern Utah, Price, Utah 

 

Instructor, Department of Geography August 1990 - May 1991 

University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 

 

Library Technician, Owen Science and Engineering Library April - August 1990 

Washington State University, Pullman, Washington 

Supervised student workers and assisted reference, circulation, patrons, and building 

security.  

 

Enumerator February - April 1990 

U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Commerce, Pullman, Washington 

Involved in the 1990 decennial census count of Whitman County, Washington.    

 

Instructor, Department of Geography June 1988 - December 1988 

University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 

 

Graduate Teaching Fellow, Department of Geography September 1987 - June 1989 

University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 

Lectured, tutored, and created/graded tests and assignments for human and physical 

geography. 

 

Service 
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Professional 

  Participant, American Association of Geographers (AAG), Department Chairs’ Discussion 

Forum, 2017-Present. 

  Panel Expert for Zippia: The Career Expert in Job Searches, January 23, 2021: 

https://www.zippia.com/geography-instructor-jobs/trends/ 

  Advisor, Physical Geography/Meteorology: Adaptive Learning, Media, and Technology Focus 

Group - the Annual Meetings of the Association of American Geographers (AAG), Chicago, 

Illinois, April 21-25, 2015. 

  Data Acquisition/GIS/Cartography/Map Design and Writing for South Ogden City Community 

Survey Project for Weber State University, College of Social Science Colleagues (2014-2015). 

  Data Acquisition/GIS/Cartography/Map Design and Writing for Ogden United Promise 

Neighborhood Project for Weber State University, College of Social Science Colleagues (2013). 

  Panel Member, Liquid Assets, an Evaluation of the United States’ Water Infrastructure.  Weber 

State University, November 10, 2008. 

  GIS/Cartography/Map Design of Four Great Salt Lake Maps for Weber State University 

Sociology Colleague (2008). 

  Research/Consultation for Marismas Nacionales, Nayarit, Mexico, Environmental Conservation 

and Economic Development Project, (2007).  Initial phase only. 

  Geography Content Advisor, Fusion: Integrating the Social Sciences: a State of Washington 

Education Project for Professors of Education and Their Primary and Secondary Education 

Students, (2001). 

  Guest Lecturer, Alliance of Idaho Geographers’ Summer Institute for Primary and Secondary 

School Teachers, (1999). 

  Advisor, Carbon County, Utah, County Master Planning Project [Public Lands and Resources] 

(1994-1997). 

  Consultant, Radon Detection Systems, Boulder, Colorado (1991-1995). 

  State Judge, Idaho, National Geographic Society’s Geography Bee, (1991). 

  Member, Association of American Geographers (1994-present). 

 

Collegiate 

  Extensive administrative, service, and committee work at Weber State University, including: 

 

Member, CoSBS Dean Evaluation Committee, Spring 2023 

Member, University Chair’s Council, 2017-present 

Participant, First-Year Summit: Goals and Program, January 20, 2023 

Participant, 1st International Academic Conference on the Sustainable Development  

  Goals, Utah Valley University, October 5-7, 2022 

Participant, Leveraging Sustainability Work with the Provost, August 15, 2022 

Co-Chair, Climate Justice Teach-In, March 30th, 2022 

Member, MA Peace and Sustainable Development Steering Committee, 2022 

Participant, Website Basics and Best Practices Workshop, Spring 2022 

Member, Department of Geography Faculty Search Committee, Fall 2021 

Participant, BIS Discussion, Fall 2021 

Participant, Interdisciplinary Town Hall, Fall 2021 

Participant, Faculty Discussion with Upswing Authors, Fall 2021 

Participant, Faculty Chairs Workshop with Tim Renick, Fall 2021 

Member, WSU Interdisciplinary Geospatial Advisory Committee, Summer 2021 

Member, COSBS Associate Dean Search Committee, Summer, 2021 

Member, Facilities Management GIS Technical Analyst Search Committee, Fall 2020 
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Participant, Curriculog Training Session, Fall 2020 

Co-Director, CARES Act NUGeoTec Grant, Weber State University, 2020-2022 

Chair, Department of Geography, Environment & Sustainability, July 2017-present 

Chair, Department of Geography Instructor Search Committee, Spring 2019 

Member, Tree Campus USA Committee, Fall 2018-present 

Member, CSBS Advising Council, 2018-present 

Participant, Faculty Discussion with Paul Hawken, Spring 2019 

Participant, Purple Carpet Events, Fall 2018-Spring 2019 

Member, Departments of Geography and Geosciences Geospatial Science and   

  Technology Faculty Search Committee, 2018-2019 

Chair, Department of Geography Instructor Search Committee, Spring 2018 

Member, Dello Dayton Award Selection Committee, Spring 2018 

Participant, Political Learning & Engagement Dept. Chair Focus Group, Spring 2018 

Participant, Faculty Discussion with Naomi Oreskes, Spring 2018 

Participant, Full Ecology Faculty Workshop, Spring 2018 

Participant, AA/EO Training Session, Spring 2018 

Member, Social Science Online Committee, 2017-2018 

Member, Social Science Scholarship Committee, 2017-present 

Member, Social Science Dean Search Committee, 2017-2018, 2018-2019 

Organizer, Department of Geography Retreats, December, April, May 2017-2019 

Participant, Geosciences Department Strategic Planning, Fall 2017 

Member, Department of Sociology Review, Spring 2017 

Chair, Department of Geography Office Administrator Search Committee, Spring 2017 

Participant, QPR Suicide Workshop, Spring 2016 

Member, Department of Geography Instructor Search Committee, Spring 2016 

Member, Social Science Online Course Review Committee, 2015-2019 

Chair, Social Science Post-Tenure Policy Revision Committee, 2013-2014 

Designer, GEOG 1000 & 1520 Online Courses for Department of Geography, Fall 2013 

Participant, WSU Canvas Training for On-line Instructors, Summer 2013  

Participant, Environmental Issues Committee Retreat, May 2013-2016 

Member, Social Science Tenure Policy Revision Committee, 2011-2013 

Member, Social Science Distinguished Lecture Series Committee, 2012-present 

Member, CoSBS Curriculum Committee, (2007-2010, 2013, 2020-present) 

Member, Department of Geography Faculty Search Committee, (2012-2013) 

Webmaster, Department of Geography Website, 2008-2017 

Member, Department of Geography Faculty Review Committee, (Autumn, 2011) 

Member, Campus Environmental Issues Committee, (2010-present) 

Advisor, Deliberative Democracy Project, (2008-2010) 

Designer, Department of Geography Website, Masthead, and Bookmarks (Autumn, 2008) 

Member, Water and the West, ad hoc committee (2008-2010) 

Member, Faculty Senate, (2007-2010) 

Member, Geosciences Accreditation and Review Committee, (Spring, 2008) 

Co-Director, Weber State University GIS Users Group, (2006-present)

Faculty Advisor, Geography Club, (2005-2010) 

Advisor, BIS, Honors, and Directed Research Students (2003-present) 

Member, College of Social Science Computer Committee, (2001-present) 

Principle Participant, Major Fest, (2004-2010) 

Co-founder and Contributor, Geography Alumni Scholarship Fund, (2001-present) 

Participant, Service Learning Workshop, February 2008 

Member, Department of Geography Faculty Search Committee, (Autumn, 2004) 
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Member, Department of Geosciences Faculty Search Committee, (Autumn, 2002) 

Member, Department of Geography Faculty Search Committee, (Autumn, 2001) 

Participant, Civil Rights, Affirmative Action, and ADD Training, (October, 2001) 

 

  Extensive administrative, service, and committee work at College of Eastern Utah, including: 

Environmental Studies Director (1994-1997) 

College Senate [Faculty Representative, Division Representative] (1993-1996) 

Affirmative Action Committee [Faculty Representative] (1992-1997) 

International Club Faculty Advisor (1992-1997) 

Environmental Club Advisor (1994-1997) 

Faculty Association Member (1992-1997) 

Educational Network Television Instructor (1992-1997) 

Speakers Bureau Program Committee (1993-1997) 

Faculty Search Committees in various departments (1992-1997) 

Intermural Program Participant [Volleyball, Basketball] (1991-1997) 

Wilderness Program Trip Leader (1992-1993) 

Campus Recycling Program Coordinator (1994-1997) 

 

Community 

  Participant, Ogden City Strategic Planning Faculty/Staff Focus Group, April 24, 2019. 

  Participant, Landmark Forum, Advanced Course, Seminars, and Self-Expression and Leadership 

 Program, March-September, 2018. 

  Coordinator, Diana Liverman Visit, Campus and Community Lectures, January 24-25, 2017. 

  Lobbyist, SUWA Utah Wilderness Week, Washington, D.C., March, 2016. 

  Supervisor, Geography Student Community Internships/Service Learning, (2001-present). 

  Cartographic Consultation, Bloomington Canyon Yurt Map for the Weber State Campus 

Recreation Outdoor Program, 2012. 

  Cartographic Consultation, Ogden Nature Center Project and Brochure.  2008-2009. 

  Presenter, “Honeybees”, Melba S. Lehner Children’s School at Weber State University, (2007). 

  Volunteer, Weber County Pathways, Trailbuilder, (2007). 

  Co-Director, Northern Utah GIS Users Group, NUGIS, (2006-present). 

  Rider and Fund Raiser, American Lung Association Big (bicycle) Ride Across America, (1998). 

Raised more than $6000 in donations and bicycled 3200 miles from Seattle to Washington D.C. 

  Author, “Introduction to Physical Geography” and “Introduction to Anthropology,” six college 

courses authored and presented via Distance Learning Television Network, College of Eastern 

Utah.  Served communities throughout southeastern Utah and the Navajo and Ute Mountain 

Indian Reservations in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah, (1993-1996). 

  Contributor, State of Utah, Bureau of Land Management’s Wilderness Lands Designation 

Project (1994-1997). 

 

  Member, Sierra Club, (1992-present). 

  Member, The Nature Conservancy, (1993-present). 

  Member, The Wilderness Society, (2007-present). 

  Member, Wilderness Watch (2018-present). 

  Member, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, (1991-present). 

  Member, Idaho Conservation League, (1996-present). 

  Member, Washington Wilderness Coalition, (1996-2001).

  Member, Ogden Nature Center, (2005-present). 
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  Member, Trails Foundation of Northern Utah, (Weber Pathways), (2005-present). 

  Member, American Rivers, (2009-present). 

  Member, National Public Radio, (1990-present). 

  Member, Heal Utah (Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah) 

  Member, Utah Physicians for a Healthy Environment 

  Member, Alliance for a Better Utah 

  Member, Better Boundaries 



Scholarly/Creative Activities: 

I’ve published a Book Chapter and a Map, both of which were peer-reviewed: 

·       “Map of Great Salt Lake Region, Utah,” in Trentelman, Carla Koons. 2020.         

 “Relationships between Humans and Great Salt Lake: Dynamics of Change.” Pp. 

63-86 in Baxter, B.K and Butler, J.K., eds. Great Salt Lake Biology: A Terminal   Lake in 

a Time of Change. Springer, Netherlands. 

·       “Designed for Clean Air: The Role of Urban Planning and Transit in Solving     

 Wasatch Front Air Quality Issues.” Chapter 9 in Hal Crimmel, Editor, Utah’s Air    

Quality Issues: Problems and Solutions, The University of Utah Press, 2020. 

  

I’ve written 12 Editorials for the Salt Lake Tribune, with the most recent ones being: 

 

• “We’re still suffering the mighty consequences of Utah’s “Mighty 5” 

campaign Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, May 13, 2024. 

• “Utah Republicans traffic in fear politics” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, February 11, 2024. 

·       “Who does the I-15 expansion really benefit?” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, 

November 17, 2023. 

·       “Only one Scenario could save the Once Great Salt Lake” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, December 2, 2022. 

·       “This is not a drought.  This is aridification” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, 

July 15, 2022. 

·       “Utah Legislature moves from embarrassing to appalling” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, November 19, 2021. 

·        “The endless hucksterism worked.  Utah is the fastest-growing state for the last 

decade” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, April 22, 2021. 

·       “Maybe Utahns Will Finally Vote in Their Own Best Interests” Editorial, The Salt 

Lake Tribune, October 11, 2020. 

·       “Righting our botched COVID-19 response is just the beginning of geospatial 

technology’s power” Editorial, The Standard Examiner, August 31, 2020. 

·       “Want to clean the air?  Plan for people instead of cars” Editorial, The Salt Lake 

Tribune, March 1, 2020. 

·       “Utah’s true religion is growth” Editorial, The Salt Lake Tribune, May 25, 2019. 

·       “For opponents of Utah monuments, it’s not about the facts” Editorial, The Salt 

Lake Tribune, May 29, 2018. 

  

  

I’ve engaged in Professional Review, Consultation, and Session Moderating, 

including most recently being a Professional Reference Source and a Radio Interviewee: 



 

• Radio Interview, “We’re still suffering the mighty consequences of Utah’s 

“Mighty 5” campaign” KNRS, May 13, 2024. 

• Sessions Moderator, “Where Matters: Creating Access to Opportunity” 

and “Reimagining Transportation for the 21st Century,” Intermountain 

Sustainability Summit, Weber State University, March 21, 2024. 

·       Newspaper Expert Interview, “Should Utah be exporting its alfalfa?”  Article, The 

Salt Lake Tribune, March 16, 2023. 

·       Radio Interview, “How ceasing alfalfa farming is one way to make a real 

difference in saving the Great Salt Lake” KNRS Radio, December 5, 2022. 

·       Panel Expert for Zippia: The Career Expert in Job Searches, January 23, 2021: 

https://www.zippia.com/geography-instructor-jobs/trends/ 

·       Participant, Ogden City Strategic Planning Faculty/Staff Focus Group, April 24, 

2019. 

·       Session Moderator, “3:30-4:30,” Utah Conference on Undergraduate Research, 

Weber State University, February 22, 2019. 

  

  

I’ve earned several Honors, Awards, and Grants, with the most recent ones being, “The 

Learn and Work Program Grant” and the “CARES Act Grant” for NUGeoTec at Weber 

State University, Fall 2020 and 2021, for $139,000 and $185,499 respectively; as well as 

a Faculty Sustainability Research Award, Weber State University, Spring 2020.  In 2021, 

I also co-authored a $481,050, 74-page, peer-reviewed National Science Foundation 

(NSF) Grant that received a “revise and resubmit” but no funding.  It was a huge task. 

  

I’ve given a number of Presentations, including: 

• “Fall 2023 Sabbatical Report: Mapping a pathway to an all-online degree, with a side trip 

to the Grand Canyon and Mt. Everest” - presentation, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, 

April 2, 2024. 

·       “Designed for Clean Air: The Role of Urban Planning and Transit in Solving Wasatch  

 Front Air Quality Issues” – presentation, The American West Since 1900, Spring, 2022. 

·       “Our Changing Environment Will Completely Rearrange Our Geography” – presentation,        

 SBS Community Course on the Future, Autumn, 2021 

·       “Spring 2020 Sabbatical Report: Wandering the Backroads of Patagonia” - presentation, 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, November 5, 2020. 



·       “Northern Utah Geospatial Technology Education Program (NUGeoTec)” presentation 

and participation at the Annual National Science Foundation (NSF) Advancing Technological 

Education (ATE) Meetings/Workshops, Washington, DC, October 24-26, 2018. 
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