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The Institutional Effectiveness website hosts a page for each program that displays assessment reports and information. All available biennial 

assessment and program review reports are located at the bottom of the program’s page on our site. As a part of the biennial report process, we ask 

that you please review your page (link below) for completeness and accuracy and indicate below the updates that need to be made in sections A-E. 
 

Program page link: https://www.weber.edu/ie/Results/Sociology.html 

 

A. Mission Statement 
 

Is the Mission Statement current? Yes 

 

Update if not current: 

 
B. Student Learning Outcomes 

(Please include certificate and associate credential learning outcomes) 
 

Are the Student Learning outcomes current? No 

 

New Goals and Learning Outcomes 

 

Goal I.   

Equip students with knowledge to confront our complex and shifting world through a sociological perspective that highlights social 

structures, socialization, stratification, social reproduction, and social change. 

Outcome 1:  

Identify how social structures/institutions shape patterned individual behavior and social 

outcomes. 

Measure 1 Measure 2 Measure 3 Measure 4 

https://weber.edu/ie/Results/department-results.html
https://www.weber.edu/ie/Results/Sociology.html
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Outcome 2:  

Use sociological perspectives to examine social inequality based on race, ethnicity, class, 

gender, religion and other status.  

Measure 1 Measure 2 Measure 3 Measure 4  

Goal II.   

Teach students to understand their communities, organizations, and workspaces using sociological theories and scientific research methods. 

They will be able to gather, evaluate, and synthesize data and communicate results to both professional and public audiences. 

Outcome 1:  

Use sociological theories and scientific research methods to understand social phenomena in 

communities, workplaces and society in general. 

Measure 1 Measure 2 Measure 3 Measure 4 

 

Outcome 2:  

Communicate research findings and sociological concepts and theories effectively to 

various audiences. 

Measure 

1 

Measure 

2 

Measure 

3 

Measure 

4 

Goal III.   

Prepare students for careers and graduate degrees both within and outside the field of sociology. This includes preparing them to work 

effectively with diverse populations, both locally and globally. 
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Outcome 1:  

Develop understandings of the different social positions, perspectives, and needs of various 

communities. 

Measure 

1 

Measure 

2 

Measure 

3 

Measure 

4 

Outcome 2:  

Analyze and evaluate policies and practices that perpetuate social inequality, and develop strategies 

to promote more equitable social arrangements. 

Measure 

1 

Measure 

2 

Measure 

3 

Measure 

4 

 

C. Curriculum Grid 
 

Is the Curriculum Grid current? No 

 

New Curriculum Map 

 

Program   
Learning   
Outcomes 

by Course 

KEY:  
I = Introduction of the program learning outcome is achieved in the course    
D = Development of mastery of the program Learning outcome is achieved in the course  
M = Mastery of the program learning outcome is achieved in the course 
V = Variable I, D, M depending on the topic 
A = Assessment of the program learning outcomes  
Blank = Not addressed 
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General   
Education   
Courses 

Outcome 1:  
Identify how 

social structures/ 

institutions shape 

patterned 

individual 

behavior and 

social outcomes. 

Outcome 2:  
Use sociological 

perspectives to 

examine social 

inequality based on 

race, ethnicity, class, 

gender, religion and 

other status. 

Outcome 3:  
Use sociological 

theories and scientific 

research methods to 

understand social 

phenomena in 

communities, 

workplaces and society 

in general. 

Outcome 4:  
Communicate research 

findings and 

sociological concepts and 

theories effectively to 

various audiences. 

Outcome 5:  
Develop 

understandings of the 

different social 

positions, 

perspectives, and 

needs of various 

communities. 

Outcome 6:  
Analyze and evaluate 

policies and practices 

that perpetuate social 

inequality, and develop 

strategies to promote 

more equitable social 

arrangements. 

SS/CC   
1010:  
Introduction to 

Sociology 

 I I I I  I  I 

SS/CC   
1020 

Contemporary 

Social Issues 

I I I I  I  I 

SS/CC 
2400 

Introduction to 

Ethnic Studies 

    D      D         I         D D       I 

 

Required courses 

for major or minor 
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SOC 3500:    
Sociological    
Theories* 

 M , A 
Written assignments 

and Exams 

D, A 
Written assignments 

and Exams 

M, 
Written 

assignments and 

Exams 

D, A 
Written assignments 

M, A 
Written 

assignments and 

Exams 

M, A 
Written 

assignments and 

Exams 

SOC 3600:   
Social   
Statistics 

  
  

D, A 
Assignments & Final 

Project  

  

SOC 3660:   
Social   
Research   
Methods* 

  
  

 D  
 

  

SOC 4900/ 4930:   
Senior   
Capstone 

 M, A 
Lit review for 

senior thesis; 

varies by student 

 M, A 
Lit review for 

senior thesis; 

varies by student 

   M, A 
Senior thesis; 

varies by student 

    M. A 
Senior thesis; Presentation 

of senior thesis in class 

and/ or dept. conference 

  M, A 
Senior thesis; 

varies by student 

  M, A 
Senior thesis; 

varies by student 

 

Sociology Electives 
      

SOC 2370:   
Gender & Society 

D D D D D D 

SOC 2600:   
Families in Society 

D D D D D D 

SOC 2810: 
Experimental Course 

V V V V V V 
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SOC 2920: 
Short Courses, Workshops & Special Programs 

V V V V V V 

SOC 2660: 
Data Visualization 

   
D 

  

SOC 3000:   
Self &   
Society 

M D D D D D 

SOC 3010:   
Social   
Inequality 

M, A 
Final Project 

M, A 
Final Project 

M, A 
Final Project 

M, A 
Final Project 

M, A  
Final Project 

M, A 
Final Project 

SOC 3250:   
Deviance & Social   
Control 

D M D D D D 

SOC 3270:   
Criminology 

D M D D D D 

SOC 3300:   
Environment & Society 

M D D D M D 

SOC 3400:   
Social   
Change & Movements 

  M   D     M    D   D    D 
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SOC 3410:   
Sociology   
of Religion 

M D D D M D 

SOC 3420:   
Sociology of   
Education 

M M D D M M 

SOC 3430:   
Medicine & 
Healthcare  
in Society 

M M D D M M 

SOC 3840:     
Cities &   
Urban Life 

M M M D M M 

SOC 3850:   
Race & Ethnicity 

M M M M M M 

SOC 4050: 
Sociology of Work & Organizations 

M D M D D D 

SOC 4220:   
Life in a   
Consumer   
Society 

M D D D D D 

SOC 4270:   
Sociology   
of Law 

M M M M M M 
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SOC 4300: 
Qualitative Methods 

  
D D 

  

SOC 4410:   
Sociology of 
Globalization 

M M M M M M 

SOC 4830:   
Readings   
and/or   
Projects 

V V V V V V 

SOC 4890:   
Internship 

V V V V V V 

SOC 4920: 
Short Courses, Workshops & Special Programs 

V V V V V V 

SOC 4990:   
Seminar in   
Sociology 

V V V V V V 

 
D. Program and Contact Information 

Is the Program and Contact Information current? No 

 

Dr. Huiying Hill 

huiyinghill@weber.edu 

1299 Edvalson St, Dept. 1208 

Ogden, Ut, 94408-1208 

(801) 626-7888 

 

 

mailto:huiyinghill@weber.edu
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E. Assessment Plan 

 

Is the Assessment Plan current? No 

 

Since the Sociology program goals and learning outcomes have changed, updating the assessment plan was necessary. One goal with its two 

aligned learning outcomes will be assessed every other year with the biennial report being used to assess, report, and implement needed 

changes. At this point this is an outcome-based assessment using particular courses to collect the assessment data using course assignments, 

exams, etc. Sociology program faculty will meet early in the fall semester of the biennial report year to discuss the assessment results in order 

to decide on any changes that need to be implemented. 

 

Assessment Plan 

Sociology Bachelor’s Degree 

 

Acad 
Year 

Outcome(s) Courses Methods Assessment Report Due 

AY25 1 - Identify how social structures/ 

institutions shape patterned 

individual behavior and social 

outcomes 

SOC 3660 
SOC 4900/4930 

Research Proposal 
Capstone Thesis 

None 

2 - Use sociological perspectives to 

examine social inequality based on 

race, ethnicity, class, gender, 

religion and other status. 

SOC 2370 or 2600 or 3010 or 3270 
or 3410 or 3850 or 4410 
SOC 4900/4930 

Varies by course 
 
Capstone Thesis Lit Review 

AY26 Implement changes for 
outcomes 1 and 2 

  Biennial Report 

AY27 3 – Use sociological theories and 

scientific research methods to 

understand social phenomena in 

communities, workplaces and 

society in general 

Soc 3660 
SOC 4900/4930 

Take home exam 
Capstone Thesis 

None 

4 – Communicate research findings 

and sociological concepts and 
theories effectively to 

various audiences. 

SOC 3600 
SOC 4900/4930 

Final Project 
Capstone Thesis 

AY28 Implement changes for 
outcomes 3 and 4 

  Biennial Report 
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AY29 5 – Develop understandings of the 
different social positions, 

perspectives, and needs of various 

communities 

SOC 3500 
SOC 4900/4930 

Two midterm exams 
Capstone Thesis 

None 

6 – Analyze and evaluate policies 
and practices that perpetuate social 

inequality, and develop strategies to 

promote more equitable social 

arrangements. 

SOC 2370 or 2600 or 3010 or 3270 
or 3850 or 4410 
SOC 4900/4930 

Varies by course 
 
Capstone Thesis 

AY30 Implement changes for 
outcomes 5 and 6 

  Biennial Report 

AY31 Summary of findings Summary of assessment process; 
issues identified, changes 
implemented 

 PR Self-Study 

 

 
F. Student Achievement  

 

Sociology Program Major Enrollment by Academic Year 

Characteristic Year 

2022-23 2023-24 

Total 84 74 

Female 64 57 

Male 20 17 

White 49 47 

Latinx 19 16 

Black or African-American 3 2 

Asian or Pacific Islander 4 2 

2 or more Races/Ethnicities 3 2 

International 1 2 

 

 
Sociology program major enrollment continued to decline from pre-Covid 19 levels. This holds true across gender and ethnicity, with only international 

students increasing, but at an insignificant level, from one to two students. This has been a concern in previous biennial reports and in our 5- year 

program self-study. We have instituted more recruiting activities with our general education courses, attended high school recruiting events, and 

community/2-year college recruiting events. We have also been participating in the CSBS courses that expose students to our college’s majors. 

Decreasing major enrollment is an increasing concern, because the social science general education requirement has been reduced from six to three 



13 

Report due 11/15/2024 

 

credits starting AY 25-26.  

 

First to Second Year Predicted Persistence Percentages by Enrollment, Ethnicity and College Readiness 

Characteristic University Predicted 

 Persistence Percentage 

Soc/Anthro Predicted  

Persistence Percentage 

Total 58.2 58.1 

1-9 Credit Hour Enrollment 43.2 42.2 

10-20 Credit Hour Enrollment 63.2 62.6 

Female 59.5 58.3 

Male 56.3 57.3 

White 64.7 62.7 

Latinx 60.0 66.6 

Black or African American 54.9 73.0 

Native American or Alaskan Native 55.6 39.5 

Asian 69.8 73.8 

Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 45.9 49.9 

College Ready 71.7 69.5 

Not College Ready 49.9 51.0 

Total Summer 23-Summer 24  65.2 67.0 (N=16) 

 

When looking at first to second year predicted persistence rates, the rates reflect total department (sociology and anthropology) rates, not sociology 

program rates. Overall, the department rate is comparable to the university persistence rate, 58.1% and 58.2%, respectively. When broken down by part-

time and full-time credit hour enrollment, the department persistence rate is about one percentage point below the university. This also holds true when 

looking at female. However, for males, the department rate is one percentage point above the university. When persistence rates are broken down by 

ethnicity, the department rates are higher than the university as a whole for Latinx, Black, Asian, and Hawaiian/Pacific Islander students. The 

department rates are lower for White and Native American/Native Alaskan students. When looking at college ready students, the department rate is 

2.2% below the university rate, but 1.1% higher for the not college ready students. All these percentages are for the 2011 to Summer 2024 timeframe. 

This timeframe was adopted to have a large enough department student population to make comparisons on. For the summer 23-summer 24 timeframe, 

the department student size was only 16, which didn’t make disaggregation meaningful. That all said, the sociology program faces challenges in 

retention, similar to that of the university as a whole. The bright spot for us is in retaining students of color. Implementing the factors that would make 

WSU be/become an Hispanic serving institution would help with retention of all ethnicities, though given the current DEI policies implemented due to 

Utah law changes may make that challenging. 

 
G. Student Learning 
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This is the last biennial report using the 2014 learning outcomes. Based on the sociology 5-year review and the recommendations made, we revised the 

program goals and outcomes, focusing more on core sociological concepts. The new outcomes are more directly measurable than the outgoing outcomes. 

 

All general education courses and core courses were assessed. General education courses were assessed for program and general education outcomes. The 

standard for Soc 1010 and 1020 is that 70% of students will score 70% or higher on each program assessment measure. The standard for 2000 and upper 

division courses is 70% of students will score 80% or higher. 

 

One theme in discussing the results among faculty was that generative AI was making it harder to judge what was done by the s tudents rather than by AI. To 

respond to this, faculty have been moving quizzes and exams to the testing centers. Faculty are also using more oral presenta tions, and adding personalization 

to essay topics. More discussion is needed in the program to better address this topic. 

 

Sociology Program Learning Outcomes 

Outcome 1, Students will conduct research and analyze data, was not assessed in Soc 1010 or Soc 2020, the lower division courses.  At the upper division, two 

sections were assessed. The standard of 80% of students performing at 80% or better was met on all measures in both sections with all students scoring 85% 

or higher. 

 

Looking at the lower division courses, Soc 1010 and 1020, Outcome 2, Skillful communication, was assessed using group discussions, written assignments, 

and oral presentations. ten sections were assessed between Fall 2022 to Spring 2024. The standard of 70% of students performing at 70% or better was met on 

all measures. Most sections had 80% scoring 80% or higher.  Faculty were overall pleased with these measures and found that students had been learning 

communication skills at the low/introductory level in these courses. Faculty would continue using these measures to assess this outcome. 

 

Looking at the upper division courses, Outcome 2 was assessed with written papers, writing discussion questions, writing reading summaries, oral 

presentations of projects, essay exams, and the senior capstone thesis. Five upper division sections were assessed. The standard of 80% of students 

performing at 80% or better was met on all measures. Percentages ranged from 85% to 100% of students scoring 80% or better. Faculty were overall pleased 

with these measures and found that students had been learning communication skills at the medium/develop level in these courses. Faculty would continue 

using these measures to assess this outcome. 

 

Looking at Outcome 3, Identify and explain the terms, concepts, and theories of the discipline of sociology, was assessed in both lower division courses. Ten 

sections were assessed using quizzes and exams that covered terms, concepts, and theories at the low/introductory level. Percentages ranged from 69% to 

87% of students scored 70% or higher across the ten sections. The 69% included students who had not completed all exams. When only students who had 

completed all exams were included, 73.5% scored 70% or higher in those sections. Faculty would continue using these measures to assess this outcome. 

 

Outcome 3 was assessed in three upper division sections, using essays, essay exams, and oral presentations. In all three sections 100% of students scored 80% 

or higher. Faculty would continue using these measures to assess this outcome. 

 

Outcome 4, Practice critical thinking, was assessed through vlogs data workshops, written assignments, groupwork, and written reports in ten lower division 

sections. Assessment percentages ranged from 85% to 100% of students scoring 70% or higher for completed assessments. Faculty would con tinue using 

these measures to assess Outcome 4. This outcome is hard to “directly measure.” Rather than trying to clarify this outcome, it is not an outcome starting with 

AY24-25. 
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Five upper division courses were assessed on Outcome 4 using essays, article presentations, class discussion, reading summaries and oral PowerPoint 

presentations. Sections ranged from 85% to 100% of students scoring 80% or higher on assessments. Faculty would continue to use these assessment 

measures.  

 

Outcome 5, Students will apply historical, cultural, and global perspectives to the interaction of groups and societies, was assessed in ten lower division sections 

using written assignments, quizzes, and multiple-choice exams. Results ranged from 67% to 88% of students scoring 70% or higher on the assessment 

measures at a low/introductory level.  

 

In upper division courses, seven sections assessed Outcome 5, using research proposals, thesis literature reviews, rough drafts of capstone thesis, writing 

discussion questions, and exams. Results ranged from 74.7% to 100% of students scored 80% or higher on the different assessment measures. Faculty would 

continue to use these assessment measures. 

 

Outcome 6, Students prepare a foundation for careers, graduate studies, and informed participation in a complex society, was assess in 2 sections of SOC 1020, but 

in no sections of SOC 1010. The outcome was assessed using written reports of community service. 85.7% in one section and 100% in the second section scored 70% 

or higher.  

 

In upper division courses six sections assessed this outcome by written resumes, cover letters, reviewing research articles, and oral presentations. Results ranged from 

85% to 100% of students scored 80% or higher on the individual assessments. Faculty would keep using these assessment measures. 

 

 

Social Science General Education Outcomes 

For social science general education Outcomes (GELOs), the sociology program target threshold is that at least 70% of students score 60% or better on each 

assessment. 60% is the minimum to score a D- on an assignment, and the minimum course score to pass the course with a D-. Eleven sections of SOC 1010, 

SOC 1020, and SOC 2400 were included in the assessment.  

 

GELO 1, Interactions between individuals and society - Students will describe how individuals and groups influence and are influenced by social contexts, 

institutions, physical environments and/or global process. Students were assessed on class discussion participation, quizzes, exams, and written assignments. 

Results ranged from 83% to 100% of students scoring 60% or better on the assessment measures. Faculty discussed multiple choice exams vs written exams 

and written assignments at better assessing GELO 1, but no definitive answer was agreed upon.  

 

 

GELO 2, Application of concepts, theories, and methods - Students will apply basic social science concepts, theories, and/or methods to a particular issue and 

identify factors that influence change. Students were assessed using quizzes, exam questions, creating a vlog report on community service, and written 

assignments. Results ranged from 79% to 100% of students scoring 60% or better on the assessment measures. Several of the quizzes allow for multiple 

attempts or open notes/book, so results may not accurately measure student understanding of the concepts, but these techniques allow students to learn while 

being assessed. 
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GELO 3, Diverse perspectives - Students will identify an argument about a social phenomenon and understand alternative explanations.  Students were 

assessed on GELO 3 using quizzes, written assignments, exams, and group work. Results ranged from 57% to 100% scoring at least 60% on the assessments. 

The 57% was the percentage that got three questions correct that were aimed at assessing diverse perspectives. The percentages on the individual questions 

ranged from 47% to 73%. Students overall performed the worse on GELO 3. Additional learning and application of theoretical perspectives needs to be 

incorporated into these courses, especially SOC 1010.  
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Appendix A 

 

Most departments or programs receive a number of recommendations from their Five/Seven-Year Program Review processes. This page 

provides a means of updating progress towards the recommendations the department/program is enacting. 

 

Date of Program Review: 11-15-2022 Recommendation Progress Description 

Recommendation 1 Text of recommendation  Progress 
Revision of Program Mission. The mission of the Sociology Program as included in 

the self-study lacked the clarity that we heard when 

speaking with faculty. We would recommend that the 

program revisit their mission and develop language 

that reflects the current goals and commitments of the 

faculty. The American Sociological Association’s 

publication The Sociology Major in the Changing 

Landscape of Higher Education: Curriculum, 

Careers, and Online Learning (Pike, et al. 2017) 

would be a helpful resource for this work. 

 

The sociology faculty met spring 2023 and wrote a 

new mission statement. 

Recommendation 2 Text of recommendation Progress 
Development of Program Identity Statement Once the program has revised its outward-facing 

mission statement, it would be very beneficial to 

develop a departmental “identity statement.” Such a 

statement is intended to be inward facing, 

incorporating critical aspects of your mission and 

vision in a way that describes who you are at this 

moment in time. It can be helpful to the program in 

identifying what is unique about your program and 

highlight what is the potential signature experience for 

participating students. 

 

The sociology faculty met spring 2023 and wrote an 

identity statement. 

Recommendation 3 Text of recommendation Progress 
Creating a Strategic Plan for the Sociology Program Many of the challenges that the Sociology Program 

currently faces could be addressed by creating a 

strategic plan. While the program offers many unique 

elements to students’ educational experiences, a lack 

of identity and focus of the program can contribute to 

student attrition. For example, a significant 

component of the program is its high impact learning 

(HIEE) curriculum, incorporating Community 

Engaged Learning classes utilizing the very valuable 

relationships and networks some faculty have built 

with the local community. However, this is not 

We have a strategic plan since 2018, but the 

sociology faculty need to meet and update the plan to 

reflect the new mission statement and new sociology 

learning goals and outcomes. 
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significantly reflected in the program’s mission or any 

other program documents. After all, if there is not 

some clarity about the uniqueness of the Sociology 

program at Weber State University, how can a student 

build an identity as a Weber State Sociology major? 

In order to accomplish the above, including the 

changes to the curriculum that we outline below, we 

strongly advise Dean Rich to fund an outside 

facilitator to lead the program faculty through a 

workshop to re-vision its future. While the faculty 

currently work exceptionally well together as collegial 

and professional teachers and scholars, there is a need 

to establish a succession plan due to impending staff 

changes in order to continue the key elements that 

make this a successful program, including its HIEE 

curriculum. Bringing in an outside consultant to help 

reconfigure program dynamics—by having the kinds 

of frank conversations that typically accompany 

organizational change—may help the program and its 

future direction. The goal would be to help them 

identify the “signature experience” of being a 

Sociology major at Weber State University, creating a 

greater sense of belonging for not only the students 

but the faculty as well. The timing of such a strategic 

visioning retreat fits well within changes happening at 

Weber State University and higher education in 

general. 

 

Recommendation 4 Text of recommendation Progress 

Curriculum Revision for Sociology While the program has made changes in curriculum in 

response to previous external reviews, we encourage 

the faculty to continue to engage in a process of 

strategic curriculum development as they consider the 

future of the program. With likely revisions in the 

General Education Curriculum, and of new and 

existing opportunities for partnership at the 

University, it is clear that there are possibilities for 

creating signature experiences for Sociology majors at 

Weber State University. Once again, we would 

encourage the faculty to utilize the ASA publication 

The Sociology Major in the Changing Landscape of 

Higher Education: Curriculum, Careers, and Online 

Learning as well as the Curriculum Mapping Toolkit 

for Sociology (CMTS). 

The sociology curriculum has been revised. There is 

now only one sociology theory course instead of two. 

This gives students an additional sociology elective to 

select. We deleted the juvenile delinquency course 

because it overlapped too much with the criminology 

course. We combined the social organization course 

with the sociology of work course. We also created a 

data visualization course. We plan on deleting the 

social change course and add social change topics to 

the globalization course. Sociology and anthropology 

faculty are also in discussion where our curriculum 

could be aligned, and reciprocally accept some of each 

other’s courses in our respective majors and minors. 
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Some suggested changes include: 

• Develop a 1 or 2 credit entry experience for students 

in the major: We encourage the faculty to develop a 1 

or 2 credit course explicitly oriented toward the 

Sociological Career. Offering such a course during the 

sophomore year provides an opportunity to focus on 

the career pathways for students early in the 

curriculum sequence and would help orient students to 

the major, help prepare them for the professional 

applications of the discipline, and help students 

identify their career pathways (all fostering student 

retention and success). This should be a required 

course for the major. 

• Greater integration of data analysis: Integrating 

quantitative data analysis skills throughout the major, 

particularly in the Senior Seminar is in line with 

ASA’s recent publication The Sociology Major in the 

Changing Landscape of Higher Education and its 

“Sociological Literacy Framework.” Tweaking 

existing courses to involve greater emphasis on 

quantitative literacy and more focus on data equips 

undergraduates to better navigate a labor market 

increasingly dominated by Big Data. 

• Focus Curriculum: We recommend that the faculty 

narrow the elective options for the Sociology major 

and conduct a review of course titles and descriptions 

to ensure that they accurately reflect contemporary 

trends in sociology. 

It will be important for administration to provide 

additional resources, if necessary, to assist with this 

planning. 

 

Recommendation 5 Text of recommendation Progress 

Revision of Assessment Plan As stated above, it will be important to develop a 

more comprehensive plan that includes formative 

assessment at earlier touchpoints in the program as 

well as summative assessment. Additionally, it is 

likely that the above strategic planning and curriculum 

revision will lead to revised student learning 

outcomes. With revised learning outcomes, it will be 

especially important to revise the existing assessment 

plan, with an eye toward creating a sustainable plan 

that will help the program foster the strengths and 

weaknesses of the curriculum offered. 

With the revision of the curriculum, the sociology 

program learning goals and outcomes, and the 

curriculum grid, we have identified earlier mid 

curriculum learning outcome assessment points as 

well as use the Capstone course for the final 

assessment of all learning outcomes. These revisions 

are reflected in the new sociology bachelor’s degree 

assessment plan. 
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Recommendation 6 Text of recommendation Progress 

Seek Additional Opportunities for Collaboration The faculty in the program have long served the 

university through their contributions to University 

Faculty Senate Committees, campus-wide service, and 

other areas. As they work to assess their existing 

partnerships, there may be additional opportunities for 

collaboration for the program, similar to those already 

in existence. For example, there may be opportunities 

to collaborate with other units in the university to 

offer courses in General Education that are 

specifically designed for specific majors. Such courses 

offer an opportunity to expose the general student 

body to the disciplines of the program, thus offering 

opportunities for recruiting additional students. For 

example, there may be opportunities to connect 

courses to students intending to work in the health 

care professions through tailoring a section of SOC 

1010 to Introduction to Sociology for the Health Care 

Professions. This example is especially relevant given 

that pre-medical students, beginning with the 2015 

MCAT, are required to have significant training in the 

social and behavioral determinants of health. With the 

existence of majors such as nursing, the sociology 

program has particular relevance here. In his 2011 

Hans O. Mauksch address, John F. Zipp posed several 

questions related to the existing curriculum for 

Introductory Sociology and the current population of 

students. Specifically, he argued that Introductory 

Sociology is the “public face” of sociology, as most 

students who enroll in these courses do not go on to 

careers directly in the field. Rather, because of its 

large presence in general education curriculum as well 

as serving as a prerequisite for many professional 

disciples (e.g., health and human sciences 

professions), the only contact that students have with 

the discipline of sociology is in the introductory 

course. As a result, sociologists need to reflect on the 

ways in which our public face accurately represents 

the discipline and whether or not the curriculum of the 

introductory course adequately meets the needs of the 

students. By targeting SOC 1010 to students in other 

programs, the program can provide not only a much-

needed service to future healthcare workers, but also 

Sociology have team taught interdisciplinary course in 

the Honors program and WSU designated courses. 

Faculty will continue in these teaching collaborations 

as long as we can continue to meet our own curricular 

obligations. This has become increasingly difficult has 

we will be down to four faculty starting Fall 2025. 
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raise campus-wide awareness of the relevance of 

sociology to fields not immediately associated with 

the social sciences. Moreover, this may lead to future 

connections with other programs (e.g., through course 

offerings such as “Introduction to Sociology for 

Business Administration”). 

 

Recommendation 7 Text of recommendation Progress 

Support from Upper Administration Clearly, members of upper administration recognize 

the value of the program to Weber State University. 

The recommendations in this report offer several 

specific opportunities to demonstrate this support. 

Above and beyond suggestions mentioned above, the 

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences can work 

to help promote the Department of Sociology through 

a large marketing push as has been done for other 

programs in the college. Additionally, the facilitated 

faculty retreat mentioned above will take financial 

support either from the College or University 

 

This is an area where there was no progress in the two 

assessed years. 

 
Additional narrative: 
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Appendix B 

 

Please provide the following information about the full-time and adjunct faculty contracted by your department during the last academic 

year (summer through spring). Gathering this information each year will help with the headcount reporting that must be done for the final 

Five-Year Program Review document that is shared with the State Board of Regents. 

 
Faculty Headcount 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

With Doctoral Degrees (Including MFA 
and other terminal degrees, as specified by 
the institution) 

    

Full-time Tenured 5 5 6 6 

Full-time Non-Tenured (includes tenure-track) 1 1 0 0 

Part-time and adjunct 3 4 4 4 

     

With Master’s Degrees     

Full-time Tenured 0 0 0 0 

Full-time Non-Tenured 0 0 0 0 

Part-time and adjunct 3 3 3 2 

     

With Bachelor’s Degrees     

Full-time Tenured 0 0 0 0 

Full-time Non-tenured 0 0 0 0 

Part-time and adjunct 0 0 0 0 

     

Other     

Full-time Tenured 0 0 0 0 

Full-time Non-tenured 0 0 0 0 

Part-time 0 0 0 0 

Total Headcount Faculty 12 13 13 12 

Full-time Tenured 6 6 6 6 

Full-time Non-tenured 6 7 7 6 

Part-time     
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Appendix C 
 

Please respond to the following questions. 

 

Academic integrity is a hallmark of higher education, but one that is being challenged. As a first attempt to address the 

issue, we are collecting data from departments on common practices to protect academic integrity. How do you ensure 

that your students’ work is a meaningful representation of their learning? We would like you to share your concerns and 

approaches to the three following academic integrity issues: 

1. ID verification – ensuring that the individual completing work in your course is the individual registered for the course. What 

steps do your faculty take to ensure that the students receiving credit are the students doing and submitting the work? 

 

In discussing ID verification, we have not been doing anything specific. In face-to-face and hybrid classes, faculty use the picture rolls to 

identify students when calling roll at the beginning of the semester. In upper division classes, students mostly are ones who have taken 

our courses before, so we recognize them. Exams and quizzes taken at the testing centers require students to present ID. However, for 

assignments, papers, projects, etc., turned in online, there is no verification. Students have to log into Canvas to submit work. Other than 

using plagiarism checkers and generative AI checkers, nothing more is done. We are open to suggestions on ID verification that are legal 

and not invasive. 

 

2. Online test proctoring – the ability to provide secure testing for online courses, as well as many face-to-face and hybrid classes 

is currently dependent upon tools such as Proctorio. What concerns do you have about the use of tools such as Proctorio? What 

strategies have you put into place to ensure security of your testing? 

 

This is a good question. Faculty have used Proctorio, especially during Covid, for conducting exams and quizzes, but most received 

tremendous pushback from students, because Proctorio was not working well in identifying actual cheating. Most faculty now either 

have students use the on-campus testing centers or have open note, open book quizzes since that allows, ideally, for learning and 

assessing at the same time. Some students, though, have been found to be using ChatGPT in answering multiple choice quizzes, so some 

faculty are use of the testing centers more. In fully online courses, some of our students live out-of-state and overseas, so the use of the 

on-campus testing centers becomes impossible. Until faculty and students feel Proctorio is working accurately, faculty will not be 

adopting it. 

 

3. Artificial intelligence (AI) tools like ChatGPT pose significant challenges to academic integrity. These tools can generate high-

quality written content, raising concerns about students using AI-generated work and passing it off as their own. This could 

enable new forms of cheating and plagiarism that undermine the principles of academic honesty. On the other hand there is 

potential for AI to positively impact and enhance the higher education experience for students. How is your department or 

program approaching AI broadly? 
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Another good question. Broadly speaking, we do include the statement on the use of generative AI in course syllabi. Faculty have also 

been changing the kinds of assignments, papers, and projects they are assigning. More faculty are using the testing centers for giving 

exams, even essay exams. Faculty are also using AI checkers. Because we know we don’t have a good handle on AI, one of Dr. 

Ollilainen’s goals on her upcoming sabbatical is to research the positive use of AI by faculty and students for teaching and learning. She 

previously participated in a digital technology learning community, and plans on expanding on what she learned there. Additionally, the 

new social science librarian will start working with our faculty on the use of AI, as well as giving presentations in our classes on the 

smart use of AI as a student. The reality of the modern work world is that AI is and will become a larger part of people’s jobs. Therefore, 

just trying to prevent students from using AI is counterproductive to preparing them for the workforce and life. We need to figure out 

how to productively use AI in teaching, so that students are still learning disciplinary content, as well as critical thinking and writing 

skills. 
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APPENDIX D 

Table: Evidence of Learning: Core/Elective Courses in the Major 

 
Evidence of Learning: SOC 1010: Introduction to Sociology, 2022F to 2024S 

Program Learning Goals 
(effective Spring 2014) 

 

Measurable  
Learning Outcome 

Method of Measurement 
Direct and Indirect Measures* 

Findings Linked to 
 Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of  
Findings 

Action Plan 
/Use of Results 

Goal 1:  Students will conduct research 
and analyze data  

N/A 

Learning Outcome 1.A.:  
N/A 

Measure 1:  
N/A 

 

Measure 1: 
N/A 

 

Measure 1:  
N/A 

 

Measure 1: This goal is not 
applicable for this 
introductory level course. 
 
 

Goal 2: Students will communicate 
skillfully 

 

Learning Outcome 2.A.: 
Students will participate in 
informed discussions regarding 
a variety of sociological 
concepts, theories, research 
findings, and their application. 
 
Learning outcome 2.B: 
 Students will communicate in 
written form with a written 
assignment addressing core 
concepts related to Sociology 
including a project involving 
community service work. 
 

Measure 1: Participation 
requirements require students 
to participate in discussions 
informed by course materials 
on an ongoing basis throughout 
the semester. 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students are 
required to write 8 short book 
report reflections on the social 
theory they addressed, as well 
as their community service, for 
which the final section required 
a detailed explanation of the 
social theory, its causes and 
conditions, as well as a brief 
discussion of the sociological 
theory the student thought 
explained the community need 
(including how the theory 
explains the need). Students 
were also required to assess 
how effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 
social change for the 
community's needs. 

Measure 1: 93% of 
students earned 70% or 
more of the total 
participation points 
possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: 90% of the 
students completing this 
assignment scored 70% or 
higher on this paper – 84% 
of them scored 90% or 
higher.  
 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully demonstrated 
the ability to communicate 
skillfully (oral 
communication). 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
successfully demonstrated 
the ability to communicate 
skillfully in written form. 
 

Measure 1: No curricular 
or pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: No curricular 
or pedagogical changes 
needed at this time, this 
assignment works well to 
achieve the desired 
learning outcomes. 

Goal 3: Students will identify and 
explain the terms, concepts, 
and theories of the discipline of 
Sociology 

Learning outcome 3.A.: 
Students will be able to use and 
apply sociological terms, 
concepts, and theories. 

Measure 1: Students took 
quizzes (utilizing objective 
questions such as true/false, 
multiple choice, & fill-in-the-

Measure 1: The mean 
score for the quizzes were 
91% of the total possible, 
with 87% of students 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully demonstrated 
familiarity with 
sociological terms, 

Measure 1: No curricular 
or pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
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 blank) that covered sociological 
terms, concepts, and theories.  
 

passing all quizzes at 70% 
or higher. 
 

concepts and theories. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Goal 4: Students will practice critical 
thinking 

 

Learning outcome 4.A.: 
Students in this introductory 
course will practice critical 
thinking through critical 
assessment of sociological 
theories, and by weighing 
evidence for competing 
perspectives (including self-
reflection on personal 
perspectives) on various social 
phenomena.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: Having chosen a 
social theory to address 
community service, each 
student created a vlog report 
on the social theory, as well as 
their community service. In 
addition to a detailed 
explanation of the social 
theory, its causes and 
conditions, the student had to 
weigh out and select the 
sociological theory they 
thought explained the 
community's need the best 
(including how the theory 
explains the community 
challenges). Students were also 
required to assess how 
effective the agency appeared 
to be at creating social change 
for the community’s needs. 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
participated in group work, 
discussing their own 
preferences among differing 
theoretical explanations of 
various social phenomena. 

Measure 1: 85.7% of the 
students completing this 
assignment scored 70% or 
higher on this full paper – 
71% of them scored 80% 
or higher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: 100% of the 
students who participated 
in the group assignment 
received 100% for 
participation in the 
activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: Students 
demonstrated the ability 
to think critically about 
sociological theory, and 
about the complexities of 
addressing real 
community needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2 Students were 
able to practice critical 
thinking by 
identifying an argument 
that made sense to them, 
from a range of theories 
for which they were 
developing understanding, 
while also listening to the 
perspectives of others. 

Measure 1: No curricular 
or pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: No curricular 
or pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 5:  Students will apply historical, 
cultural, and global 
perspectives to the interaction 

Learning outcome 5.A.: Using a 
sociological lens and concepts, 
students will be able to apply 

Measure 1:  Students took 
quizzes that included 3 
objective questions (true/false 

Measure 1: An average of 
91.7% of all students 
taking the quizzes chose 

Measure 1:  Students 
demonstrated the ability 
to apply historical, 

Measure 1: No curricular 
or pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
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of groups and societies historical, cultural and global 
perspectives to the interaction 
of groups and societies.  

or multiple choice) applying 
historical, cultural, 
perspectives, and global 
perspectives to the interaction 
of groups and societies  
 
 

the correct response to 
these 3 questions (correct 
responses to the individual 
questions ranged from 83 
to 100% of students). The 
mean score for all quizzes 
was 87% of total points, 
83% of students passed 
the quizzes at 70% or 
higher. 

cultural, and global 
perspectives to the 
interactions of groups and 
societies.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 6: Students prepare a foundation 
for careers, graduate studies, 
and informed participation in a 
complex society  

Not assessed in SocC 1010 NA NA NA NA 

 

 

Summary Information:  This assessment is based on a summation of Introduction to Sociology (SOC 1010) taught by Dr. R.C. Morris from 2022F to 

2024S, T/TH, in person. Assessment data show that the majority of students are meeting each of these six learning goals at levels of 70% or above. 

No curricular and pedagogical changes are seen as necessary at this time for any of these goals. 

  



28 

Report due 11/15/2024  

Table: Evidence of Learning: Core/Elective Courses in the Major 

 

       SOC 1010: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY HYB (4 sections)  

FALL 2022 and Spring 2024 combined - Dr. Ollilainen 

  

Program Learning Goals 

(effective Spring 2014) 

 

Target threshold 70/70 

(70% of students perform 

at 70% or better) 

 

 

Measurable 

Learning Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

Goal 1:  Students will 

conduct research and 

analyze data 

 

 

 

Not applicable in 

the introductory 

course 

 

 

 

n/a 

 

 

 n/a 

 

 

n/a 

 

 

n/a 

Goal 2: Students will 

communicate skillfully 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Outcome 

2.A.:  

 

Students will 

communicate to a 

specific audience. 

 

Measure 1. 

 

 

Signature Assignment  

(students prepare a set 

of powerpoint slides 

for an imaginary 

lecture to a high 

school audience on a 

self-chosen topic 

using sociological 

concepts) 

Measure 1:  

 

 

Target met.  

100% of the 95 

students in these 4 

sections who 

submitted the 

assignment performed 

at 70% or higher. And 

93% performed at 

80% or higher.  

Measure 1:   

 

 

Students 

demonstrated that 

they understood the 

micro-macro 

connection in the 

context of their 

chosen social issue 

and were able to 

convey their ideas to 

the audience clearly 

and in well designed 

lecture slides.  

Measure 1:  

 

 

Will continue to use 

slide preparation 

(instead of a paper) 

for this assignment; it 

is important for 

students to learn how 

to summarize 

information clearly 

and succinctly with a 

specific audience in 

mind.  

  

Goal 3: Students will 

identify and explain the 

terms, concepts, and 

theories of the discipline of 

sociology 

Learning outcome 

3: 

 

Students can 

respond correctly 

Measure 1.  

 

Students take three 

multiple choice and 

T/F question exams 

Measure 1. 

 

Target not met.  

The 102 students in 

the four sections who 

Measure 1. 

 

Exam performance 

declined during and 

after the pandemic; 

Measure 1. 

 

One modification I 

have made to the 

course is to reduce the 
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 to  questions that 

require them to 

identify, define, 

and apply 

sociological 

concepts and 

theories.    

 

during the semester. 

Each exam has 50 

questions on terms, 

concepts and theories.   

took all three exams 

averaged at 73.5% in 

their performance.  

 

Regrettably, in the 

four semesters 

combined, 69% of 

students met the 

performance 

threshold of 70% or 

better, missing the 

expectation by one 

percentage point.   

 

 

 

 

students are less 

engaged. This result 

is also reflective of 

the influx of 

international students 

in the GenEd courses, 

as most of them failed 

every exam. The 

hybrid mode is also 

one that requires work 

outside of the 

classroom, which 

reduces contact with a 

professor who can 

explain and answer 

questions.  

relative weight of the 

exams in the final 

grade, adding other 

assessments, 

including publisher’s 

quizzes on textbook 

chapters (which 

students can take 

multiple times) and 

hands-on “data 

workshops” that 

require students to 

make observations 

and gather 

information. Together 

these make up 25% of 

the final grade. 

 

Goal 4: Students will 

practice critical thinking 

 

Learning outcome 

4. 

 

Students will 

practice applying 

theories and 

concepts to the 

“real world.” 

   

Measure 1.  

 

 

Students make 

observations and 

collect information in 

data workshops that 

include doing nothing 

in public for 10 

minutes; conducting 

content analysis of 

norm breaking in TV 

shows; interviewing a 

working parent; and 

observing dinner 

interactions. 

 

Measure 1.  

 

 

Target met. 100% 

students who 

completed all four 

workshops performed 

at 95% or above.  

However, in the four 

sections only about 

68% of students 

completed all four 

workshops.  

Measure 1. 

 

 

Students who 

completed the 

workshops performed 

very well, but out of 

the total of 108 

students in the four 

sections, 73 (68%) 

submitted all four 

workshop reports. If 

they had, they would 

have improved their 

final grade.  

Measure 1. 

 

 

These workshops 

require out of class 

work which is not 

difficult but requires 

time and planning 

(the hybrid course 

provides that extra 

time).  That may be 

why so many left one 

or more incomplete. I 

do not have control 

over whether students 

complete an 

assignment so I do 

not plan to change 

anything on this 

measure. 
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Goal 5:  Students will 

apply historical, cultural, 

and global perspectives to 

the interaction of groups 

and societies 

 

Learning outcome 

5.  

 

Students learn the 

basic 

developments of 

economic and 

cultural 

globalization and 

how globalization  

has impacted the 

American 

economy and labor 

market. 

 

Measure 1. 

 

 

Students complete a 

quiz on the publisher 

provided 

(InQuizitive) textbook 

chapter (Ch. 11) on 

globalization. 

Measure 1. 

 

  

Target met. 95 

students out of 108 

(88%) in the four 

sections completed 

the Ch. 11 InQuizitive 

quiz. All of them 

performed at 80% or 

better and most of 

them at 100%.   

Measure 1.  

 

 

This quiz can be 

taken multiple times 

until the score is 

100%. Therefore, the 

quiz may not be the 

best gauge of 

performance, but it 

does allow students to 

improve their score 

and thereby likely 

enhance their 

understanding of 

globalization. 

 

Measure 1. 

 

 

I will keep using 

InQuizitive quizzes to 

help students work 

with the textbook 

content. IT also 

allows them to gain 

points for the final 

grade (15/100) which 

mitigates against 

weaker exam 

performance.  

Goal 6: Students prepare a 

foundation for careers, 

graduate studies, and 

informed participation in a 

complex society 

 

 

Not adequately 

addressed in the 

introductory 

course 

 

n/a 

 

n/a 

 

n/a 

 

n/a 

Summary Information:  This assessment is based on a summation of four sections SOC 1010 HYB taught by Dr. Ollilainen in Fall 2022 and 
Spring 2024. The hybrid format included class meetings in person on Mondays and Wednesdays, with students working on class materials 
on Fridays. Results show that student performance in exams has declined to below the target threshold of 70% but is stronger in the other 
measures.  
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Evidence of Learning Worksheet: Courses within the Major  

Course: Soc 1010 Semesters taught: Fall 2022 and Spring 2024   

Sections included: Two sections Fall 22 and one section Spring 24 Semester, face-to-face by Dr. Rob Reynolds at WSU Ogden. 

 Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major   

Measurable  

Learning Goal or 

Outcome 

Aligned 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of  

Measurement* 

Target  

Performance 
threshold 

Actual  

Performance 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of  

Results and Closing the Loop 

Learning Goal 1: 
Students will 

conduct research 

and analyze data 

 

Not measured 

or assessed in 

Soc 1010 

Na Na Na Na Na 

 

Learning Goal 2: 

Students will 

communicate 

skillfully 

Learning 

Outcome 2: 

Students will 

clearly 

communicate 

sociological 

concepts in 

writing. 

Measure 1: 

 Assignment 9 - 

Signature 

Assignment, 

wherein 

students write 

about the 

interrelationship 

between 

society, 

consumption, 

and the natural 

environment. 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% 

of students 

will score 70% 

or better on 

Assignment 9, 

the Signature 

Assignment 

Measure 1: 

Of students 

who completed 

the assignment, 

over 70% 

scored 70% or 

higher on this 

assignment. 

Measure 1: 

Most students were 

able to 

communicate the 

relationship 

between society, 

consumption, and 

the natural 

environment at a 

basic level. 

ChatGPT or similar 

generative AI 

programs usage is 

increasing in the 

completion of this 

assignment.   

Measure 1: 
This is a good assignment to try 

to measure student’s written 

communication skills since this 

topic is address in several ways 

throughout the semester. That 

being said, the use of generative 

AI in the completion of this 

assignment has made it 

challenging to grade. I’ve 

increased the amount of 

personalization in this 

assignment, but generative AI 

programs are getting better at 

pseudo personalization, too! 
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Learning Goal 3: 
Students will 

identify and 

explain the terms, 

concepts, and 

theories of the 

discipline of 

sociology 

 

Learning 

Outcome 3: 

Students can 

answer 

correctly 

questions that 

identify terms, 

concepts, and 

theories of the 

discipline of 

sociology 

Measure 1: 

Students will 

take chapter 

quizzes for each 

chapter of the 

textbook. Each 

quiz is 10 

questions 

randomly 

chosen from 10-

15 possible 

questions. 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% 

of students 

will score 

overall 

(combined 

percentage for 

all quizzes) at 

least 70% for 

the chapter 

quizzes. 

Measure 1: 

This standard 

was met.  

Measure 1: 

Each chapter quiz 

is a timed (15 

minute), open 

book, quiz. This 

allows the quizzes 

to be both learning 

and assessment 

tools. I’m sure 

scores are higher 

this way, but it 

brings in another 

way for students to 

learn.  

Measure 1: 
As stated in the findings, being 

open book quizzes does raise 

the quiz scores. Also, by having 

chapter quizzes rather than 

midterm exams, each individual 

quiz has a lower impact on the 

overall student’s course grade 

than midterms would have. A 

chapter quiz is also less 

intimidating than a midterm 

over 6 or 7 chapters. I will 

continue to use chapter quizzes 

to assess this goal. 

Learning Goal 4:  

Students will 

practice critical 

thinking 

Learning 

Outcome 4: 

Students will 

practice critical 

thinking by 

applying 

concepts to a 

practical 

example from 

their lives. 

Measure 1:  

Assignment 3. 

Students apply 

concepts of in-

groups, out-

groups, 

subcultures, 

etc., to their 

high school in a 

writing 

assignment. 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% 

of students 

will score at 

least 70% or 

better on 

Assignment 3.  

Measure 1: 

Of those who 

completed 

Assignment 3, 

over 70% of 

students scored 

70% or better. 

Measure 1: 

Almost all students 

have attended high 

school, which 

makes it a good 

example to analyze 

using newly 

learned 

sociological 

concepts. 

Measure 1: 
In the more recent sections, 

explanations of high school 

groups or cliques has had to be 

more expansive for 

international students to better 

understand the assignment. 

Also, providing organizational 

settings other than high school 

has been incorporated for 

students who were home 

schooled during high school. I 

will continue to use this 

assignment. 

Learning Goal 5:  

Students will 

apply 

historical, 

cultural, and 

global 

perspectives to 

the interaction 

Learning 

Outcome 5: 

Students will 

learn about the 

intersection of 

culture and 

globalization, 

and how that 

intersection has 

Measure 1: 

Assignment 2, 

Globalization 

and Culture. 

Students will 

read from the 

textbook and 

provided 

readings, watch 

Measure 1: 
At least 70% of 

students will 

score at least 

70% or better 

on Assignment 

2. 

Measure 1: 
Of those who 

completed 

Assignment 2, 

over 70% of 

students scored 

70% or better. 

Measure 1: 

Culture, which 

most students 

associate with 

national culture, 

and globalization, 

which many 

students don’t 

know much about, 

Measure 1: 
This is an assignment I will 

continue to use to assess goal 5, 

because while most students 

may have heard of the word 

globalization, most don’t really 

know what it is or how it affects 

them. This also is an assessment 
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of groups and 

societies 

impacted their 

lives. 

videos, and 

attend lectures, 

about culture 

and 

globalization, 

and then apply 

what they 

learned to 

analyzing their 

and their 

family’s lives. 

affect us all. 

Understanding how 

the interplay of 

culture and 

globalization affect 

student’s lives is an 

important tool in 

understanding 

economic changes 

in jobs, inflation, 

personal usage of 

digital technology, 

as well as in 

education, 

healthcare, etc. 

of their Sociological 

Imagination. 

Learning Goal 6: 

Students prepare 

a foundation for 

careers, graduate 

studies, and 

informed 

participation in a 

complex society 

Not assessed or 

measured in 

Soc 1010 

Na Na Na Na Na 
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Table: Evidence of Learning: Core/Elective Courses in the Major 

 

Evidence of Learning: SOC 1020: Social Problems, Fall 2022 
Program Learning Goals  
(effective Spring 2014) 
 

Measurable Learning 
Outcome 

Method of Measurement 
Direct and Indirect 
Measures* 

Findings Linked to 
Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 
Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 
Results 

Goal 1:  Students will 
conduct research and 
analyze data  

N/A 

Learning Outcome  
1.A.:  

N/A 

Measure 1:  

N/A 
 

Measure 1: 

N/A 
 

Measure 1:  

N/A 
 

Measure 1: This goal is 
not applicable for this 
introductory level 
course. 
 
 

Goal 2: Students will 
communicate skillfully 
 

Learning Outcome 2.A.: 
Students will participate 
in informed discussions 
regarding a variety of 
sociological concepts, 
theories, research 
findings, and their 
application. 
 
Learning outcome 2.B: 
Students will 
communicate in written 
form with a written 
assignment explaining a 
social problem they 
have addressed with 
community service 
work. 
 

Measure 1: Participation 
requirements require 
students to participate in 
discussions informed by 
course materials on an 
ongoing basis throughout 
the semester. 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students are 
required to write a 3-5 page 
report on the social problem 
they addressed, as well as 
their community service, for 
which the first section 
required a detailed 
explanation of the social 
problem, its causes and 
conditions, as well as a brief 
discussion of the sociological 
theory the student thought 
explained the problem the 
best (including how the 
theory explains the 
problem). Students were 
also required to assess how 
effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 

Measure 1: 91.7% of 
students earned 70% or 
more of the total 
participation points 
possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: 85.7% of 
the students completing 
this assignment scored 
70% or higher on this 
paper – 71% of them 
scored 80% or higher.  
 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully 
demonstrated the 
ability to communicate 
skillfully (oral 
communication). 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
successfully 
demonstrated the 
ability to communicate 
skillfully in written 
form. 
 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time, this 
assignment works well 
to achieve the desired 
learning outcomes. 
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social change for the 
problem. 

Goal 3: Students will 
identify and explain the 
terms, concepts, and 
theories of the discipline 
of Sociology 
 

Learning outcome 3.A.: 
Students will be able to 
use and apply 
sociological terms, 
concepts, and theories. 

Measure 1: Students took 
an exam (utilizing objective 
questions such as true/false, 
multiple choice, & fill-in-the-
blank) that covered 
sociological terms, concepts, 
and theories.  
 

Measure 1: The mean 
score for this exam was 
87% of the total 
possible, 83% of 
students passed the 
exam at 70% or higher. 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully 
demonstrated 
familiarity with 
sociological terms, 
concepts and theories. 
 
 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 4: Students will 
practice critical thinking 
 

Learning outcome 4.A.: 
Students in this 
introductory course will 
practice critical thinking 
through critical 
assessment of 
sociological theories, 
and by weighing 
evidence for competing 
perspectives (including 
self-reflection on 
personal perspectives) 
on various social 
phenomena.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: Having chosen a 
social problem to address 
with community service, 
each student wrote a 3-5 
page report on the social 
problem, as well as their 
community service. In 
addition to a detailed 
explanation of the social 
problem, its causes and 
conditions, the student had 
to weigh out and select the 
sociological theory they 
thought explained the 
problem the best (including 
how the theory explains the 
problem). Students were 
also required to assess how 
effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 
social change for the 
problem. 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
participated in group work, 
discussing their own 
preferences among differing 
theoretical explanations of 

Measure 1: 85.7% of 
the students completing 
this assignment scored 
70% or higher on this 
full paper – 71% of 
them scored 80% or 
higher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: 100% of the 
students who 
participated in the 
group assignment 

Measure 1: Students 
demonstrated the 
ability to think critically 
about sociological 
theory, and about the 
complexities of solving 
social problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2 Students 
were able to practice 
critical thinking by 
identifying an argument 
that made sense to 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
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various social phenomena. received 100% for 
participation in the 
activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

them, from a range of 
theories for which they 
were developing 
understanding, while 
also listening to the 
perspectives of others. 

needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 5:  Students will 
apply historical, 
cultural, and global 
perspectives to the 
interaction of groups 
and societies 

Learning outcome 5.A.: 
Using a sociological lens 
and concepts, students 
will be able to apply 
historical, cultural and 
global perspectives to 
the interaction of 
groups and societies.  

Measure 1:  Students took 
an exam that included 3 
objective questions 
(true/false or multiple 
choice) applying historical, 
cultural, perspectives, and 
global perspectives to the 
interaction of groups and 
societies  
 
 

Measure 1: An average 
of 91.7% of all students 
taking the exam chose 
the correct response to 
these 3 questions 
(correct responses to 
the individual questions 
ranged from 83 to 100% 
of students). The mean 
score for the full exam 
was 87% of total points, 
83% of students passed 
the exam at 70% or 
higher. 

Measure 1:  Students 
demonstrated the 
ability to apply 
historical, cultural, and 
global perspectives to 
the interactions of 
groups and societies.  

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 6: Students 
prepare a foundation 
for careers, graduate 
studies, and informed 
participation in a 
complex society  

Learning outcome 6.A.: 
Students will practice 
writing skills and critical 
thinking needed for 
careers and graduate 
studies with a written 
assignment explaining a 
social problem they 
have addressed with 
community service 
work. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: Each student 
wrote a 3-5 page report on 
the social problem they 
addressed, as well as their 
community service, for 
which the first section 
required a detailed 
explanation of the social 
problem, its causes and 
conditions, as well as a brief 
discussion of the sociological 
theory the student thought 
explained the problem the 
best (including how the 
theory explains the 
problem). Students were 
also required to assess how 

Measure 1: 85.7% of 
the students completing 
this assignment scored 
70% or higher on this 
full paper – 71% of 
them scored 80% or 
higher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully completed 
work that can assist in 
preparation for job 
attainment and 
retention, or for 
graduate studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time, this 
assignment works well 
to achieve the desired 
learning outcomes. 
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Learning outcome 6.B.: 
Students will practice 
informed participation 
in discussions about the 
complexities of social 
phenomena in society. 

effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 
social change for the 
problem. 
 
 
 
Measure 1: Participation 
requirements require 
students to participate in 
discussions informed by 
course materials (including 
recent media and social 
science reports) on an 
ongoing basis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 1: 91.7% of 
students earned 70% or 
more of the total 
participation points 
possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 1: Students 
demonstrated the 
ability to participate in 
an informed way in 
discussions about the 
complexities of social 
phenomena in society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 

 

 

Summary Information:  This assessment is based on one section of Social Problems (SOC 1020) taught by Dr. Carla Koons Trentelman in Fall 2022, 

T/TH at noon. Assessment data show that the majority of students are meeting each of these six learning goals at levels of 70% or above. No 

curricular and pedagogical changes are seen as necessary at this time for any of these goals.  
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Table: Evidence of Learning: Core/Elective Courses in the Major 

 

Evidence of Learning: SOC 1020: Social Problems, Spring 2024 
Program Learning Goals  
(effective Spring 2014) 
 

Measurable Learning 
Outcome 

Method of Measurement 
Direct and Indirect 
Measures* 

Findings Linked to 
Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 
Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 
Results 

Goal 1:  Students will 
conduct research and 
analyze data  

N/A 

Learning Outcome  
1.A.:  

N/A 

Measure 1:  

N/A 
 

Measure 1: 

N/A 
 

Measure 1:  

N/A 
 

Measure 1: This goal is 
not applicable for this 
introductory level 
course. 
 
 

Goal 2: Students will 
communicate skillfully 
 

Learning Outcome 2.A.: 
Students will participate 
in informed discussions 
regarding a variety of 
sociological concepts, 
theories, research 
findings, and their 
application. 
 
Learning outcome 2.B: 
Students will 
communicate in written 
form with a written 
assignment explaining a 
social problem they 
have addressed with 
community service 
work. 
 

Measure 1: Participation 
requirements require 
students to participate in 
discussions informed by 
course materials on an 
ongoing basis throughout 
the semester. 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students are 
required to write a 3-5 page 
report on the social problem 
they addressed, as well as 
their community service, for 
which the first section 
required a detailed 
explanation of the social 
problem, its causes and 
conditions, as well as a brief 
discussion of the sociological 
theory the student thought 
explained the problem the 
best (including how the 
theory explains the 
problem). Students were 
also required to assess how 
effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 

Measure 1: 100% of 
students earned 70% or 
more of the total 
participation points 
possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: 100% of the 
students completing 
this assignment scored 
70% or higher on this 
paper – 71% of them 
scored 80% or higher.  
 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully 
demonstrated the 
ability to communicate 
skillfully (oral 
communication). 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
successfully 
demonstrated the 
ability to communicate 
skillfully in written 
form. 
 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time, this 
assignment works well 
to achieve the desired 
learning outcomes. 
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social change for the 
problem. 

Goal 3: Students will 
identify and explain the 
terms, concepts, and 
theories of the discipline 
of Sociology 
 

Learning outcome 3.A.: 
Students will be able to 
use and apply 
sociological terms, 
concepts, and theories. 

Measure 1: Students took 
an exam (utilizing objective 
questions such as true/false, 
multiple choice, & fill-in-the-
blank) that covered 
sociological terms, concepts, 
and theories.  
 

Measure 1: The mean 
score for this exam was 
79% of the total 
possible, 71% of 
students passed the 
exam at 70% or higher. 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully 
demonstrated 
familiarity with 
sociological terms, 
concepts and theories. 
 
 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 4: Students will 
practice critical thinking 
 

Learning outcome 4.A.: 
Students in this 
introductory course will 
practice critical thinking 
through critical 
assessment of 
sociological theories, 
and by weighing 
evidence for competing 
perspectives (including 
self-reflection on 
personal perspectives) 
on various social 
phenomena.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: Having chosen a 
social problem to address 
with community service, 
each student wrote a 3-5 
page report on the social 
problem, as well as their 
community service. In 
addition to a detailed 
explanation of the social 
problem, its causes and 
conditions, the student had 
to weigh out and select the 
sociological theory they 
thought explained the 
problem the best (including 
how the theory explains the 
problem). Students were 
also required to assess how 
effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 
social change for the 
problem. 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
participated in group work, 
discussing their own 
preferences among differing 
theoretical explanations of 

Measure 1: 100% of the 
students completing 
this assignment scored 
70% or higher on this 
full paper – 71% of 
them scored 80% or 
higher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: Students 
who participated in this 
group assignment 
received 100% for 

Measure 1: Students 
demonstrated the 
ability to think critically 
about sociological 
theory, and about the 
complexities of solving 
social problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2 Students 
were able to practice 
critical thinking by 
identifying an argument 
that made sense to 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 2: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 



40 

Report due 11/15/2024  

various social phenomena. participation in the 
activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

them, from a range of 
theories for which they 
were developing 
understanding, while 
also listening to the 
perspectives of others. 

needed at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 5:  Students will 
apply historical, 
cultural, and global 
perspectives to the 
interaction of groups 
and societies 

Learning outcome 5.A.: 
Using a sociological lens 
and concepts, students 
will be able to apply 
historical, cultural and 
global perspectives to 
the interaction of 
groups and societies.  

Measure 1:  Students took 
an exam that included 5 
objective questions 
(true/false or multiple 
choice) applying historical, 
cultural, perspectives, and 
global perspectives to the 
interaction of groups and 
societies  
 
 

Measure 1: An average 
of 80% of all students 
taking the exam chose 
the correct response to 
these 5 questions 
(correct responses to 
the individual questions 
ranged from 60 to 100% 
of students). The mean 
score for the full exam 
was 76% of total points, 
67% of students passed 
the exam at 70% or 
higher; 80% passed it at 
60% or higher. 

Measure 1:  Students 
demonstrated the 
ability to apply 
historical, cultural, and 
global perspectives to 
the interactions of 
groups and societies.  

Measure 1: While no 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
are needed at this time 
for this particular 
measurement (of 5 
questions), there is a 
concern about the pass 
rate for this exam.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal 6: Students 
prepare a foundation 
for careers, graduate 
studies, and informed 
participation in a 
complex society  

Learning outcome 6.A.: 
Students will practice 
writing skills and critical 
thinking needed for 
careers and graduate 
studies with a written 
assignment explaining a 
social problem they 
have addressed with 
community service 
work. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: Each student 
wrote a 3-5 page report on 
the social problem they 
addressed, as well as their 
community service, for 
which the first section 
required a detailed 
explanation of the social 
problem, its causes and 
conditions, as well as a brief 
discussion of the sociological 
theory the student thought 
explained the problem the 
best (including how the 
theory explains the 
problem). Students were 
also required to assess how 

Measure 1: 100% of the 
students completing 
this assignment scored 
70% or higher on this 
full paper – 71% of 
them scored 80% or 
higher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1:  Students 
successfully completed 
work that can assist in 
preparation for job 
attainment and 
retention, or for 
graduate studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time, this 
assignment works well 
to achieve the desired 
learning outcomes for 
this lower division class. 
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Learning outcome 6.B.: 
Students will practice 
informed participation 
in discussions about the 
complexities of social 
phenomena in society. 

effective the agency 
appeared to be at creating 
social change for the 
problem. 
 
 
 
Measure 1: Participation 
requirements require 
students to participate in 
discussions informed by 
course materials (including 
recent media and social 
science reports) on an 
ongoing basis. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 1: 100% of 
students earned 70% or 
more of the total 
participation points 
possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 1: Students 
demonstrated the 
ability to participate in 
an informed way in 
discussions about the 
complexities of social 
phenomena in society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measure 1: No 
curricular or 
pedagogical changes 
needed at this time. 

 

 

Summary Information:  This assessment is based on one section of Social Problems (SOC 1020) taught by Dr. Carla Koons Trentelman in Spring 

2024, T/TH at 10:30 a.m. Assessment data show that the majority of students are meeting each of these six learning goals at levels of 70% or above. 

No curricular and pedagogical changes are seen as necessary at this time for any of these goals, for this introductory level course.  
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Evidence of Learning Worksheet: Courses within the Major – Copy as needed (see appendix for alternative format) submitted by Huiying Hill 

Course:  Soc 3030 Semester taught:  2023 Fall Sections included: 1 
Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 
Interpretation of Findings Action Plan/Use of Results “Closing the Loop” 

Learning 

Outcome 1: 

Conduct 

research and 

analyze data 

Measure 1: 

Since this is an 

sociological theory 

class. No research is 

involved. 

Measure 1: 

 

 

N/A 

Measure 1: 

 

 

N/A 

Measure 1: 

 

 

N/A 

 

 

 

 

N/A 

 

 

 

 

N/A 

Measure 2: 

N/A 

Measure 2: 

N/A 

Measure 2: 

N/A 

Measure 2: 

N/A 

N/A  

N/A 

Learning Outcome 

2: Communicate 

skillfully 

Measure 1: Direct 

measure: 

Oral presentation 

based on assigned 

reading articles. 

Measure 1: 

Accuracy of the 

summary of the 

reading assigned 

and 

interpretation. 

Measure 1: 

Power point 

presentation in 

classes and hand 

in a summary of 

the presentation. 

The average score 

for this activity is 

90%. 

Measure 1: 

Because I provided a 

guideline and specific 

instructions on how to do 

the presentation. The grades 

students received truly 

reflect the guidelines 

accurately. 

Students did pretty well in 

this category, no change in 

this category. 

N/A 

Measure 2: Direct 

Measure: 

Essay writings: 

students were giving 

several essay 

assignments to 

prepare, and then 

some assigned essays 

were on the tests. 

Students went to the 

texting center to write 

the essay 
tests. 

Measure 2: 

To see if 

students can 

understand the 

theories and 

apply them in 

todays’ real 

situations. 

Measure 2: 

Students wrote 

their essays in the 

testing center, 

and they were 

online 

submission. The 

essays were 

graded according 

to the rubrics. The 

average score for 

this part is 87%. 

Measure 2: 

 

The grade each student get 

does reflect their 

understanding of the issue 

and grasping the concepts 

related to the topic. 

Before the innovation of AI 

and ChatGPT, I gave this 

assignment as take-home 

exams. But since the fall of 

2023, I changed the method. 

I assign several essay 

questions to students for 

their preparation at home 

for a week, then they had to 

go 

to the testing center with a 

3x5 index card to type 

If I teach this class again or 

other upper division classes. 

I think I will continue to use 

this method. 
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Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 
Interpretation of Findings Action Plan/Use of Results “Closing the Loop” 

     the essays I randomly 

picked. So, this method 

requires students to really 

understand the theories and 

memorize what have had 

prepared. Therefore, the test 

scores are true reflection of 

what they 
have learned. 

 

*Direct and indirect: at least one measure per objective must be a 

direct measure. Additional narrative (optional – use as much space as 

needed): 

Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 

Interpretation of Findings Action Plan/Use of Results “Closing the Loop” 

Learning 

Outcome 3: 

Identify and 

explain the 

terms, concepts, 

and theories of 

the discipline of 

sociology. 

Measure 1: 

 

Oral presentations. 

Measure 1: 

Each student 

was assigned to 

present an 

original writing 

of a theorist we 

were studying. 

Orally present 

what the theorist 

wrote needs 

thorough 

understanding 

and being able 

to explain to the 
class. 

Measure 1: 

 

The median score 

for this activity is 

90%, which is 

above the 

thresholds of 

75%. 

Measure 1: 

 

The grade each student gets 

in this activity reflect their 

real understanding. 

 

 

I think oral presentation is 

a good way to see if 

students truly understand 

the concepts and theories. 

This is a better way to test 

students’ understanding 

under the threat of AI and 

ChatGPT. 

No plan to change the 

methods. 

Measure 2: 

Essays 

Measure 2: 

Essays are all 

about apply the 

concepts in real 
life. 

Measure 2: 

The average score 

of the essay tests 

is 87%. 

Measure 2: 

The grade each student get 

does reflect their 

understanding of the 

This method is a good one, 

no plan to change this 

action. 

Continue to find ways that 

students would not use 

ChatGPT to write essays 

and papers for them. 
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Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 
Interpretation of Findings Action Plan/Use of Results “Closing the Loop” 

    terms, concepts, and the 
theories. 

  

Learning 

Outcome 4: 

Practice critical 

thinking 

Measure 1: Direct 

Measure: 

Essays and article 

presentations 

Measure 1: 

The core skill 

in sociology is 

critical thinking. 

So, every activity 

was designed to 

accomplish this 

goal. 

Measure 1: 

The mean score 

for four essay 

tests is 87%. 

Measure 1: 

The test score reflects the 

critical thinking skills. 

 

Continue to make the test 

questions more clear and 

understandable. 

Will continue with what I 

was doing. 

Measure 2: Indirect 

Measure: 

Class discussions. 

Measure 2: 

Each student is 

required to raise 

a few questions 

after their oral 

presentation. 

The whole class 

would 

participate in 

the discussions. 

Measure 2: 

There is no score 

for class 

discussion. But I 

do take class 

attendance and 

the frequency of 

their discussion. 

The average score 

for this activity is 
88%. 

Measure 2: 

Some class discussions are 

better than others. But each 

student was given a chance 

to express their opinions 

and understanding. 

 

Will guide students how to 

look at issues more 

critically and explain what 

is critical thinking. 

 

No plan to change this 

activity. 

*Direct and indirect: at least one measure per objective must be a direct measure. 
Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 

Interpretation of Findings Action Plan/Use of Results “Closing the Loop” 

Learning 

Outcome 5: 

Apply historical, 

cultural, and 

global 

perspectives to 

the interaction 

Measure 1: 

Direct Measure: 

Essays tests. In each 

essay prompt, 

application of the 

theories to the real 

issues of societies 
and groups is a must. 

Measure 1: Use 

classical 

theories in the 

application of 

today’s world is the 

key of this class. 

Measure 1: 

The mean score 

for four essay 

tests is 87%. 

Measure 1: 

These scores reflect this 

learning outcome. 

No future change in this 

category. 

Find better ways to help the 

students who didn’t do well in 

the tests. Offer office visits and 

more communications. 
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Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 
Interpretation of Findings Action Plan/Use of Results “Closing the Loop” 

of groups and 

societies. 

  The average essay 

score is between 
80-100 percent. 

   

Measure 2: Indirect 

Measure: 

Class lectures and 

discussions. 

Measure 2: The 

goal of teaching 

classic 

sociological 

theories is to let 

students see the 

relevance and 

application of 

these theories. 

Measure 2: 

No actual 

measure. But 

judging from what 

students 

discussed and 

making 

connections to 

the real world, I 

can see that most 
of them got it. 

Measure 2: 

N/A 

 

 

N/A 

 

 

No change. 

Learning 

Outcome 6: 

Prepare a 

foundation for 

career, graduate 

studies, and 

informed 

participation in a 

complex society. 

Measure 1: 

Class lectures 

Measure 1: 

Stress the 

relevance of 

sociological 

theories and 

their daily life 

situations. 

Measure 1: 

 

Course 

evaluations. 

Measure 1: 

I got pretty positive 

evaluations from students. 

This tells me that I did a 

decent job, and they really 

learned something from 

this class. 

 

 

N/A 

 

 

N/A 

Measure 2: Measure 2: 

At the end of the 

semester, I would 

give a ppt 

presentation about 

this theory class 

and how this 

related to their 

life and 
future. 

Measure 2: 

 

No specific 

measurement. 

Measure 2: 

 

Students really appreciate 

the fact that I gave this 

“last” lecture to connect 

all the dots. 

No plan to change this. 

N/A 

*Direct and indirect: at least one measure per objective must be a direct measure. 
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Evidence of Learning Worksheet: Courses within the Major  

Course: Soc 3600 Semester taught: Fall 2022 and Spring 2024   

Sections included: One section each Fall and Spring Semester, face-to-face by Dr. Rob Reynolds at WSU Ogden. 

 Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major   

Measurable  

Learning Goal or 

Outcome 

Aligned 

Measurable 

Learning Outcome 

Method of  

Measurement* 

Target  

Performance 

threshold 

Actual  

Performance 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of  

Results and Closing the Loop 

Learning Goal 1: 

Students will conduct 

research and analyze 

data 

 

Learning Outcome 

1a: Students will 

analyze univariate 

data and bivariate 

data using 

descriptive 

statistics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Outcome 

1b:  Students will 

analyze univariate 

and bivariate data 

using inferential 

statistics. 

Measure 1a:  

Complete 

assignment 3 on 

univariate 

statistics, and 

complete 

assignments 4 and 

5 on bivariate 

statistics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1b: 

Complete 

assignment 6 on 

univariate 

statistics, and 

assignments 7-10 

on bivariate 

statistics 

Measure 1a: 

Students will 

achieve at least a 

grade of 80% on 

each assignment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1b: 

Students will 

achieve at least an 

80% on each 

assignment 

Measure 1a:  

All students who 

completed 

assignments 3-5 

scored at least 

80% on each 

assignment. Some 

students had to do 

a redo assignment 

to achieve the 80% 

minimum. 

 

 

 

 

Measure1b: 

All students who 

completed 

assignments 6-10 

scored at least 

80% on each 

assignment. Some 

students had to do 

a redo assignment 

to achieve the 80% 

minimum. 

 

Measure 1a:  

Students showed 

they understood 

descriptive statistics 

for both univariate 

and bivariate 

statistics, though 

some students 

needed extra 

guidance as 

evidenced by their 

need to do the redo 

assignment. 

 

Measure 1b: 

Students showed 

they understood 

inferential statistics 

for both univariate 

and bivariate 

statistics, though 

some students 

needed extra 

guidance as 

evidenced by their 

need to do the redo 

assignment. 

Measure 1a: Will include more 

problems from earlier assignments on 

later assignments to give students more 

practice analyzing descriptive statistics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1b: Will include more 

problems from earlier assignments on 

later assignments to give students more 

practice analyzing inferential statistics. 
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Learning Goal 2: 

Students will 

communicate 

skillfully 

Learning Outcome 

2:  

Students will 

communicate data 

analysis results 

clearly. 

Measure 1: 

Students will 

complete the Final 

Project 

Assignment, 

creating a 

PowerPoint 

slideshow, and 

presenting said 

slideshow in class. 

Measure 1: 

 Students will 

achieve a grade of 

80% or higher on 

the Final Project. 

Measure 1: 

All students 

achieved a grade 

of 80% or higher 

on the Final 

Project. No redo 

assignment is 

allowed for this 

assignment. 

 

Measure 1: 

Since this is the last 

assignment of the 

course, students 

understand the 

material and are 

able to complete 

this assignment at a 

higher level of 

competence.  

Measure 1: This assignment is a good 

way to assess student’s abilities to 

communicate data analysis results. 

Since written and oral communication 

is highly valued in all jobs, whether in 

the private or public sectors, having 

students create a slideshow and present 

it is a valid assessment of 

communication skills. 

Learning Goal 3: 

Students will identify 

and explain the 

terms, concepts, and 

theories of the 

discipline of 

sociology 

 

This is not a 

learning outcome 

goal for Soc 3600. 

na na na na na 

Learning Goal 4:  

Students will practice 

critical thinking 

Learning Outcome 

4: 

Students will both 

choose data to 

analyze and 

present, as well as 

which analysis 

techniques to 

employ in said 

analysis and 

presentation. 

Measure 1: 

Students will 

complete the Final 

Project 

Assignment, 

creating a 

PowerPoint 

slideshow, and 

presenting said 

slideshow in class. 

Measure 1: 

 Students will 

achieve a grade of 

80% or higher on 

the Final Project. 

Measure 1: 

All students 

achieved a grade 

of 80% or higher 

on the Final 

Project. No redo 

assignment is 

allowed for this 

assignment. 

 

Measure 1: 

All students chose 

the variables they 

would analyze. All 

students chose the 

analysis techniques 

they would use to 

analyze the 

variables. 

Occasionally 

students did not 

choose the 

appropriate 

technique for the 

measurement level 

of the variables they 

were analyzing.  

Measure 1: 

Will continue to use this assignment 

for assessing students critical thinking 

skills.  Will have students start 

choosing their own variables in a 

limited fashion in earlier assignments 

starting Fall semester 24 to better teach 

them to apply more advanced critical 

thinking skills earlier in the course.  In 

Fall 22 and Spring 23, students were 

encouraged to fine data outside of the 

GSS datasets for the Final Project. 

Only a couple of students chose to do 

so each semester.  In Fall 24, students 

went back to using GSS datasets to 

analyze.  
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Learning Goal 5:  

Students will 

apply historical, 

cultural, and 

global 

perspectives to 

the interaction of 

groups and 

societies 

This is not a 

learning outcome 

goal for Soc 3600. 

na na :  na na na 

Learning Goal 6: 

Students prepare a 

foundation for 

careers, graduate 

studies, and informed 

participation in a 

complex society 

Learning Outcome 

6: 

Students will be 

able to use 

computer 

programs to 

analyze 

quantitative data. 

Measure 1:  

Students will be 
able to analyze 
and write up 
analysis of 
univariate 
descriptive 
statistics from 
SPSS and Excel 
printouts. 

Measure 1: 

Assignment 3’s 

Excel and SPSS 

analysis 

problems. 100% 

of students score 

at least 80%.  

Measure 1:  

All students 

scored above 80% 

on Assignment 3. 

A few students 

needed to do the 

redo assignment to 

achieve the 80% 

threshold. 

Measure 1: 

All the students 

mostly correctly 

analyzed the data 

using univariate 

descriptive statistics 

once the redo 

assignment was 

completed by a few 

students. 

Measure 1:  

Quantitative data analysis techniques 

are an important skill in research, 

whether done in the public or private 

sectors. Sociology students have an 

edge over other liberal arts students 

because of learning these skills. This 

course will continue to be a core course 

in the sociology programs. 

 Measure 2: 

Students will be 
able to analyze 
and write up 
analysis of 
bivariate 
descriptive and 
inferential 
statistics from 
SPSS printouts 

Measure 2: 

Five SPSS 

analysis problems 

on assignment 10. 

100% of students 

score at least 

80%. 

Measure 2: 

All students 

scored at least 

80% on the initial 

assignment. No 

redo assignments 

were needed by 

students to reach 

the 80% threshold. 

Measure 2: 

Most of the students 

correctly analyzed 

the bivariate data 

using descriptive 

and inferential 

statistics. 

Measure 2. 

As stated in Measure 1, these are 

valuable skill for graduates of our 

program in competing for jobs, and 

graduate school, as well as on the job.  

Additionally, a data visualization 

course has been created to better 

prepare students to graphically present 

data, further strengthening our students 

skills to compete in an ever changing 

society. 

*Direct and indirect: at least one measure per objective must be a direct measure. 
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Evidence of Learning Worksheet: Courses within the Major – from 2022F to 2024S Course: Research Methods (3660)  

Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement* 

 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 

Interpretation 

of Findings 

Action 

Plan/Use of 

Results 

“Closing the 

Loop” 

Learning 

Outcome:  

Students 

will apply 

historical, 

cultural, 

and global 

perspectives 

to the 

interaction 

of groups 

and 

societies 

 

Measure 1: 

 

Research 

Proposal 

Measure 1:  

 

Students will 

earn at least 

70% of 

points 

possible on 

their final 

research 

proposal. 

 

Measure 1: 

 

The lowest 

grade on the 

final research 

proposal was 

a 91%. 100% 

of the class 

exceeded the 

outcome 

expectations. 

Measure 1: 

 

Students were 

able to engage 

with course 

content and 

create A- or 

better work. 

 

This was 

one of the 

highest 

achieving 

groups I 

have taught 

Research 

Methods to. 

It was a 

pleasure to 

be a part of 

this course. 

 

One student did 

not complete 

the course, but 

this was due to 

unforeseen 

circumstances, 

otherwise this 

course seems to 

be in a strong 

place. 

Measure 2: 

 

Final Exam 

 

Measure 2: 

 

70+% of 

points on the 

Final Exam. 

Measure 2: 

 

 Memo 

Final exam 

score (out of 

100) ranged 

from 67 to 

90). 

Measure 2: 

 

The highest 

score in the 

class becomes 

the A, this 

adjustment 

means that the 

lowest 

average was 

74.4%; 100% 

of students 

received 70% 

or better on 

the final 

exam. 

 

The rigor on 

the Final 

Exam in 

Research 

Methods is 

high, 

therefore I 

set the 

highest 

score as the 

100% mark. 

This 

adjusted 

percentage 

“curve” 

continues to 

 

With the 

curving I do in 

place, this 

average feels 

like a good 

balance. 
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be a good 

approach to 

meet 

students 

where they 

are while 

also 

maintaining 

the rigor 

necessary 

for Research 

Methods. 

Learning 

Outcome: 

Students 

prepare a 

foundation for 

careers, 

graduate 

studies, and 

informed 

participation in 

a complex 

society 

Measure 1:  

 

Pop-Quizzes 

 

Measure 1: 

 

70+% of 

participation 

every week 

with 70% of 

points 

earned. 

Measure 1:  

 

100% of 

quizzes had 

70+% or 

better with an 

average score 

of 72.5%. 

Measure 1: 

 

Based on 

points + rigor 

of these 

assignments’ 

quizzes seems 

to challenge 

students the 

most in this 

class. 

 

I may revisit 

the use of 

clickers to 

complete in 

class pop 

quizzes, 

unsure if 

this delivery 

methods are 

the best 

strategy. 

 

When I teach 

this course 

again next year, 

I will revisit 

how I structure 

in-class pop-

quizzes. 

Measure 2: 

 

Empirical 

Article Reviews 

& 

Scaffolding 

Project 

Assignments 

Measure 2: 

 

70+% of 

points earned 

on final 

project. 

Measure 2: 

 

100% of the 

class earned 

70% or better, 

in fact the 

lowest score 

on this 

formative 

assessment 

was 90%. 

Measure 2: 

 

This is one of 

the “easier” 

scaffolding 

assignments 

structured as a 

formative 

assessment to 

help students 

achieve 

success with 

 

 

I think this 

assignment 

is in a very 

good place. 

It builds 

confidence 

while also 

teaching 

content 

necessary 

 

 

At the present, I 

don’t have any 

plans to change 

this assignment. 

I may look at 

how articles get 

assigned, but 

students 

already have a 

great deal of 
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their research 

proposal. 

for the 

successful 

completion 

of a 

semester 

length final 

project. 

autonomy in 

choosing (I let 

students use 

any empirical 

article 

approved by me 

that they find), 

but maybe 

there’s an 

opportunity 

here to use 

specific articles 

to teach 

specific 

scaffolding 

research 

methods 

concepts? I’ll 

consider this 

next year again. 

 

Summary Information:  This assessment is based on a summation of Research Methods in Sociology (SOC 3660) taught by Dr. R.C. Morris from 2022F to 2024S, 

T/TH, in person. Assessment data show that most students are meeting each of these six learning goals at levels of 70% or above. No curricular and pedagogical 

changes are seen as necessary currently for any of these goals. 
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Table: Evidence of Learning: Core/Elective Courses in the Major 

 

Evidence of Learning: SOC 4030: Contemporary Sociological Theory - Spring 2023 and Spring 2024 - Dr. Ollilainen  

 

Program Learning 

Goals  

(effective Spring 

2014) 

 

Target threshold: 

70/70 

 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

Goal 1:  Students will 

conduct research and 

analyze data 

Learning Outcome  

1:  

 

Not applicable in the 

theory course 

 

Measure 1:  

 

 

n/a 

Measure 1:  

 

 

 n/a 

Measure 1:   

 

 

n/a 

Measure 1:  

 

 

n/a 

Goal 2: Students will 

communicate 

skillfully 

 

 

 

Learning Outcome 2:  

 

Students can convey 

complex  ideas and 

apply theories orally 

and in writing to an 

audience. 

 

 

 

Measure 1. 

 

 

Students give an oral 

presentation (in class) 

in which they apply a 

theory on a 

contemporary social 

issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2. 

Measure 1: 

 

 

Target met.  

94.4% of students in 

the two sections 

performed at 80% or 

better.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2.  

Measure 1: 

 

 

Presentations take 

place during the last 

week of the semester 

and, by then, students 

feel comfortable with 

theories and can apply 

them. Typically, their 

presentations exceed 

the requirements. 

 

Measure 2. 

 

This measure suffers 

Measure 1:  

 

 

No changes are 

planned for this 

measure.  
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Students write 

discussion questions 

on various theories, 

and the questions are 

read in class to guide 

discussion. 

 

 

Target met. Students 

who submitted all the  

required discussion 

questions, 100% 

performed at 80% or 

better.   

 

from students not 

submitting all the 

required questions 

during the semester. If 

they do, they perform 

well, but lower grades 

reflect missed 

assignments. Only 

44% of  students in 

two sections 

submitted the required 

number of questions. 

 

Measure 2. 

 

The greatest challenge 

is to convince 

students to submit the 

required number of 

questions. I will keep 

encouraging them. 

Goal 3: Students will 

identify and explain 

the terms, concepts, 

and theories of the 

discipline of 

Sociology 

 

Learning outcome 3: 

 

Students write essays 

about theoretical 

concepts, applying  

them to real world 

phenomena.  

 

 

Measure 1:  

 

 

Students write two 

take-home (midterm 

and final) exams. 

during the semester, 

each consisting of 

three essays. 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2.  

 

Students write 

responses to reading 

guides on theorists’ 

original writings.  

 

 

Measure 1:  

 

 

Target met. 100% of 

students performed at 

80% or better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2.   

 

Target met. 100% of 

students who 

submitted all the eight 

required reading 

guides performed at 

85% or better. 

Measure 1:   

 

 

Students perform well 

when they can take 

some time to work on 

the exams at home. 

They must use 

various sources (text, 

notes, and articles) to 

write cogently. 

 

 

Measure 2. 

 

Students who submit 

all the required guides 

demonstrate 

understanding of 

theoretical concepts 

and ideas.  

 

 

Measure 1:  

 

 

Despite the good 

results, I have 

changed the exam. 

Because students have 

access to generative 

AI tools,  I now 

administer exams in 

the testing center.   

 

 

 

Measure 2. 

 

The reading guides 

are meant to help 

students parse out 

main ideas in 

sometimes difficult 

original writings of 

various theorists. 
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 They may choose 

which eight they write 

about, but even then, 

too many fail to 

submit all required 

guides. I will keep 

encouraging them to 

meet the required 

number. 

 

 

Goal 4: Students will 

practice critical 

thinking 

 

Learning outcome 

4.A.:  

 

Students understand 

and can apply various 

theories to real world 

phenomena and 

discuss the strengths 

and weaknesses of 

each theory. 

 

 

 

Measure 1:  

 

Since all assignments 

and activities in a 

theory course address 

this outcome, 

students’ overall 

performance (grade) 

in the course reflects 

their understanding. 

Measure 1:  

 

Target met. 100% of 

students performed at 

70% or better, and 

89% performed at 

80% or better. 

Measure 1:  

 

Students’ course 

grades for the two 

sections averaged at 

88%, a good 

performance in a 

challenging course. 

 

Measure 1: 

 

No changes are 

forthcoming. This 

course has since been 

transformed into a 

general “sociological 

theories” course that 

combines classical 

and contemporary 

theorists.  

 

Goal 5:  Students will 

apply historical, 

cultural, and global 

perspectives to the 

interaction of groups 

and societies 

Learning outcome 

5.A.:  

 

Students understand 

the origins of 

globalization and its 

impact on various 

social groups.  

Measure 1:  

 

Students demonstrate 

understanding of the 

key concepts of 

globalization theories 

(e.g., Giddens, Ritzer) 

in writing discussion 

questions and  

reading guides on 

globalization.  

 

Measure 1: 

 

Target met. 100% of 

students who 

submitted questions 

and reading guides on 

globalization theorists 

performed at 70% or 

better. 

Measure 1:  

 

Students generally 

understand the main 

globalization 

processes and can 

explain how they 

shape the U.S. culture 

and economy. 

Measure 1: 

 

No changes planned. 
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Goal 6: Students 

prepare a foundation 

for careers, graduate 

studies, and informed 

participation in a 

complex society  

 

Learning outcome 

6.A.: 

 

Not adequately 

addressed in a theory 

course. 

Measure 1:  

 

 

n/a 

Measure 1: 

 

 

n/a 

Measure 1:  

 

 

n/a 

Measure 1: 

 

 

n/a 
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Evidence of Learning Worksheet: Courses within the Major – from 2022F to 2024S Course: Senior Capstone (4900) 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Target 

Performance 

Actual 

Performance 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action 

Plan/Use of 

Results 

Learning 

Outcome:  

Students will 

apply 

historical, 

cultural, and 

global 

perspectives to 

the interaction 

of groups and 

societies 

 

Measure 1: 

Complete a 

literature 

review of peer 

reviewed 

research on a 

topic of their 

choosing. 

 

 

Measure 1: A 

literature 

review with 8 

peer reviewed 

sources. 

 

 

Measure 1: 

80% of 

students 

completed 

70% of the 

assignment. 

 

 

Measure 1: 

Students were 

able to 

successfully 

connect a topic 

with scientific 

research. 

 

 

No further 

change is 

needed. 

 

Measure 2: 

Analysis of 

data from a 

study from 

which students 

designed and 

collected data, 

using previous 

research 

literature. 

 

 

Measure 2: 

Rough draft 

assignment of 

final write up 

of research 

paper. 

 

 

Measure 2: 

100% of 

student 

attempts 

analyzed their 

data 70% of 

the time. 

 

  

Measure 2: 

Students were 

able to analyze 

data based on 

their analysis of 

previous research 

on their topic. 

 

 

No further 

change is 

needed. 

Learning 

Outcome: 

Students 

prepare a 

foundation for 

careers, 

graduate 

studies, and 

informed 

participation 

Measure 

1: Resume 

assignment to 

review one’s 

own and 

others’ 

resumes. 

 

 

 

Measure 1: A 

clear and 

professional 

resume. 

 

 

Measure 

1: 100% of 

students who 

attempted this 

assignment 

were 

successful 

more than 

70% of the 

time. 

Measure 1: 

Students were 

able to critique 

their resumes, 

those of others, 

and gain tips 

about how to 

mold resumes to 

fit different 

positions. 

No further 

change is 

needed. 
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in a complex 

society 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: 

Assignment to 

review a 

sample cover 

letter for a 

position of the 

student’s 

choice. 

 

Measure 2: A 

clear and 

professional 

cover letter 

tailored 

specifically to 

a position. 

 

Measure 2: 

100% of 

students who 

attempted this 

assignment 

were 

successful 

more than 

70% of the 

time. 

 

Measure 2: 

Students were 

able to 

successfully write 

a cover letter, 

critique their own 

and other 

students’ letters, 

and gain tips for 

tailoring letters to 

specific positions. 

 

No further 

change is 

needed. 
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EVIDENCE OF LEARNING: GENERAL EDUCATION 

Table: Evidence of Learning: GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE 

 

Evidence of Learning: Introduction to Sociology, 2022F to 2024S 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

Goal 1:   

Interactions 
between individuals 
and society 
Students will 
describe how 
individuals and 
groups influence 
and are influenced 
by social contexts, 
institutions, 
physical 
environments 
and/or global 
processes. 

Learning Outcome 

1: Students will 

develop an 

understanding of the 

interrelationships 

between various parts 

of social structure, 

including social 

institutions, social 

groups, social 

statuses and roles, as 

well as expected 

norms and sanctions. 

This understanding 

will include how 

individuals can affect 

society and social 

structure, as well as 

the influence social 

structure has on 

individual lives and 

opportunities.    

 

 

 

Measure 1: (Direct) 

Students took quizzes 

(utilizing objective 

questions such as 

true/false, multiple 

choice, & fill-in-the-

blank) that covered 

the introduction of 

these elements of 

social structure and 

of culture, varying 

theories about these 

interactions, and 

other foundational 

sociological concepts.  

 

Measure 2: (Indirect) 

Students participated 

in class discussions 

about course 

materials, guest 

speakers, and class 

activities. 

 

 

Measure 1:  

The mean score for 

quizzes was 85% of 

the total possible, 

81% of students 

passed the quizzes at 

70% or higher. 

 

 

Measure 2: 100% of 

students earned 70% 

or more of the total 

participation points 

possible. 

 

 

  

 

Measure 1:   

Students successfully 

demonstrated an 

understanding of how 

individuals and 

groups influence and 

are influenced by 

social structure and 

culture.  

 

 

Measure 2: Students 

successfully 

participated in 

discussions where 

they described how 

individuals and 

groups influence and 

are influenced by 

social contexts, social 

institutions, physical 

environments, and 

even global 

processes. 

 

Measure 1:  

No curricular or 

pedagogical changes 

needed at this time 

 

 

 

Measure 2: No 

curricular or 

pedagogical changes 

needed at this time 
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Evidence of Learning: Introduction to Sociology, 2022F to 2024S 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

 

 

 

Goal 2: Application 
of concepts, 
theories, and 
methods 
Students will apply 
basic social 
science concepts, 
theories, and/or 
methods to a 
particular issue and 
identify factors that 
influence change. 

Learning Outcome 

2.A:  

Having chosen a 

community need to 

address with 

community service, 

students explain that 

problem and their 

observations about it 

(from their service 

work) sociologically, 

including its causes 

and conditions and 

the theory they think 

addresses the problem 

the best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1: 

(Direct) Each student 

created a vlog report 

on the community 

service, for which the 

first section required 

a detailed explanation 

of the community 

need, its causes and 

conditions, as well as 

a brief discussion of 

the sociological 

theory the student 

thought explained the 

social issue the best 

(including how the 

theory explains the 

community need). 

Students were also 

required to assess 

how effective the 

agency appeared to 

be at creating social 

change. 

 

 

Measure 1:  

100% of the students 

completing this 

assignment scored 

70% or higher on this 

full paper; 83% 

scored 80% or 

higher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1:   

Students were 

successful in 

applying social 

science explanations 

to a community need 

they addressed with 

community service 

work, drawing from 

sociological concepts, 

research and theory 

to do so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1:  

No curricular or 

pedagogical changes 

needed at this time; 

this assignment 

works well to achieve 

the desired learning 

outcomes.  
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Evidence of Learning: Introduction to Sociology, 2022F to 2024S 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

 

 

 

Learning Outcome 

2.B: Students will 

apply the sociological 

concepts, theories and 

research they are 

learning about 

various community 

needs to current news 

stories related to 

those community 

needs. 

 

Measure 1: Students 

found newspaper 

articles related to 

three different 

community needs 

covered in the course. 

For each news story, 

students wrote short 

papers interpreting 

the news stories 

according to course 

materials on that 

community need.   

 

 

 

 

Measure 1:  

Of the students 

completing at least 1 

of these assignments, 

82% of students 

earned at least 70% 

of the total points for 

these assignments. 

100% of students 

who completed all 

three earned at least 

70% of the total 

points. 3 of the 15 

students did not 

complete any of these 

papers and were not 

included in this 

measure. 

 

 

Measure 1:  

While meeting the 

minimum threshold 

of 70% of students 

earning at least 60% 

of the possible points, 

those students who 

completed all 3 of the 

required assignments 

were much more 

successful at 

demonstrating that 

they can apply 

sociological concepts, 

etc., to current news 

stories. 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1:  

These outcomes 

indicate the 

usefulness of these 

assignments for those 

who complete them. 

Goal 3: Diverse 
perspectives 
Students will 
identify an 
argument about a 
social phenomenon 
and understand 

Learning outcome 

3.A.: Students will be 

able to appreciate the 

variety of 

perspectives on 

various community 

needs. 

 

Measure 1:  

(Direct) Students 

took quizzes covering 

different types of 

social inequality 

(social class, race/ 

 

Measure 1:  

An average of 81% 

of all students taking 

the quizzes chose the 

correct response to 

these 3 questions. 

 

Measure 1: Students 

were successful 

identifying an 

argument about a 

social phenomenon 

and understanding 

 

Measure 1:  

No curricular or 

pedagogical changes 

needed at this time; 

this assignment 

works well to achieve 
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Evidence of Learning: Introduction to Sociology, 2022F to 2024S 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

alternative 
explanations. 

ethnicity, gender), 

each with competing 

theoretical 

explanations of the 

inequality. Three 

multiple choice 

questions addressed 

these alternative 

theories specifically.    

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: (Indirect) 

Students participated 

in group work, 

discussing their own 

preferences among 

differing theoretical 

explanations of 

various social 

phenomena. 

The mean score for 

the quizzes was 83% 

of total points, 70% 

of students passed the 

exam at 80% or 

higher. 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: Students 

who participated in 

the group assignment 

received 100% for 

participation in the 

activity. 

alternative 

explanations. 

 

 

Measure 2: 

Students were able to 

practice identifying 

an argument that 

made sense to them, 

from a range of 

theories for which 

they were developing 

understanding, while 

also listening to the 

perspectives of 

others. 

the desired learning 

outcomes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: 

No curricular or 

pedagogical changes 

needed at this time 

 

Notes: This assessment is based on four sections of Introduction to Sociology (SOC 1010), all taught T/TH in person.  The goal for successful outcomes for this 

lower division course was that at least 70% of the class earn at least 60% of the total for each measure.  
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Table: Evidence of Learning: General Education Social Science Breadth Courses  
 

Evidence of Learning: SV 1010 HYB: Introduction to Sociology - Fall 2022 and Spring 2024  

 

Social Science 

General Education 

Learning outcomes 

 

Sociology program 

target threshold: 

70/60 = at least 70% 

of students perform at 

60% or better  

 

  

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Direct and Indirect 

Measures* 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

1.  Interactions 

between individuals 

and society 

 

Students will describe 

how individuals and 

groups influence and 

are influenced by 

social contexts, 

institutions, physical 

environments and/or 

global process 

 

Learning Outcome  

1. 

Students understand 

the causes and 

consequences of 

globalization on 

institutions, such as the 

economy and the labor 

market. 

 

 

Measure 1:  

Students complete a 

quiz on the publisher 

provided 

(InQuizitive) 

textbook chapter 

(Ch. 11) on 

globalization. 

 

 

Measure 1:  

Target threshold met. 

95 students out of 108 

(88%) in the four 

sections completed 

the Ch. 11 InQuizitive 

quiz. All of them 

performed at 80% or 

better and most of 

them at 100%. 

Measure 1:   

Students 

demonstrated 

understanding of 

globalization and how 

it has shaped 

institutions in the 

U.S. The quiz allows 

multiple attempts so it 

may not accurately 

measure their 

understanding but 

having the ability to 

take it again will help 

students learn. 

 

Measure 1:  

As long as students 

complete the quiz, 

they have mastered 

the basic concepts 

pertaining to global 

processes. I am going 

to keep using these 

chapter quizzes, since 

they help students 

work with the 

textbook chapters. 

2. Application of 

concepts, theories, 

and methods 

 

Students will apply 

Learning Outcome 2. 

Students apply 

sociological concepts 

to a social 

phenomenon or an 

Measure 1. 

The Signature 

Assignment asks 

students to prepare 

an imaginary lecture 

Measure 1:  

Target threshold met. 

95 students out of 108 

(88%) in the four 

sections completed 

Measure 1:   

Students adequately 

demonstrated that 

they understood the 

micro-macro 

Measure 1:  

I will continue to use 

presentation prep 

(instead of a paper) 

for this assignment; it 
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basic social science 

concepts, theories, 

and/or methods to a 

particular issue and 

identify factors that 

influence change 

 

issue.  to a high school 

audience on a self-

chosen topic, using 

sociological 

concepts. 

 

Measure 2. 

Students take three 

multiple choice and 

T/F question exams 

during the semester. 

Each exam has 50 

questions on terms, 

concepts and 

theories.   

 

 

the Ch. 11 InQuizitive 

quiz. And all of them 

performed at 80% or 

better and most of 

them at 100%. 

 

Measure 2.  

Target met. In the 

four semesters 

combined, 80% of 

students met the 

performance 

threshold of 60% or 

better.  The students 

in the four sections 

who took all three 

exams averaged at 

73.5% in their 

performance.  

 

 

 

 

connection in the 

context of their 

chosen social issue 

and were able to 

convey their ideas to 

the audience clearly 

and in well designed 

lecture slides. 

 

Measure 2.  

Students met the 

(notably low) 70/60 

threshold but 

struggled to meet a 

higher target of 70/70 

(63% of students 

performed at 70% or 

better). 

 

is important for 

students to learn how 

to summarize 

information clearly 

and succinctly with a 

specific audience in 

mind.  

 

Measure 2.  

Exam performance 

has declined in 

general. I have 

therefore reduced the 

relative weight of the 

exams in the final 

grade, adding other 

assessments, 

including publisher’s 

quizzes on textbook 

chapters (which 

students can take 

multiple times) and 

hands-on “data 

workshops” that 

require students to 

make observations 

and gather 

information. Together 

these make up 25% of 

the final grade. 

 

3. Diverse 

perspectives 

 

Students will identify 

an argument about a 

Learning outcome 3.  

Students will apply the 

three sociological 

perspectives– 

structural 

Measure 1:  

Students will 

respond to 50 

multiple choice and 

T/F questions in 

Measure 1:  

Target met. Out of the 

103 students who 

took Exam 2, 85 

performed at 60% or 

Measure 1:   

Although the target 

was met, this measure 

may not fully capture 

the students’ 

Measure 1:  

I continue to struggle 

with students' exam 

performance in Gen 

Ed courses. Because 
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social phenomenon 

and understand 

alternative 

explanations. 

 

functionalism, conflict 

theory, and symbolic 

interactionism–to the 

various social 

phenomena. 

 

Exam 2 which is the 

exam that entails the 

most questions about 

application of the 

three perspectives.  

better.  Regrettably, 

only 67% of students 

who took the exam 

performed at 70% or 

better.  

performance on this 

outcome. Since the 

move to canvas 

quizzes, it has been 

difficult to peg 

individual questions 

to a learning outcome. 

Since this measure 

takes into account the 

entire exam and not 

individual questions, 

the results are, at best, 

approximate.  

 

of that I added the 

chapter quizzes to 

help them work with 

the textbook 

materials. Especially 

in the spring 2024 

classes, there was an 

unusual number of 

students who did not 

attend class regularly, 

which may have 

impacted their exam 

performance. 

 

 
 
 Summary Information:  This assessment is based on a summation of four sections SOC 1010 HYB taught by Dr. Ollilainen in Fall 2022 and Spring 
2024. The hybrid format included class meetings in person on Mondays and Wednesdays, with students working on class materials on Fridays. Results 
show that student performance in the included measures met the target threshold (70/60), albeit their exam performance declined from earlier 
assessments. 
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Evidence of Learning Worksheet: General Education Social Science Breadth Courses 

Course: Soc 1010 Semesters taught: Fall 2022 and Spring 2024   

Sections included: Two sections Fall 22 and one section Spring 24 Semester, face-to-face by Dr. Rob Reynolds at WSU Ogden. 

 Evidence of Learning: Courses within the Major   

Social Science 

General 

Education 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Aligned 

Measurable 

Learning 

Outcome 

Method of  

Measurement* 

Target  

Performance 
threshold 

Actual  

Performance 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of  

Results and Closing the 

Loop 

1.  Interactions 

between 

individuals and 

society 

 

Students will 

describe how 

individuals and 

groups influence 

and are influenced 

by social contexts, 

institutions, 

physical 

environments 

and/or global 

process 

 

Learning 

Outcome 1: 

Students 

understand the 

interaction of 

societal 

structures, 

consumption, 

and the 

consequences 

of those 

structures and 

actions on the 

natural 

environment at 

both the micro 

and macro 

levels. 

Measure 1: 

 Assignment 9 - 

Signature 

Assignment, 

wherein students 

write about the 

interrelationship 

between society, 

consumption, 

and the natural 

environment, 

especially in the 

context of their 

personal 

experiences. 

Students also 

compare the 

Covid pandemic 

era to the post 

Covid era. 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% 

of students 

will score 70% 

or better on 

Assignment 9, 

the Signature 

Assignment 

Measure 1: 

Of students 

who completed 

the assignment, 

over 70% 

scored 70% or 

higher on this 

assignment. 

Measure 1: 

Most students were 

able to show they 

understood the 

relationship 

between society, 

consumption, and 

the natural 

environment at a 

basic level. Having 

them analyze their 

Covid pandemic 

consumption 

behavior to their 

post Covid 

pandemic 

behavior, allowed 

for further 

assessment of their 

understanding of 

the interactions in 

practice.   

Measure 1: 
This assignment allows for 

making macro-micro 

connections, as well as it allows 

students to reflect on their and 

society’s part in larger 

ecological structures. 

Therefore, I will continue to 

use this particular assignment 

to assess this social science 

GELO. 
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2. Application of 

concepts, theories, 

and methods 

 

Students will apply 

basic social science 

concepts, theories, 

and/or methods to 

a particular issue 

and identify factors 

that influence 

change 

 

Learning 

Outcome 2: 

Students apply 

sociological 

concepts to a 

social 

phenomenon 

or an issue. 

Measure 1: 

Students will 

take chapter 

quizzes for each 

chapter of the 

textbook. Each 

quiz is 10 

questions 

randomly 

chosen from 10-

15 possible 

questions. Each 

chapter focuses 

on a different 

concept area or 

institution 

 

Measure 2: 

Assignment 2, 

Globalization 

and Culture. 

Students will 

read from the 

textbook and 

provided 

readings, watch 

videos, and 

attend lectures, 

about culture 

and 

globalization, 

and then apply 

what they 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% 

of students 

will score 

overall 

(combined 

percentage for 

all quizzes) at 

least 60% for 

the chapter 

quizzes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: 
At least 70% of 

students will 

score at least 

60% or better 

on Assignment 

2. 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% of 

students met 

the overall 

combined 

quizzes grade 

of 60% or 

higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: 
Of those who 

completed 

Assignment 2, 

over 70% of 

students scored 

60% or better 

Measure 1: 

Each chapter quiz 

is a timed (15 

minute), open 

book, quiz. This 

allows the quizzes 

to be both learning 

and assessment 

tools. I’m sure 

scores are higher 

this way, but it 

brings in another 

way for students to 

learn concepts. 

 

 

 

Measure 2: 

 Culture, which 

most students 

associate with 

national culture, 

and globalization, 

which many 

students don’t 

know much about, 

affect us all. 

Understanding how 

the interplay of 

culture and 

globalization affect 

student’s lives is an 

important tool in 

Measure 1: 
Since each chapter covers a 

different phenomenon or social 

institution, the chapter quizzes 

assess students understanding 

of how different phenomenon 

and institutions can be 

explained using sociological 

concepts, theories, and 

methods. Therefore these 

chapter quizzes help in 

assessing Social Science GELO 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: 

I will continue to use 

Assignment 2 to assess Social 

Science GELO 2, because 

globalization will continue to 

be a driver of change and 

students need to learn to 

understand globalization in a 

non-politicized environment. 
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learned to 

analyzing their 

and their 

family’s lives. 

understanding 

economic changes 

in jobs, inflation, 

personal usage of 

digital technology, 

as well as in 

education, 

healthcare, etc. 

3. Diverse 

perspectives 

 

Students will 

identify an 

argument about a 

social phenomenon 

and understand 

alternative 

explanations. 

 

Learning 

Outcome 3: 

Students will 

apply 

sociological 

theories of 

socialization to 

their personal 

lives. 

Measure 1:  

Assignment 4. 

Students apply 

concepts from 

Mead, Goffman, 

and symbolic 

interactionism to 

explain their 

concept of self. 

Measure 1: 

At least 70% 

of students 

will score at 

least 60% or 

better on 

Assignment 4.  

Measure 1: 

Of those who 

completed 

Assignment 4, 

over 70% of 

students scored 

60% or better. 

Measure 1: 

Students are able to 

articulate the 

different 

theoretical 

perspectives on 

socialization, but 

tend to do so more 

indirectly in the 

assignment than 

directly. 

Measure 1: 

Self-identity or how we see 

ourselves is a core concept in 

sociology. How the self 

develops and continues to 

change throughout life is 

explained differently by 

theorists from different 

theoretical perspectives. This 

assignment allows students 

to explore those differences. 

I need to be more explicit in 

the assignment instructions 

to students apply two or 

more sociological 

perspectives on socialization. 

I will continue to use this 

assignment to assess Social 

Science GELO 3. 

*Direct and indirect: at least one measure per objective must be a direct measure. 
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Table: Evidence of Learning: GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE 

 

Evidence of Learning: SOC 1010: Introduction to Sociology, Fall 2023, Dr. Pepper Glass 

 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

Goal 1:   

Interactions 
between individuals 
and society 
Students will 
describe how 
individuals and 
groups influence 
and are influenced 
by social contexts, 
institutions, 
physical 
environments 
and/or global 
process. 

Learning Outcome 

1:  Students will 

understand the 

connection between 

themselves and the 

social world. 

 

 

 

Measure 1: 

“Exploriment” task of 

a quiz about race and 

connecting it with 

sociological 

understandings. 

 

Measure 2: “The 

Sociology You” 

assignment connects 

course material with 

student’s biography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1: 87.5% of 

the students 

completing this 

assignment scored 

75% or higher.  

 

 

 

Measure 2: 60% of 

students completing 

this assignment 

scored 70% or 

higher. 

 

 

  

 

Measure 1: Students 

were able to connect 

their position on race 

with the social world. 

 

 

 

Measure 2: Students 

were not able to 

complete the 

threshold of 70% 

completing 60%. 

 

Measure 1:  

No changes needed at 

this time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2: Students 

need more 

reinforcement with 

these connections. 

Goal 2: Application 
of concepts, 
theories, and 
methods 
Students will apply 
basic social science 
concepts, theories, 
and/or methods to 

Learning Outcome 

2: Students will 

understand basic 

social science ideas, 

and they will be able 

to apply them to 

social issues. 

 

Measure 1: 

“Exploriment” task of 

applying idea of 

social class to image 

of person. 

 

 

Measure 2: Exam #2 

Measure 1:  

87.5% of students 

completing this 

assignment scored 

70% or higher.  

 

 

 

Measure 1:   

Students were 

successful in 

applying social 

science explanations 

to an image. 

 

 

Measure 1:  

No changes needed at 

this time.  
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Evidence of Learning: SOC 1010: Introduction to Sociology, Fall 2023, Dr. Pepper Glass 

 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

a particular issue 
and identify factors 
that influence 
change. 

 

 

 

 

asked students to 

apply understandings 

of inequality to 

examples. 

 

Measure 2:  

74.1% of students 

completing this 

assignment scored 

70% or higher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Measure 2:  

Students were able to 

apply understandings 

of inequality to 

examples. 

 

Measure 2:  

No changes needed at 

this time.  

 

 

Goal 3: Diverse 
perspectives 
Students will 
identify an 
argument about a 
social phenomenon 
and understand 
alternative 
explanations. 

Learning outcome 

3: Students will 

understand multiple 

sides to a perspective 

 

Measure 1: Exam #1 

tests students’ 

understandings of 

sociological theorists. 

 

 

 

Measure 2: Students 

 

Measure 1: 65% of 

students completing 

this assignment 

scored 70% or 

higher.  

 

 

 

 

Measure 1: Students 

did not complete the 

threshold of 70% 

completing 60% of 

the assignment. 

 

 

 

 

Measure 1:  

Provide students 

additional 

reinforcement and 

study aids for exam. 

 

 

 



70 

Report due 11/15/2024 

 

Evidence of Learning: SOC 1010: Introduction to Sociology, Fall 2023, Dr. Pepper Glass 

 

Program Learning 

Goal 

 

 

Measurable Learning 

Outcome 

 

 

Method of 

Measurement 

 

Findings Linked to 

Learning Outcomes 

Interpretation of 

Findings 

Action Plan/Use of 

Results 

complete “The 

Sociology You” 

assignment, where 

they compare their 

positions on social 

issues with different 

perspectives. 

 

 

Measure 2: 60% of 

students completing 

this assignment 

scored 70% or 

higher. 

Measure 2: Students 

did not complete the 

threshold of 70% 

completing 60% of 

the assignment. 

Measure 2: 

Students need more 

reinforcement with 

alternative 

explanations. 
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