
Graduate Studies in Education 
Final Project Rubric 

Student Information 

Name Chair Date 

Title 

Literature Review Meets/Exceeds 
Expectations 

Partially Meets 
Expectations 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

Issues, theories, and/or concerns are critically considered, clearly stated, and 
comprehensively described. 

Information is incorporated with interpretation and/or evaluation to develop a 
comprehensive analysis or synthesis. Viewpoints of experts are thoroughly questioned 
and/or analyzed. 

Studies/reports used are appropriate to the topic and are from current and professional 
sources. 

Design Meets/Exceeds 
Expectations 

Partially Meets 
Expectations 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

Specific research/evaluation question(s) and/or aims of the project are clearly stated and 
described in the context of previous studies relevant to education. 

Proposes one or more solutions/hypotheses that indicate a deep comprehension of the 
problem/issue. Solutions/hypotheses are sensitive to contextual factors and ethical, logical, 
and cultural dimensions of the problem/issue.  

Research/evaluation design and methods for data collection and analysis are clearly 
explained and analyzed for their strengths and weaknesses relative to the research/guiding 
question(s). 

Outcomes/Discussions Meets/Exceeds 
Expectations 

Partially Meets 
Expectations 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

Results/outcomes/products are clearly and accurately discussed in the context of the 
guiding questions, and the limits of the project’s findings/outcomes are identified and 
discussed in relation to the questions and methods.

Evaluation of arguments contains a thorough and insightful explanation, reviews 
logic/reason, examines the feasibility of solution(s), and weighs the impacts of solution(s). 

Complex issues are analyzed in-depth. Limits of the analysis, perspective, and/or thesis are 
acknowledged. 



Communication Meets/Exceeds 
Expectations 

Partially Meets 
Expectations 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

The written work includes an introduction and conclusion that clearly state and explain the 
work's thesis, position, or purpose. 

Information is organized in a logical and easy to understand format that makes effective 
use of transitional statements between ideas. The writing is mostly free of errors relative to 
effectively communicating ideas.

The tone and style of writing are appropriate to a professional or academic document. APA 
conventions are followed. 

Professional Responsibility and Ethics Meets/Exceeds 
Expectations 

Partially Meets 
Expectations 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

The candidate worked independently with sufficient direction from the chair. 

The candidate responded to faculty feedback in a timely manner. 

Work reflected ethical research and writing, avoiding plagiarism 

Oral Defense Meets/Exceeds 
Expectations 

Partially Meets 
Expectations 

Does Not Meet 
Expectations 

The candidate: 
 demonstrated depth of knowledge about the candidate’s scholarship.
 was well-prepared and used appropriate visual media.
 revealed ability to interconnect and extend knowledge.
 Responded to questions posed by the committee, reflecting knowledge from the

project
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