
Psych 3616 – Psychological Research Methods and Data Analysis II 
Spring Semester, 2016 

 

Professor: Shannon McGillivray, Ph.D. 

Email: smcgillivray@weber.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday 9:30-10:20, Wednesday 9:30-10:20, & by appointment 

Office Location: 368 SS Building 

Office Phone: 801-626-7867 

Cell Phone: 415-686-6016 

Course Website - CANVAS: https://weber.instructure.com/login 

 

In Psy 3615, we introduced the logic and use of science in psychology and focused on 

some of the major research methods used in our field: descriptive, correlational, simple-

design, experimental and quasi-experimental approaches. We also discussed the 

statistical tools associated with these methods (namely, descriptive statistics, correlation 

and regression, t-tests and ANOVAs).   

 

In Psy 3616, we will build on Psy 3615 and will focus on the applying what was covered 

in Psy 3615 in order to conduct original research. 

 

Course Goals/Objectives for Psy 3616 

 To understand the different research goals and approaches used in psychology. 

 To understand the vocabulary and terminology used in research.  

 To critically read and evaluate research (i.e., recognize strengths and weaknesses). 

 To apply the principles and tools of good research design to conduct your own 

independent research. 

 To apply statistics to your own research. 

 To acquire library, database, and Internet information-gathering skills. 

 To write using the professional guidelines established by the American Psychological 
Association (APA). 

 To professionally present research in oral form. 

 

Text 

 Research Methods and Statistics: A Critical Approach 5th edition  by: Sherri 
Jackson 

 Additional readings/materials will also occasionally be posted – these will be 
made available in CANVAS as needed 

 

 

Getting the Most out of the Course 

In order to get the most out of this course you should come to each class and come 

prepared.  A GREAT DEAL of the course will require you to participate in in-class group 

work, making attendance particularly important.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://weber.instructure.com/login


Course Requirements 

 

Participation 10% 

A vast majority of class time will be devoted to working on your research projects and 

collecting data (all but weeks 1, 2 and 6).  I will be keeping track of whether or not you 

attend, and your level of involvement and engagement with your group while you are in 

class. Each class day that is devoted to group work you can earn 0-2 points. 0 = you did 

not come to class; 1 = you came, but were not participating with your group or you 

weren’t there but were still in touch with your group and working on things; 2 = you 

attended and were an active participant. Max score is 20 (22 points possible) 

 

 

APA Formatting Mini-Exam (10%) 

There will be one small exam given during the first half of the semester that will test you 

on the fundamentals of an APA style paper and formatting. This exam will be given in 

class.  Absolutely no make-up exams! 

 

 

Original Research Project and Paper (70%) 
One of the major goals of the course is to give you hands-on research experience.  To that 

end, you will be working in groups of 3-4 people, and will be designing and conducting 

your own research project.  This project will culminate with a full APA-style appropriate 

research paper.  Even though you will be working as a part of a “team,” each person must 

write their own paper. 

 10% Project Proposal (ONE PER GROUP)  

 15% Draft of Intro 

 10% Draft of Methods 

 5% Draft of Results 

 30% Final Paper 

  
 

Final Oral Presentation (10%) 

On the last scheduled day of classes your group will be required to give a 10-15 minute 

presentation of your project to the class.  You can either use ppt, or make a poster, but 

you do need to have some sort of visual aid. Everyone in the group must contribute, and 

everyone must talk. This is a great opportunity to share your ideas and findings with the 

class.  

 

 

Grading     
A = 92-100%   A- = 90-91% 

B+ = 88-89%   B = 82-87%   B- = 80-81% 

C+ = 78-79%   C = 72-77%   C- = 70-71% 

D+ = 68-69%   D = 62-67%   D- = 60-61% 

E = 59% or below 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Additional Course Policies 

 

Special Accommodations 

Any student requiring accommodations or services due to a disability must contact 

Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in Room 181 of the Student Services Center 

(or Room 221 at the Davis Campus). SSD can also arrange to provide course materials 

(including this syllabus) in alternative formats upon request.  

You can contact SSD by phone: 801-626-6413 or email: ssd@weber.edu 

 

 

 

Emergency Closure Policy   

If for any reason the university is forced to close for an extended period of time, we will 

conduct our class via email and CANVAS. Look for announcements on Weber e-mail.  

Code Purple is a good way to be alerted to campus closures, and you are encouraged to 

sign up for it. 

 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism means presenting the ideas, opinions, or the writing of others as your own.  

Plagiarism is stealing. It is dishonest, unethical, and illegal. It is also not intelligent, 

because when you commit plagiarism, you defeat a primary purpose of your education – 

namely, to improve your own powers of thought and expression.   

Plagiarism can occur in a number of ways, some more obvious than others. If you simply 

take another person’s researched and written report and present it as your own that is a 

clear-cut case of plagiarism.  If you use the exact language of someone else without 

placing the words in quotation marks and citing the original author, you are clearly 

committing plagiarism. You are also committing plagiarism, however, if you take another 

person’s arrangement of material or pattern of thought and present it as your own, even if 

you express it in your own words.  

 

What is not Plagiarism? The above examples of plagiarism should not make you think 

you cannot use the ideas of other people.  Indeed, the communication of ideas from one 

person to another is one of the principal ways that science progresses. There are, 

however, correct and incorrect ways of using the ideas of other people. To use the ideas 

of others correctly, you must be sure to give credit to the originators.  If you take a 

quotation word for word from another source, you must use quotation marks and cite the 

author or authors of the original source.  Even if you paraphrase an idea from another 

source – rather than using the exact word for word quote – you must still give credit to 

the author or authors whose ideas you are paraphrasing.  As long as you give proper 

credit to the ideas of others, however, you can use and build upon those ideas in your 

own words and writing.  

 

Some Ways to Avoid Unintentional Plagiarism When taking notes on a published article 

you may want to discuss in your own paper, be sure to use quotation marks whenever you 

are writing information word for word.  Later, when using your notes to write your own 

paper, these quotation marks will remind you what information in your notes were direct 

quotes and need to be so indicated. Remember, however, that you must also cite the 

original when paraphrasing ideas from it. If you are unsure whether what you are doing 

might be plagiarism, please feel free to ask me.  

mailto:ssd@weber.edu


 

Class Schedule and Reading Assignments 

Week Date Topic Assignment 

1 

 

1/12 Introduction to the Course  

1/14 Review of Research Designs and Stats in 

Psychology  

 

2 

1/19 Who Wants To Not Take a Test! 

In class group quiz 

 

1/21 Computer lab – researching topics of interest  

3 

1/26 Group Discussion of interests 

Hopefully Group formation 

 

1/28 Computer lab – literature search  

4 

2/2 Literature Searches and Evaluating Research 

cont. 

 

2/4 Finalization of Project idea  

5 
2/9 Work on Project  

2/11 Work on Project  

6 
2/16 Discussion of APA formatting  

2/18 APA formatting Exam in Class Mini Exam 

7 

2/23 Work on Project Proposal/  

2/25 IRBs / Pilot experiment Project Proposal Due at 

the beginning of CLASS 

8 

3/1 IRBs Submit IRB 

3/3 Work on Methods 

Figure out times to run subjects, create sign-up 

sheets 

 

9 Spring Break 

10 
3/15 Data Collection Draft of Intro Due 

3/17 Data Collection  

11 
3/22 Data Collection Draft of Methods Due 

3/24 Data Collection  

12 
3/29 Data Collection  

3/31 Data Collection  

13 
4/5 Organizing Data  

4/7 Analysis and Graphing of Data  

14 
4/12 Analysis &Graphing of Data/ Discussions  Draft of Results Due 

4/14 Work on Discussions  

15 
4/19 Work on Final Presentation  

4/21 Final Presentations  

16 
 Finals Week Final Paper Due 



 


