
Psychology 1010 Online 

Introduction to Psychology 

Fall Semester 2018 
Instructor:  Dr. Joseph Horvat 

Email:  jhorvat@weber.edu 

Student Expectations:  I expect all students to do quite well in this class as far as final grades are 

concerned.  You will be given very specific study questions which will aid you to identify the  important 

information to study for each exam. 

Student Responsibility:  It is the responsibility of each student to read and understand this syllabus, to know all 

information on the Chat, to study/research questions that I will ask you in the PAGES section to the right, to 

read and understand the book, to read and abide by all announcement, and to take exams on time. 

Times Listed:  All times listed are Utah times.  If you are out of state or out of the country please make note of 

this. 

Class Meeting:  We will meet only ONCE during the semester.  We will meet using the "Chat" feature found on 

the left in the menu area.  This one time Chat will take place on Monday, August 27 at 6:00 PM Utah Time. 

During that Chat we will cover the policies of this class. 

Class Foundation: This class is designed to be self-directed and self-paced.  What that means is that students 

will be responsible for reading the material on their own and then determining the answers to questions 

related to each of our four (4) exams.  You could, theoretically, finish the entire class by taking all four exam the 

very first day of class!  You are, however,  given about 100 days to finish the class. 

Student should be studying a minimum of 10-12 hours each week for each exam. 

Contact:  I am available via email.  Feel free to contact me with questions you might have.  Prior to contacting 

me with questions, please make certain you check with your syllabus for your answer.  Answers usually can be 

found in the syllabus.  If you ask a question regarding a question which can be found in the syllabus, you will 

not receive a returned email.  

Please understand that it might take me several days to respond to your email.  I am not ignoring you but I am 

super busy and it takes time to answer my emails. 

I will NOT help you answer your exam questions.  That is why this class is considered to be self-directed.  You 

have everything you need (your book) to answer each question.  So, please do not email me requesting 

answers to questions. 

Semester: Fall, 2018 

 

TEXT: Discovering Psychology:  The Science of Mind, 3rd. Edition by Cacioppo and Freber published by Cengage.  

 

 

mailto:jhorvat@weber.edu


 ****************************************************************** 

Semester Schedule 

August 27   Course Introduction--REQUIRED--READ AND LEARN THE ENTIRE SYLLABUS plus How To Study for 

Exams as well as Testing Centers You Cans Use.  You, the student, are responsible for all of this 

information.  We will then have a Chat on this material at 6:00 PM UTAH TIME  (all times listed are Utah 

times).  To attend this Chat please click on the "Chat" menu on the left. 

August 27 through September 24 (28 days). Take Exam #1 at one of the Testing Centers listed below.  You MUST 

begin this exam no later than 3:30 PM UTAH TIME on Monday September 24. This exam will cover Chapters 1, 

2, 3 and 4. 

August 27 though October 15  (49 days from August 27 and 21 days from the end of Exam #1).  Take Exam #2 at 

one of the Testing Centers listed below.  You MUST begin this exam no later than 3:30 PM UTAH TIME on 

October 15.  This exam will cover Chapters 5, 6. 7 and 8. 

August 27 though November 5  (70 days days from August 27 and 21 days from the end of Exam #2).  Take Exam 

#3 at one of the Testing Centers listed below.  You MUST begin this exam no later than 3:30 PM UTAH TIME on 

November 5.  This exam will cover Chapters 9, 10, 11 and 12 

August 27 though December 3  (92 days days from August 27 and 21 days from the end of Exam #3).  Take Exam 

#4 at one of the Testing Centers listed below.  You MUST begin this exam no later than 3:30 PM UTAH TIME on 

December 3.  This exam will cover Chapters 12, 14, 15 and 16. 

I will post eared final grades on or about December 4. 

 ***************************************************************************         

CHAPTERS:  Please read the chapters prior to trying to answer your questions.  This will help you in finding the 

answers to the questions I ask you much easier and much quicker. 

QUESTIONS FOR EACH EXAM:  I will ask you approximately 66 questions pertaining to each exam.  That will 

mean I will be asking you about 17 to 21 questions per chapter. 

You will be able to find MOST of the questions for each exam on the "Pages" option on the menu on the left of 

this page.  When the "Pages" downloads, click on "View All Pages" and that will direct you to the questions for 

each individual exam.   The majority of questions (90%-95%) on your exams will come  directly from the 

questions you are asked regarding the different chapters.  Questions will begin to be posted on August 27, 2018 

following the Chat.  Not all questions on the Pages option will be on the exam.  There will also be questions 

taken from you book which are not on the Pages option.  This is to make certain that you read the entire book 

and to insure you do not just cherry pick the questions you study.  Obviously, all questions will come from the 

book since that is the only resource in the class. 

Some of these questions will be very easy to answer.  Some with take much more thought and time to 

answer.  You will have the questions and you will have your book.  With that information you will be able to 

discern the answers to all questions I ask you on your exams and, thus, you will be able to discern exam 

answers.  Remember, there will be some questions asked on the exams which are not asked in the "Pages" 

icon. 

As stated, I will NOT help students answer these questions.  You have your book for that.  I am asking you to 

learn on your own as you will often be required to do "in real life." 

EXTRA CREDIT:  There will be NO EXTRA CREDIT available in this course. 



EXAMS:   There will be a total of four multiple choice exams during the semester.  Exams will be approximately 

65 questions in length.  All exams are to be taken in any of the Testing Centers listed below or through Proctors 

(if you live more than 50 miles from a Testing Center).  

You MUST begin an exam no later than 7:00 PM on the last day the exam is given.  At 7:01 PM on the last exam 

day, the university computers will automatically shut down the exam and you will be prevented from taking 

the exam.  If you are late for an exam you will earn a ZERO for that exam. 

Plan to take your exams with plenty of days and time left in the event something unexpectedly arises in your 

life and you cannot take the exam as you had planned. By doing this, should something come up, you will have 

other days and times available to you to take the exam.  If you plan on taking your exam later, but within the 

proscribed day and time offered, and you miss the exam, it is your fault for not planning appropriately. That 

will, in turn, earn you a ZERO on that exam.. 

Please let me reiterate this policy.  NO LATE EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE. This is 

because you have a minimum of 21 days between exam dates to take an exam and because you can drop one 

exam.  I repeat--21 days and drop one exam!  Plan your test taking dates carefully.  Since you have so many 

days to take an exam, and because you can drop one exam, you will NOT be able to take an exam late for any 

reason at all.  

NO MAKE UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE for the same reason as listed above.   

Make certain you take your exams during the proscribed dates and times. 

This is ABSOLUTELY a NO TOLERANCE POLICY.  Because you are able to have so many days to take an exam, I 

am FIRM in NOT allowing other chances to retake a missed or late exam for any reason whatsoever.  Again, 

plan your test taking accordingly. 

Some reasons why a student might miss an exam would be by forgetting to take an exam and being late to a 

testing center.  Other reasons including a death, birth, conflicting exam in another class, forgotten IDs, 

illness/sickness, surgery, job concerns, legal concerns, personal concerns, vacations/trips, transportation 

problems, job changes and relationship changes.  These are just a few examples.  There are hundreds of other 

examples.  It is important to once again state that because you are given so many days to take an exam (at least 

21 days) and because you can drop one exam I will NOT accept any excuse to extend an exam date or time. 

Exams are scored automatically by Canvas.  Your grade in this course is totally objectively determined. 

I am unable to post final grades until the December 4, 2018 at the earliest. 

PROCTORS:  If you live 50 or more miles away from one of the Testing Centers you will have to find a proctor 

for your exams.  The student is responsible for finding their proctor by clicking on this 

link: http://departments.weber.edu/CE/distancelearning/testing.aspx (Links to an external site.)Links to an 

external site..  Your Professor has nothing at all to do with the process of the proctoring program at all.  The 

proctor program is directed by a completely different department on campus. 

Your professor has NOTHING at all to do with the proctoring process.  That process is handled directly by the 

URL given above.  If you have questions regarding the proctor process please contact the Proctor office directly. 

Students requiring a proctor MUST find a proctor within the first week of class.  Students not finding a proctor 

during the first week will be dropped from the class roll and could lose all tuition monies. 

LATE EXAMS:     Remember, NO LATE OR MAKE UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE.  

POST EXAM REVIEW:  Once all students finish an exam, individual students are able to review an exam for one 

week only.  To review their exam, students must sign on to a computer in one of the testing centers. 

http://departments.weber.edu/CE/distancelearning/testing.aspx
http://departments.weber.edu/CE/distancelearning/testing.aspx


GRADES:     Your grade in this course will be determined by your performance on the three highest exam scores. 

The exams are worth 33% each toward your final grade. Exam grades are based upon the person scoring the 

highest on each of the exams. 

This grading scale is ABSOLUTE and is COMPLETELY COMPUTER  DETERMINED.  Thus, the grading scale 

is TOTALLY OBJECTIVELY DETERMINED.  There is NO WAY that subjective bias can enter into the grading 

process.  I will NOT change or modify any grade determined by the computer.  The computer determines all 

grades from your exam scores. 

If you end the course with an earned 89.99% average you will earn a B+ in the class.  Your grade will NOT be 

increased.  If you earned a 76.99% for the class, your earned grade will be C.  You will receive the grade you 

EARN in the class. 

A = 100.00% to 94.00% 

A-=  93.99% to 90.00% 

B+ =  89.99% to 87.00% 

B  =  86.99% to 84.00% 

B-  = 83.99% to 80.00% 

C+ = 79.99% to 77.00% 

C  =  76.99% to 74.00% 

C-  = 73.99% to 70.00% 

D+ = 69.99% to 67.00% 

D  =  66.99% to 64.00% 

D-  = 63.99% to 60.00% 

F = Below 60.00% 

   

You can drop one exam score for any reason at all. You can drop one exam score by not taking an exam, by 

forgetting to take an exam, or by earning a low score on an exam. Not taking an exam because of a death, birth, 

conflicting exam in another class, forgotten IDs, forgetting to take an exam, sickness/illness, surgery, job 

concerns, legal concerns, personal concerns, vacations/trips, transportation problems, job changes and 

relationship changes are just a few additional examples why you might decide not to take an exam.    

Because this policy is so generous, I will NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE, allow a student to reschedule a 

missed exam.     

LIKEWISE, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE WILL YOU BE ABLE TO RETAKE A MISSED SECOND EXAM.   

Understand these are NO TOLERANCE POLICIES. These policies are ABSOLUTE 

 EMAILS:  As stated, emails will be answered as soon as possible.  Understand that if your email is not returned 

immediately the professor is busy.  Your email will be answered at the first available opportunity. 

CHEATING:     Cheating is ABSOLUTELY UNACCEPTABLE!  Students who cheat in this course will be dealt with as 

harshly as possible.  This will, at a minimum, mean that you will receive and “F” in the course.  The proper 

administrators will also be notified and they will follow-up on any additional sanctions against that student. 



SSD: Students with special needs should refer their special needs to the disability office on campus.  The 

disability office will help you with any of your particular needs.  Please feel free to talk to the Professor about 

any special needs you may have.  I will be happy to help where I able but I cannot override the disability office 

on their decisions. 

CORE VALUES STATEMENT: This course might, at times, deal with material that may conflict with your core 

beliefs. In my judgment, this material is relevant to this class and has a reasonable relationship to my 

pedagogical goals. If you do not feel that you can continue in this course, please drop the course within the 

proscribed time period.  (See WSU Policy and Procedures Manual for further details).  Remember, I am not 

trying to make you believe in, or agree with, what psychology teaches.  I am only interested that you learn 

what psychology teaches.  

TESTING CENTERS YOU CAN USE:  Each testing center has its own hours and days of operation.  Students are 

responsible for finding the days and times of operation of the testing center they are planning to use.  Call the 

testing center directly for exact days and times of operation.  Some testing centers close earlier than others and 

some do not test on specific days.  Also, the hours of operation of an individual testing center might change 

from one day to another. 

Marriott Testing Center 

Davis 

Morgan 

Natural Science Building 

Student Services Building 

Union Building 

WSU West 

Library 

Remote Proctors (for those living 50 miles from WSU campus). 

HOW TO STUDY FOR EXAMS:  Different professors do their online classes quite differently.  I structure mine to 

be more of an independent study type of course—students have specific dates for exams and students have 

specific chapters to read. 

Good ideas for studying for the exams that have proved successful for many students over the years include: 

 As you read each chapter take very detailed notes. 

 Reread the chapters at least two additional times taking extra detailed notes as you go. 

 Study those chapter notes after reading each chapter a minimum of three times.. 

 As you read, reread and study your notes to your chapters anticipate questions a professor might ask 

on an exam. 

 Student should be studying a minimum of 10-12 hours each week. 

 After the all students in the class have finished taking an exam, students will have one week to review 

the exam.  You can review your test by going into a testing center or having your proctor sign in.  By 

reviewing an old exam you will be able to note what types of questions you missed.  Were they factual 

questions or were they applied questions?  Were they related to vocabulary words or were they related 

to Rehearse It?  Were they in the Chapter Review or in the Critical Thinking sections of your 



chapter?  Or, were they just taken from the text with no other reference?  By doing this you can begin 

to identify where you need to focus for future exams. 

 I hope these suggestions will help you do well on your exams. 

A student might ask the following question:  "There are policies of the class I do not agree with.  What can I do 

about that?" 

My answer is:  "You can drop the class and sign up with a different instructor.  There are over 50 students in 

this class and I cannot satisfy each and every need/want of each and every student.  You know all of my policies 

prior to the first day of class.  If you believe any of the policies to be unfair you are able to drop the class the 

very first day.  By remaining in the class you agree to the policies as I have set them." 

Have Fun and Good Luck!! 


