Dr. Richard E. Kendell

In recognition of his extraordinary leadership, integrity, and his lifelong service to education in
the State of Utah the Richards Institute honor him with our Community Leadership Award.
Throughout a distinguished 35-year career, Dr. Kendell has demonstrated vision, compassion,
and an unwavering commitment to advancing learning at every level. His leadership roles have
included Superintendent of the Davis School District, Utah Associate Superintendent of Public
Instruction, Deputy to Governor Michael O. Leavitt for Public and Higher Education and
Economic Development, Commissioner of the Utah System of Higher Education, and Interim
President of Southern Utah University.

Dr. Kendell began his career as a high school English teacher and later served as Associate Dean
in the University of Utah’s College of Education. His influence shaped major initiatives such as
Utah’s early-college high schools through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the USTAR
legislation, and the Regents Scholarship. His many honors include the Lewis W. Shurtleff Award,
a Doctorate of Humanities from Weber State University, the Richard E. Kendell endowed chair
in education and public policy. Having an endowed chair at Southern Utah University named in
his honor along with and the Richard E. Kendell Building—reflect his lasting impact and legacy
of excellence in education.



