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Starting a good SEF Project:
Picking Your Topic
Researching your Project
Resources Available

Dr. John Sohl
Department of Physics
Weber State University

45 minutes, conducting journal Research

This notes version of the presentation given in the Ritchey SEF workshop is provided
to fill in some of the back story of the presentation and to assist in remembering the
important points. It is also a way of passing along the links, which should be live in
the notes section of this document.
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Advisors or Mentors

More on mentors later today.
Fact: There are people who know more than
you do.

Ask for suggestions on project topics.

Ask them for suggestions on where to look for
more information.
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Start Your Notebook Now

* Itis a notebook! Put all your notes in it.
 Start each page with a date and brief title of
what you are doing:
Oct. 12, 2019. Looking for papers on
0ozone measurements.

* Judges do look at your notebook. It should be
professional and readable, but “alive” with
scratch-outs and side notes.

* Notes, ideas, sketches, data, code ideas, etc.
all go in the notebook.

The notebook gives a judge a real sense of how much effort has gone into the
project. I've seen fancy projects that looked great but only had three pages with
anything reasonable in the notebook. It made me suspect, at best, of the entire
project.

There is a good handout in your folder (and thumb drive) on notebooks, including
how to use an electronic notebook. The difficulty with an electronic notebook is how
to show it off to your judges, especially if you are not standing near your project with
your electronic device.

Ritchey Science & Engineering Fair 2021
Workshop - How To Begin - Research - Resources









