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How To Find an Advisor

Dr. John Sohl
Department of Physics
Weber State University

The notes are provided to add depth to this presentation and pass along the links.
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* Parents — the fruit often falls close to the tree

* Teachers — they didn’t pick their career randomly

* Local Universities/Industry/Labs — Check
information on their websites

* Distant Expert—who may be able to provide
some assistance remotely by email. (Many
science fair students find advisors by contacting
authors of the science journal papers they read.)

* Recommendations from Others—discuss your
project ideas with a variety of people

The worst thing you can do is send a sloppy email to someone. You are representing
your school and community. Spelling, grammar, and content all count, especially
when communicating with advisors at universities and business professionals.

Some of our most successful science fair students have found scientific journal
articles describing experiments/engineering projects that are very close to their own
ideas. They contacted the first author to see if they would answer questions and give
suggestions. If that did not work they then contacted the second author, etc. until
they finally found and advisor who would help them. Occasionally this method has
led to scientists in distant labs (Jet Propulsion Lab in California) or other countries. In
several cases the science fair student was eventually invited to visit the distant lab—
even in another country—as an intern.
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“Sure, come to my office...”

* First impressions are key!

Before your first meeting:

— Read about basic information and news related to
their field.

Always be on Time!
— Arrive a little early so you can orient yourself.
Be professional!

— Speak clearly and look at them

— Write well
— Address them by title: Dr., Ms., Mr.

These suggestions may sound stiff and formal, however, they are good guidelines for
you to practice as you move towards the professional world. Think of it as training to
eventually finding the job of your dreams.
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