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When Kareem Abdul-Jabbar left the basketball court in 1989, no player had ever scored more 
points, won more MVP titles, or played more seasons with the NBA. ESPN named him the greatest 
center of all time in 2007, the greatest player in college basketball history in 2008, and the second-
best player in NBA history (behind Michael Jordan) in 2016. In addition to making history on the 
basketball court, Abdul-Jabbar has found success as an actor, basketball coach, political activist, 
education advocate, and best-selling author. 

His first book, his autobiography Giant Steps, was written in 1983 with co-author Peter 
Knobler. The book’s title is a nod to jazz great John Coltrane, in reference to his signature album, 
Giant Steps. Since then Abdul-Jabbar has gone on to publish 15 books and become a New York 
Times best-selling author. His non-fiction books include biography, social commentary, and history 
promoting African-American cultural achievements.

Abdul-Jabbar made the following remarks during the 2021 Ogden School Foundation’s Fall 
Author Event, where he was the featured speaker of the evening. After his remarks, he engaged in a 
conversation with KUTV 2 News sports anchor David James.  

Good evening, everyone. I’m glad I was 
invited to be here tonight to speak to you 
on behalf of the Ogden School Foundation. 
Whenever I’m asked to speak about my life, I 
remember one of my favorite scenes in West 
Side Story. Doc, the owner of a small soda 
shop where the Jets street gang hangs out, 
offers the boys some unsolicited advice. He 
makes the classic mistake of saying what 
most “oldsters” like me say to young people, 
“when I was your age,” to which one of the 
Jets sneers, “you was never my age.” He’s 
right, of course. Every generation grows up in 
unique circumstances with different pres-
sures, different experiences, and different 
expectations. What I went through when I was 
a teenager is not directly comparable with 
what today’s teenagers are going through. 
They have lived through a worldwide pan-
demic; climate change is an imminent threat; 
and insurrectionists invaded the Capitol 
Building in an attempt to overturn a national 
election. Other generations haven’t experi-
enced anything like that. Even though those 
events are unique to this generation, there 
are certain core values that we share across 
all generations. These values have been 
codified in the U.S. Constitution, and it’s 
up to every new generation to defend those 

values against attack. Unfortunately, the 
most dangerous attacks come from within our 
country, from those who are misinformed or 
just hostile to the ideals of democracy. The 
most important ideal this country stands for is 
that every person, regardless of race, gender, 
ethnic origin, religion, or gender identity, 
deserves an equal opportunity to thrive.

We may disagree about how to make this 
a reality for everyone, but we can’t disagree 
that this is an existential goal of our country. 
Some people are content in agreeing that 
this is our goal, but they are unwilling to do 
anything to help make this a reality. Others 
will avoid responsibility by claiming we’ve 
already achieved this goal. It’s like hear-
ing a knocking in your engine when you’re 
driving and choosing to ignore it. You hope 
that the knocking will go away, but you 
don’t know if it will, right? Well, that knock-
ing you’re hearing is the voice of all people 
who share the core value that everyone 
should have the same opportunities in life. 
Unfortunately, many aren’t getting those 
opportunities due to flaws in our systems. 

Last year, those voices were heard loud 
and clear during what the New York Times 
estimated was the largest protest move-
ment in the history of the United States. 
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Between 15 and 26 million people took to 
the streets to support Black Lives Matter. 
As a result, policing policies were changed, 
personnel changes were made, budgets 
were reallocated, offensive statues were 
removed, and the country as a whole was 
much better informed about the life and 
death challenges facing people of color.

Unfortunately, the country still faces its 
share of wannabe Thanoses who would like 
to snap their fingers and make part of our 
population disappear—particularly those who 
look different, worship differently, and love 
differently. The way they are accomplishing 
this terrible feat of inhumanity is not through 
Infinity Stones, but through legislation. At 
least 19 states have enacted 33 laws to make 
voting harder, especially for the poor and 
people of color. Redistricting in Texas and 
other states has deliberately disenfranchised 
many Black voters. This relentless cam-
paign to disempower and silence isn’t just 
racially motivated. According to the Human 
Rights Campaign, 2021 has been the worst 
year in recent history for the LGBTQ com-
munity. An unprecedented number of states 
have enacted record-shattering anti-LGBTQ 
legislation. Schoolchildren are having their 
curriculum rewritten to make sure they are 
less informed. Women are facing the harsh-
est anti-choice legislation in 60 years as 
“finger-snappers” attempt to return women 
to a traditional “father knows best” time from 
the era of a woman “knowing her place.” 

“When I was your age. . . .” That’s right, 
I’m using those famous words. The differ-
ence is, I’m not advising you to be like me. 
I’m talking about how I, too, had to grapple 
with the major challenges of becoming a 
meaningful member of society. When I was 
20 years old and attending UCLA, I was 
invited by Jim Brown, a well-known activ-
ist, Hollywood actor, and NFL athlete, to join 
a group of Black athletes in what became 
known as the Cleveland Summit. We were 
tasked with deciding on whether to support 
or condemn boxing heavyweight champion 

Muhammad Ali in his decision to not partici-
pate in the draft as a conscientious objector. 
I was the youngest member of the group. 
Some had been in the military and did not 
look sympathetically at draft dodgers. I felt 
overwhelmed by the responsibility. Who 
was I, a kid just out of my teenage years, to 
decide the fate of anything, let alone the 
fate of one of the most famous Black men in 
the world? Wasn’t that best left up to older, 
wiser people? But, there I was along with 
older, wiser people listening to Ali talk about 
his faith, his unwillingness to kill, and his 
willingness to give up his title, lose millions 
of dollars, and face years of imprisonment. 
Even when the government guaranteed he 
wouldn’t have to go to Vietnam, that he would 
only do exhibition boxing, he refused. He 
wouldn’t allow himself to be used as a poster 
boy to recruit others to do what he wouldn’t 
do. By the time we were done grilling Ali, we 
all agreed that he was not just sincere, but 
uncommonly courageous. It was then that I 
knew that being an American didn’t mean that 
I got to grab all the benefits of the country 
while watching others get nothing. It meant 
taking an active role in guiding it and helping 
steer it in the direction that the founders, 
even with their faults, intended us to go. 

It has been said that eternal vigilance is 
the price of democracy. If a garden is not con-
stantly tended to, it will become overgrown 
with weeds that choke off the vegetables. 
Without our active vigilance, our country’s 
ideals of a paradise of equality will devolve 
into nothing more than a tax haven for the 
rich and powerful. We will become the kind 
of country that we fought in a revolution to 
change. This is not a rallying call to take to 
the streets with banners and slogans. It is 
a rallying call to encourage you to become 
the best person you can be. That includes 
following your dreams of having a rewarding 
career, a loving family, close friends, outdoor 
barbecues, Jazz season tickets (laughter), 
and whatever else you desire. But it also 
means actively defending the values that 
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made your success possible, so that everyone 
has the same opportunity to be successful.

Someday, when you turn to your children 
and say, “when I was your age,” and you 
know you will, they’ll still roll their eyes, 
but they’ll be rolling them in a world that 
is better than the one you inherited. When 
those eyes stop rolling, they’ll be looking 
at you with pride and admiration, because 
you helped make their world a better, fairer, 
more equal place than it has been before. 

When Janis Vause called and invited me 
here tonight, Kareem, I couldn’t say “yes” 
quickly enough. I grew up in San Diego, and 
UCLA turned me into a huge college basket-
ball fan. I wasn’t quite old enough to remem-
ber you playing, but John Wooden’s name 
was magic. He came on Talkin’ Sports a 
couple times in the late ‘90s, when he was in 
Utah. There are so many topics that I know 
people want to hear from you about, but the 
one that brings us here tonight is, when did 
you start loving to read? How can you help 
to get someone interested in reading? Why 
were you interested?

I think it had to do with the fact that my dad 
had to babysit me a lot, and I asked too 
many questions. A lot of you have kids like 
that, right? They ask too many questions. 
So, he would always hand me a book and 
say, “look it up.” And it just became part 
and parcel of what I did, because he wasn’t 
going to give me a whole lot of answers. 

Who were some of the authors you really 
enjoyed and who impacted you?

Well, I really enjoyed mystery writers and 
stories about the Cold War. Authors like 
John Le Carré, Martin Cruz Smith, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, Dashiell Hammett, and Ray-
mond Chandler were a few I enjoyed. I went 

on a lot of road trips with the NBA, so I read 
a lot of stuff related to crime fiction and fic-
tion about the Cold War during that time.

John Wooden could have been a teacher. He 
was a teacher on the basketball court. In 
Coach Wooden and Me, you talk about 
John’s experiences while bonding with stu-
dents and players, and how it led him toward 
basketball. How did he impact your interest 
in reading and writing?

Well, John Wooden was an English teacher. 
He really saw himself as an English teacher. 
He wanted all of us to get our degrees and to 
learn how to be good citizens, good parents, 
and good husbands. That was really what 
his primary focus was. He used basketball 
as a means to get to us with those things.

So, you began writing yourself. At what 
point did you consider yourself a “writer”? 
Maybe you have to be published to be an 
“author,” but when did you consider your-
self a “writer”?

I considered myself a writer after I wrote my 
first history book, Black Profiles in Courage. 
The book had nothing to do with basketball 
and everything to do with what I wanted 
to say to Black Americans, kids especially. 
The book told them that this is their country 
and they belong here. They should find out 
what this country is all about and learn the 
things they need to learn to participate in it.

So, you’ve experimented a little bit with 
journalism. You’ve had a lot of experience 
listening to questions after games from 
people like me. As a youth, you dipped your 
toe in those waters as well. What did you 
learn about journalism? What appealed to 
you?

Well, I was between my junior and senior 
year in high school, and I had the opportu-
nity to interview Dr. Martin Luther King. I 
was involved in a poverty program in Harlem 

CONVERSATION
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that was trying to teach kids how to make 
Harlem a better place. There were a number 
of different workshops on topics like journal-
ism, music, dancing, and social work—all 
the things that people need to know to help 
the people in their community. I asked Dr. 
King his opinion on the program, and I got 
an answer. To get that close to someone who 
means that much to our country was amaz-
ing. It’s something I will always be proud of.

Did you know at the time how important 
that moment was? Or were you just living 
your life, and 20 years later you looked back 
and realized you were right in the middle of 
history?

I knew what was going on as far as the 
importance of Dr. King and his message were 
concerned, because that was a very important 
thing in Harlem. There were always people 
arguing back and forth. Some people were 
militant and some were more conciliatory. It 
was hard to figure it all out. You had people 
like Malcolm X, who had a more militant vi-
sion of how Black Americans could achieve 
their freedom. Malcolm’s message was the 
same as Dr. King’s, you know. They just talked 
about different methods.

You spoke earlier about the Cleveland Sum-
mit. You were in a room with Bill Russell, 
Wilt Chamberlain, and Jim Brown, about 
to tell Muhammad Ali what you thought. 
Where do you find your voice for a moment 
like that? 

Well, Wilt wasn’t there. Wilt was a Knicks fan 
(laughter). I was just as proud as I could be. 
They wanted somebody young there who 
would represent the youth of America, the 
Black youth, and they picked me. I had known 
Bill Russell since I was 14 years old. I met 
Bill when I was in high school. I met a lot of 
the NBA players when I was in high school. 

How much did interacting with those guys 
at a young age shape your life and the kinds 
of things you tell us tonight?

Well, it was interesting for me to see how 
the guys managed their careers and the 
money they made. I got the chance to know 
Wilt a little bit—he lived an incredible 
lifestyle. He helped me see what I wanted 
to do with my life and how I wanted to live.

What did you take from your relationship 
with Muhammad Ali? You got to interact 
with him a few times. 

Muhammad Ali was just a fun guy. He 
really wanted to see racism end against 
Black Americans, that’s why he joined the 
Black Muslims. He wanted to be part of an 
organization that was going to be ready to 
deal with the struggle. He evolved through-
out his life, he never gave it up. I have a 
lot of respect for him for that reason.

I was between my junior and senior 
year in high school, and I had the 
opportunity to interview Dr. Martin 
Luther King. I was involved in a 
poverty program in Harlem that was 
trying to teach kids how to make 
Harlem a better place. There were 
a number of different workshops 
on topics like journalism, music, 
dancing, and social work—all the 
things that people need to know to 
help the people in their community. 
I asked Dr. King his opinion on 
the program, and I got an answer. 
To get that close to someone who 
means that much to our country 
was amazing. It’s something I will 
always be proud of.
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Money is always involved in politics. Corpo-
rations are always worried about their public 
image. I knew a little bit about Muhammad 
Ali, but while reading about the Cleveland 
Summit in your book, I was stunned by 
the conflicts of interest in that room. There 
were people who had a financial interest in 
promoting Muhammad Ali who were in the 
room. So, looking back on the event, it might 
seem like a simple decision, we’re all going to 
back Muhammad Ali.

Yeah, there were. Jim Brown had invested 
in the company that backed Muhammad Ali 
and promoted his fights. So, if Muhammad 
Ali didn’t fight, Jim Brown was going to lose 
money. It was complicated. But the guys 
made their decision, and Muhammad Ali 
made his decision as to what he was going 
to do, and what he was going to represent.

I saw the movie The Pentagon Papers a 
couple of years ago. Did you ever talk to 
Muhammad Ali after information was leaked 
that what the U.S. government was saying 
publicly was different than what they were 
writing privately? We eventually found 
out what the government thought of the 
war all along. But he bet everything—his 
reputation, his salary, every dollar he earned, 
facing prison, to ultimately be proven right. 
Did you ever talk to him about that?

No, I never talked with him about that. The 
thing of it was, he understood that he was 
right from the very beginning. He was not 
going to be taken advantage of, he had 
seen too much of that. So, he encouraged 
Black Americans to understand what was 
going on and to do a better job of confront-
ing all of the difficulties that we faced.

You’ve written both fiction and non-fiction. 
Do you prefer non-fiction because it helps 
you escape the real world and real world 
problems? Or do you prefer fiction because 
it’s a chance to explore real world problems, 

but in a fictional setting by removing specific 
names, places, and times?

As a historian, I like writing all the facts 
down. That’s what people judge you on. You 
can make up all the stories you want to and 
people either like it or they don’t, they find it 
realistic or they don’t. But when you’re writing 
about facts, it’s a lot easier. You just have 
to have your facts straight and know how to 
spell.

What are the topics that you feel you’ve 
explored thoroughly? What topic would you 
like to explore a little more? 

I would love to explore how things have 
evolved in our country in regard to our 
disparity of wealth. Native Americans were 
chased off of productive lands and Black 
Americans were imprisoned, enslaved. It’s 
been very hard for people of color to make it 
into the middle class. And that bothers me.

I think it bothers a lot of people here. I think 
it’s one reason to get involved with educa-
tion foundations. When you invest in educa-
tion, you give people a chance to change their 
circumstances. Ogden School District just 
did a survey on the number of students who 
utilize the free and reduced lunch program. 
About 70% of Ogden School District kids 
live below the poverty line. What do you see 
as some of the corrosive effects of poverty 
that drag people down day after day?

I think the most corrosive effect that poverty 
has is that it removes hope from people. They 
don’t think that they can make it. They don’t 
think that their kids have what it takes, or 
have opportunities. Just having Wi-Fi access 
gives you an advantage. 

You have a foundation, the Skyhook Founda-
tion, and you’ve gotten involved in STEM 
issues. A lot of school districts and a lot 
of foundations are going to move toward 
STEM in the future. What about it caught 
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your attention? Why have you decided to 
invest your time and your name in this?

Well, STEM stands for Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Math. Those are the 
subjects that will lead to great jobs in the 21st 
century. The kids might not understand the 
periodic table right now, but they do know 
that if they pay attention in chemistry class 
or in physics they can get a great job and 
take care of themselves. America offers that 
to whoever wants to qualify themselves.

What are you doing while partnering with 
the school districts in L.A.?

We send fourth- and fifth- grade kids from 
various schools to our camp and they do 
STEM experiments out in nature. They observe 
the night sky; they do water-quality experi-
ments and air-quality experiments. They look 
for trails and the possibility of mining on 
different landscapes. They learn about what 
it all takes to thrive in the modern world and 
about where the jobs are. And I’m very happy 
about the effect that we’ve had. We’d like 
to follow some of our students to the point 
where they become engineers, scientists, or 
technicians, and bring them back to show 
other kids that they started out at our camp.

In your recent book Black Cop’s Kid 
(2021), you write about an incident you ex-
perienced when you were a young man. You 
were caught in a riot as you were coming 
off of a subway. There was a demonstration 
going on when you heard shots, and you ran 
because you knew you were a big target. You 
know what it’s like to be policed as an Afri-
can American man. But at the same time, 
you know what it’s like to have a close, per-
sonal relationship with a police officer. Your 
dad was a cop. So, given your background, 
what do you think of the current state of law 
enforcement?

Well, we have to find a way to get to the point 
where the law serves all of us in the same 

way (applause). The only way that we can do 
that is to be sure that we have the means to 
get rid of bad police officers, because they 
are the ones who create the problem. So 
many incidents happen because of a taillight 
out, a sticker on a window, or windows were 
tinted, and people get killed. That shouldn’t 
happen. So, we have to figure out a way to 
train our police officers to use patience and 
wisdom, in addition to the need to fight crime. 

There have been a lot of social justice issues 
within the NBA recently. I don’t know what 
kind of relationship you have with some of 
the current players, but are there any you 
know who are doing work at the grassroots?  
Many here tonight are invested in youth 
and in students by donating their time and 
resources. Are there any players who you 
think are really on to something?

We send fourth- and fifth- grade 
kids from various schools to 
our camp and they do STEM 
experiments out in nature. They 
observe the night sky; they do water-
quality experiments and air-quality 
experiments. They look for trails and 
the possibility of mining on different 
landscapes. They learn about what 
it all takes to thrive in the modern 
world and about where the jobs 
are. And I’m very happy about the 
effect that we’ve had. We’d like to 
follow some of our students to the 
point where they become engineers, 
scientists, or technicians, and bring 
them back to show other kids that 
they started out at our camp.
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Well, in conjunction with the NBA, I’m in-
volved in giving away some money each year 
to the NBA players who I think are the most 
involved in social justice, who are trying to 
do their best to help their communities. The 
winner gets $100,000. Four other players get 
$25,000. We want the guys to think about 
what they can do in the communities that they 
serve. 

I know many here think you need to take a 
look at Damian Lillard. He went to Weber 
State University, just a couple miles down 
the road. He had classes, he was a good 
player, and he had pro dreams. But he also 
invested a lot of time in the kids at the Boys 
and Girls Club, because he had been at a 
Boys and Girls Club and people invested 
time in him. There are a lot of people in this 
room who would pat him on the back.

Somebody on Damian’s team won the prize, 
Carmelo Anthony. He has done a whole lot 
too, that’s the difficult thing. There were a 
couple of teams with a number of guys who 
were very involved. 

Another player who people in this room have 
a lot of love for is Big Mark Eaton. He’s a 
former UCLA player and he played for the 
Utah Jazz. He stayed in the community long 
after he played and was involved in so many 
charitable efforts. He had a great career as 
a public speaker and was really a good guy. 
What are some of your memories of Mark? 

Mark was one of those guys that all of you 
would admire if you knew what it took for 
him to make it into the NBA. When he went to 
UCLA, he tried out for basketball, but really 
hadn’t had a lot of experience. They let him 
play on a team, and students would come 
just to heckle him. They’d say that he was 
awkward and clumsy and shouldn’t be on the 
court. But Mark put the work in through two 
or three summers, and at the end of that time 
he was a formidable person on a defensive 
end of the court. He made a difference for the 

Jazz, and I was really proud of him. Go Bruins! 
I was happy that he found a community here, 
where people appreciated someone who had 
his type of character and determination.

In addition to being an author, you’ve been 
in the movies. You’ve been in Airplane; 
you’ve got major comedic chops. But you 
also like to tell stories that people don’t 
know much about. You did a movie about a 
basketball team in New York during the ‘20s 
and ‘30s, the Harlem Rens. Some might have 
known them as the New York Rens. Can you 
talk about their story? 

I think the only place you can see it is on 
YouTube. I wanted to let people know how 
much basketball has evolved. A lot of you 
have bought Chuck Taylor All-Star shoes. 
Most people don’t know who Chuck Taylor 
was. He was a basketball star during the ‘30s. 
Some promoters in Chicago decided that they 
would try to find out what the best basketball 
team was. They invited the Globetrotters and 
the Rens. All of the all-white teams would 
compete against them. The Rens beat the 
Globetrotters in the semifinals and then beat 
the Oshkosh All Stars in the finals. They were 
the first professional champions of basketball 
in America, and nobody knows about them. 

One of the guys that played for the Glo-
betrotters was named “Sweetwater” Clifton. 
He got the opportunity to play in the NBA; he 
was one of the people that broke the color 
line in 1950. “Sweetwater” Clifton’s contract 
was bought by the Knicks. He was fabulous, 
but the coach didn’t know how to use him, 
and the players didn’t know how to play with 
him. He was too different. So, it took a while 
before various styles of hoops blended, but 
they eventually did. The Celtics and two other 
teams were the first teams to integrate. And 
now when you look at the NBA, it’s over 70% 
African American.

Now we have had this wonderful game 
that everybody participates in. I’m very happy 
to see basketball compete with soccer for 
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popularity in the world. I never thought I’d 
see that happen.

Why has nobody else been able to master the 
Skyhook? Even achieving 75% of what you 
did would be a tremendous weapon, but no 
one’s done it.

I don’t know, maybe nobody’s taught them. 
I learned the Skyhook, how to shoot the 
hook shot, in the ‘50s. It’s very easy to learn. 
George Maikan had a drill that he did called 
the Mikan Drill. My grade-school teacher got 
one of the kids in the neighborhood to show 
me how to do it. You shoot with your right 
hand, catch the ball, shoot it with your left 
hand off the glass, right in front of the hoop. 
It enables you to learn how to use the glass, 
to use both of your hands, and it works on 
your footwork. It’s a really good drill. I worked 
on that until I was in seventh grade, when I 
started dunking a basketball. I was 13 years 
old. So, I guess that was a sign (laughter).

Wilt Chamberlain famously struggled to 
shoot free throws. Shaq famously struggled 
to shoot free throws. I remember that was 
the last of your NBA titles. The Lakers came 
home, you were down two-three and had to 
beat the Pistons twice to win. One of those 
games, you had to step to the line and make 
two free throws, right?

1988 (laughter).

You remember like it was yesterday. I didn’t 
know this until I read the book, but you 
didn’t get to leave John Wooden’s practice 
until you hit back-to-back free throws.

You had to make free throws to get out of 
practice. You didn’t want to be in there at 
eight o’clock shooting free throws. But the 
funny thing about Wilt and Shaq—I must 
share this with you—they are the only two 
players in NBA history to miss more than 
5,000 free throws (laughter).

You’re good at this (laughter).

I’ve done it a couple of times.

Joe McQueen, a dynamic, humble saxophon-
ist, made Ogden his home for 74 years. He 
played with Count Basie, Charlie Parker, 
and other jazz legends who came through 
Ogden’s Porter and Waiters Club, as well as 
other northern Utah segregated nightclubs. 
Do you have any jazz stories for the jazz fans 
in the crowd?

Well, my dad was a jazz musician. He got 
into it while he was in high school, but then 
had to go and serve in WWII. After the war, 
he got into bebop with the bebop scene in 
Manhattan. Dizzy Gillespie, Dexter Gor-
don, Thelonious Monk, Miles Davis—my 
dad knew all those guys. My dad played 

I learned the Skyhook, how to shoot 
the hook shot, in the 50s. It’s very 
easy to learn. George Maikan had 
a drill that he did called the Mikan 
Drill. My grade-school teacher got 
one of the kids in the neighborhood 
to show me how to do it. You shoot 
with your right hand, catch the ball, 
shoot it with your left hand off the 
glass, right in front of the hoop. It 
enables you to learn how to use the 
glass, to use both of your hands, 
and it works on your footwork. It’s 
a really good drill. I worked on that 
until I was in seventh grade, when I 
started dunking a basketball. I was 
13 years old. So, I guess that was a 
sign. 
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in a band with Sonny Rollins. My dad went 
to Juilliard and graduated in 1952, but he 
couldn’t get a job in a classical orchestra 
because of his skin color. And he couldn’t 
get a chair in Count Basie’s band. So, he 
had to give up his high musical aspira-
tions—but he kept playing his whole life.

You talk in the book about jazz and basket-
ball, and the overlap you see between the 
two. What does jazz have in common with 
basketball?

Well, jazz is about soloing. Jazz soloing, being 
a person that stands up and gives a solo inter-
pretation of a tune, is like being the shooter 
in a basketball game. You want to have bril-
liant soloists, and you want to have brilliant 
shooters. You want Steph Curry and you want 
Charlie Parker. 

You’ve talked a little bit about your family 
and their impact on you. Something that my 
grandfather said to me was, “some of what 
I’m doing for you, you’ll never be able to 
repay me for, you have to pay it forward.” 

The Ogden Education Foundation is 
a great example of paying it forward. The 
difference a foundation makes for a kid who 
doesn’t have a coat, for a kid who doesn’t 
have shoes, for a kid who doesn’t have food, 
for a kid who doesn’t have a backpack, or 
for a kid who’s never had access to STEM 
education, it’s profound. You’ve asked us 

all to reach out and be the best version of 
ourselves in order to make a difference. 
Thanks for all of the memories over the 
years.

You’re welcome. I’ve had a wonderful time.

My dad was a jazz musician. He 
got into it while he was in high 
school, but then had to go and serve 
in WWII. After the war, he got 
into bebop with the bebop scene 
in Manhattan. Dizzy Gillespie, 
Dexter Gordon, Thelonious Monk, 
Miles Davis—my dad knew all 
those guys. My dad played in a 
band with Sonny Rollins. My dad 
went to Juilliard and graduated in 
1952, but he couldn’t get a job in 
a classical orchestra because of his 
skin color. And he couldn’t get a 
chair in Count Basie’s band. So, 
he had to give up his high musical 
aspirations—but he kept playing his 
whole life.
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and hosts Talkin' Sports, a sports highlight and interview show. In 
addition to television, David hosts the morning drive sports radio 
talk show The Zone on 97.5 FM/1280 AM. He was named the 1996 
Utah Sportscaster of the year by the National Sportscaster and 
Sportswriter Association. 


